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“The Snow Episode” by Zitkdla-Sd

This vignette is from the story “The School
Days of an Indian Girl” about the author’s expe-
rience at a boarding school for American Indian
children run by white missionaries. The story was
first published in Atlantic Monthly in 1900 and
later collected in American Indian Stories (1921).
Read the full story (and more) for free in Planted
in a Strange Earth: Selected Writings by Zitka-
la-Sd at citapress.org.
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A short time after our arrival we three Dakotas
were playing in the snowdrift. We were all still
deaf to the English language, excepting Judéwin,
who always heard such puzzling things. One
morning we learned through her ears that we
were forbidden to fall lengthwise in the snow, as
we had been doing, to see our own
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impressions. However, before many hours

we had forgotten the order, and were having
great sport in the snow, when a shrill voice called
us. Looking up, we saw an imperative hand
beckoning us into the house. We shook the snow
off ourselves, and started toward the woman as
slowly as we dared.

Judéwin said: “Now the paleface is angry with
us. She is going to punish us for falling into the
snow. If she looks straight into your eyes and talks
loudly, you must wait until she stops. Then, after

s

atiny pause, say, ‘No.” The rest of the way we

practiced upon the little word “no”

As it happened, Thowin was summoned to judg-
ment first. The door shut behind her with a click.

Judéwin and I stood silently listening at the key-
hole. The paleface woman talked in very severe
tones. Her words fell from her lips like crackling
embers, and her inflection ran up like the smalll
end of a switch. | understood her voice better
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