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oolf

se
ssi

on
s w

e h
av

e—
w

ha
t a

n 
ac

ci
de

nt
al 

aff
air

 th
is 

liv
in

g 
is 

af
te

r a
ll 

ou
r c

iv
ili

za
tio

n—
let

 m
e 

ju
st 

co
un

t o
ve

r a
 

fe
w

 o
f t

he
 th

in
gs

 lo
st 

in
 o

ne
 li

fe
tim

e, 
be

gi
nn

in
g,

 fo
r 

th
at

 s
ee

m
s 

alw
ay

s 
th

e 
m

os
t 

m
ys

te
rio

us
 o

f 
lo

sse
s—

w
ha

t c
at

 w
ou

ld
 g

na
w,

 w
ha

t r
at

 w
ou

ld
 n

ib
bl

e—
th

re
e 

pa
le 

bl
ue

 ca
ni

ste
rs

 o
f b

oo
k-

bi
nd

in
g t

oo
ls?

 T
he

n 
th

er
e 

w
er

e 
th

e 
bi

rd
 c

ag
es

, t
he

 ir
on

 h
oo

ps
, t

he
 st

ee
l s

ka
te

s, 
th

e 
Q

ue
en

 A
nn

e 
co

al-
sc

ut
tle

, 
th

e 
ba

ga
te

lle
 b

oa
rd

, 
th

e h
an

d 
or

ga
n—

all
 g

on
e, 

an
d 

jew
els

, t
oo

. O
pa

ls 
an

d 
em

er
ald

s, 
th

ey
 li

e a
bo

ut
 th

e r
oo

ts 
of

 tu
rn

ip
s. 

W
ha

t a
 

sc
ra

pi
ng

 p
ar

in
g 

aff
air

 it
 is

 to
 b

e 
su

re
! T

he
 w

on
de

r i
s 

th
at

 I’
ve

 an
y c

lo
th

es
 o

n 
m

y b
ac

k,
 th

at
 I 

sit
 su

rr
ou

nd
ed

 
by

 so
lid

 fu
rn

itu
re

 at
 th

is 
m

om
en

t. 
W

hy
, i

f o
ne

 w
an

ts 
to

 c
om

pa
re

 li
fe

 to
 a

ny
th

in
g,

 o
ne

 m
us

t l
ik

en
 it

 to
 b

e-
in

g 
bl

ow
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e T

ub
e a

t fi
fty

 m
ile

s a
n 

ho
ur

—
lan

di
ng

 a
t t

he
 o

th
er

 e
nd

 w
ith

ou
t a

 si
ng

le 
ha

irp
in

 in
 

on
e’s

 h
air

! S
ho

t o
ut

 at
 th

e f
ee

t o
f G

od
 en

tir
ely

 n
ak

ed
! 

T
um

bl
in

g 
he

ad
 o

ve
r h

ee
ls 

in
 th

e 
as

ph
od

el 
m

ea
do

w
s 

lik
e b

ro
w

n 
pa

pe
r p

ar
ce

ls 
pi

tc
he

d 
do

w
n 

a s
ho

ot
 in

 th
e 

po
st 

offi
ce

! W
ith

 o
ne

’s 
ha

ir 
fly

in
g 

ba
ck

 li
ke

 th
e t

ail
 o

f 
a r

ac
e-

ho
rs

e. 
Ye

s, 
th

at
 se

em
s t

o 
ex

pr
es

s t
he

 ra
pi

di
ty

 o
f 

lif
e, 

th
e p

er
pe

tu
al 

w
as

te
 an

d 
re

pa
ir;

 al
l s

o 
ca

su
al,

 al
l s

o 
ha

ph
az

ar
d.

…
Bu

t a
fte

r l
ife

. T
he

 sl
ow

 p
ul

lin
g d

ow
n 

of
 th

ic
k g

re
en

 

PER
H

A
PS it w

as the m
iddle of January in the 

present that I first looked up and saw
 the m

ark on the 
w

all. In order to fix a date it is necessary to rem
em

ber 
w

hat one saw. So now
 I think of the fire; the steady 

film
 of yellow

 light upon the page of m
y book; the 

three chrysanthem
um

s in the round glass bow
l on the 

m
antelpiece. Yes, it m

ust have been the w
inter tim

e, 
and w

e had just finished our tea, for I rem
em

ber that 
I w

as sm
oking a cigarette w

hen I looked up and saw
 

the m
ark on the w

all for the first tim
e. I looked up 

through the sm
oke of m

y cigarette and m
y eye lodged 

for a m
om

ent upon the burning coals, and that old 
fancy of the crim

son flag flapping from
 the castle tow

-
er cam

e into m
y m

ind, and I thought of the cavalcade 
of red knights riding up the side of the black rock. 
R

ather to m
y relief the sight of the m

ark interrupt-
ed the fancy, for it is an old fancy, an autom

atic fancy, 
m

ade as a child perhaps. T
he m

ark w
as a sm

all round 
m

ark, black upon the w
hite w

all, about six or seven 
inches above the m

antelpiece.
H

ow
 readily our thoughts sw

arm
 upon a new

 ob-
ject, lifting it a little w

ay, as ants carry a blade of straw
 

so feverishly, and then leave it.…
 If that m

ark w
as 

m
ade by a nail, it can’t have been for a picture, it m

ust 

sta
lk

s s
o 

th
at

 th
e 

cu
p 

of
 th

e 
flo

w
er

, a
s i

t t
ur

ns
 o

ve
r, 

de
lu

ge
s o

ne
 w

ith
 p

ur
pl

e a
nd

 re
d 

lig
ht

. W
hy

, a
fte

r a
ll,

 
sh

ou
ld

 o
ne

 n
ot

 b
e 

bo
rn

 t
he

re
 a

s 
on

e 
is 

bo
rn

 h
er

e, 
he

lp
les

s, 
sp

ee
ch

les
s, 

un
ab

le 
to

 f
oc

us
 o

ne
’s 

ey
es

ig
ht

, 
gr

op
in

g a
t t

he
 ro

ot
s o

f t
he

 gr
as

s, 
at

 th
e t

oe
s o

f t
he

 G
i-

an
ts?

 A
s f

or
 sa

yi
ng

 w
hi

ch
 ar

e t
re

es
, a

nd
 w

hi
ch

 ar
e m

en
 

an
d 

w
om

en
, o

r 
w

he
th

er
 t

he
re

 a
re

 s
uc

h 
th

in
gs

, t
ha

t 
on

e w
on

’t 
be

 in
 a 

co
nd

iti
on

 to
 d

o 
fo

r fi
fty

 ye
ar

s o
r s

o.
 

T
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e n
ot

hi
ng

 b
ut

 sp
ac

es
 o

f l
ig

ht
 an

d 
da

rk
, i

n-
te

rs
ec

te
d 

by
 th

ic
k s

ta
lk

s, 
an

d 
ra

th
er

 h
ig

he
r u

p 
pe

rh
ap

s, 
ro

se
-sh

ap
ed

 b
lo

ts 
of

 a
n 

in
di

sti
nc

t 
co

lo
r—

di
m

 p
in

ks
 

an
d 

bl
ue

s—
w

hi
ch

 w
ill

, a
s t

im
e g

oe
s o

n,
 b

ec
om

e m
or

e 
de

fin
ite

, b
ec

om
e—

I d
on

’t 
kn

ow
 w

ha
t.…

A
nd

 ye
t t

ha
t m

ar
k 

on
 th

e w
all

 is
 n

ot
 a 

ho
le 

at
 al

l. 
It

 
m

ay
 e

ve
n 

be
 c

au
se

d 
by

 so
m

e 
ro

un
d 

bl
ac

k 
su

bs
ta

nc
e, 

su
ch

 a
s a

 sm
all

 ro
se

 le
af

, l
ef

t o
ve

r f
ro

m
 th

e 
su

m
m

er
, 

an
d 

I, 
no

t 
be

in
g 

a 
ve

ry
 v

ig
ila

nt
 h

ou
se

ke
ep

er
—

lo
ok

 
at

 th
e d

us
t o

n 
th

e m
an

te
lp

iec
e, 

fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e, 

th
e d

us
t 

w
hi

ch
, s

o 
th

ey
 sa

y, 
bu

rie
d 

Tr
oy

 th
re

e t
im

es
 o

ve
r, 

on
ly

 
fr

ag
m

en
ts 

of
 p

ot
s u

tte
rly

 re
fu

sin
g a

nn
ih

ila
tio

n,
 as

 o
ne

 
ca

n 
be

lie
ve

.
T

he
 tr

ee
 o

ut
sid

e 
th

e 
w

in
do

w
 ta

ps
 v

er
y 

ge
nt

ly
 o

n 
th

e p
an

e.…
 I 

w
an

t t
o 

th
in

k 
qu

iet
ly,

 ca
lm

ly,
 sp

ac
io

us
ly,

 
ne

ve
r t

o 
be

 in
te

rr
up

te
d,

 n
ev

er
 to

 h
av

e t
o 

ris
e f

ro
m

 m
y have been for a m

iniature—
the m

iniature of a lady 
w

ith w
hite pow

dered curls, pow
der-dusted cheeks, 

and lips like red carnations. A
 fraud of course, for 

the people w
ho had this house before us w

ould have 
chosen pictures in that w

ay—
an old picture for an old 

room
. T

hat is the sort of people they w
ere—

very in-
teresting people, and I think of them

 so often, in such 
queer places, because one w

ill never see them
 again, 

never know
 w

hat happened next. T
hey w

anted to 
leave this house because they w

anted to change their 
style of furniture, so he said, and he w

as in process of 
saying that in his opinion art should have ideas behind 
it w

hen w
e w

ere torn asunder, as one is torn from
 the 

old lady about to pour out tea and the young m
an 

about to hit the tennis ball in the back garden of the 
suburban villa as one rushes past in the train.

But as for that m
ark, I’m

 not sure about it; I don’t 
believe it w

as m
ade by a nail after all; it’s too big, too 

round, for that. I m
ight get up, but if I got up and 

looked at it, ten to one I shouldn’t be able to say for 
certain; because once a thing’s done, no one ever 
know

s how
 it happened. O

h! dear m
e, the m

ystery 
of life; T

he inaccuracy of thought! T
he ignorance of 

hum
anity! To show

 how
 very little control of our pos-

ch
air

, t
o 

sli
p 

ea
sil

y f
ro

m
 o

ne
 th

in
g t

o 
an

ot
he

r, 
w

ith
ou

t 
an

y s
en

se
 o

f h
os

til
ity

, o
r o

bs
ta

cle
. I

 w
an

t t
o 

sin
k 

de
ep

-
er

 a
nd

 d
ee

pe
r, 

aw
ay

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 s

ur
fa

ce
, w

ith
 it

s 
ha

rd
 

se
pa

ra
te

 fa
ct

s. 
To

 st
ea

dy
 m

ys
elf

, l
et

 m
e 

ca
tc

h 
ho

ld
 o

f 
th

e fi
rs

t i
de

a t
ha

t p
as

se
s.…

 S
ha

ke
sp

ea
re

.…
 W

ell
, h

e w
ill

 
do

 as
 w

ell
 as

 an
ot

he
r. 

A
 m

an
 w

ho
 sa

t h
im

se
lf 

so
lid

ly
 in

 
an

 ar
m

-c
ha

ir,
 an

d 
lo

ok
ed

 in
to

 th
e fi

re
, s

o—
 A

 sh
ow

er
 

of
 id

ea
s f

ell
 p

er
pe

tu
all

y 
fr

om
 so

m
e v

er
y 

hi
gh

 H
ea

ve
n 

do
w

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
hi

s 
m

in
d.

 H
e 

lea
nt

 h
is 

fo
re

he
ad

 o
n 

hi
s 

ha
nd

, a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e, 

lo
ok

in
g 

in
 t

hr
ou

gh
 t

he
 o

pe
n 

do
or

,—
fo

r t
hi

s s
ce

ne
 is

 su
pp

os
ed

 to
 ta

ke
 p

lac
e 

on
 a

 
su

m
m

er
’s 

ev
en

in
g—

Bu
t h

ow
 d

ul
l t

hi
s i

s, 
th

is 
hi

sto
ri-

ca
l fi

ct
io

n!
 It

 d
oe

sn
’t 

in
te

re
st 

m
e a

t a
ll.

 I 
w

ish
 I 

co
ul

d 
hi

t u
po

n 
a p

lea
sa

nt
 tr

ac
k o

f t
ho

ug
ht

, a
 tr

ac
k i

nd
ire

ct
ly

 
re

fle
ct

in
g 

cr
ed

it 
up

on
 m

ys
elf

, f
or

 th
os

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
pl

ea
s-

an
te

st 
th

ou
gh

ts,
 an

d 
ve

ry
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 ev

en
 in

 th
e m

in
ds

 
of

 m
od

es
t m

ou
se

-c
ol

or
ed

 p
eo

pl
e, 

w
ho

 b
eli

ev
e 

ge
nu

-
in

ely
 th

at
 th

ey
 d

isl
ik

e t
o 

he
ar

 th
eir

 o
w

n 
pr

ais
es

. T
he

y 
ar

e 
no

t t
ho

ug
ht

s d
ire

ct
ly

 p
ra

isi
ng

 o
ne

se
lf;

 th
at

 is
 th

e 
be

au
ty

 o
f t

he
m

; t
he

y a
re

 th
ou

gh
ts 

lik
e t

hi
s:

“A
nd

 th
en

 I
 c

am
e 

in
to

 th
e 

ro
om

. T
he

y 
w

er
e 

di
s-

cu
ssi

ng
 b

ot
an

y. 
I s

aid
 h

ow
 I’

d 
se

en
 a

 fl
ow

er
 g

ro
w

in
g 

on
 a 

du
st 

he
ap

 o
n 

th
e s

ite
 o

f a
n 

ol
d 

ho
us

e i
n 

K
in

gs
w

ay
. 

T
he

 se
ed

, I
 sa

id
, m

us
t h

av
e b

ee
n 

so
w

n 
in

 th
e r

eig
n 

of
 

C
ha

rle
s t

he
 F

irs
t. 

W
ha

t fl
ow

er
s g

re
w

 in
 th

e 
re

ig
n 

of
 

C
ha

rle
s t

he
 F

irs
t?

” 
I a

sk
ed

—
(b

ut
, I

 d
on

’t 
re

m
em

be
r 

th
e 

an
sw

er
). 

Ta
ll 

flo
w

er
s w

ith
 p

ur
pl

e 
ta

sse
ls 

to
 th

em
 

pe
rh

ap
s. 

A
nd

 so
 it

 g
oe

s o
n.

 A
ll 

th
e t

im
e I

’m
 d

re
ssi

ng
 

up
 t

he
 fi

gu
re

 o
f 

m
ys

elf
 in

 m
y 

ow
n 

m
in

d,
 lo

vi
ng

ly,
 

ste
alt

hi
ly,

 n
ot

 o
pe

nl
y 

ad
or

in
g 

it,
 f

or
 if

 I
 d

id
 t

ha
t, 

I 
sh

ou
ld

 ca
tc

h 
m

ys
elf

 o
ut

, a
nd

 st
re

tc
h 

m
y 

ha
nd

 at
 o

nc
e 

fo
r a

 b
oo

k 
in

 se
lf-

pr
ot

ec
tio

n.
 In

de
ed

, i
t i

s c
ur

io
us

 h
ow

 
in

sti
nc

tiv
ely

 o
ne

 p
ro

te
ct

s t
he

 im
ag

e 
of

 o
ne

se
lf 

fr
om

 
id

ol
at

ry
 o

r a
ny

 o
th

er
 h

an
dl

in
g 

th
at

 c
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

it 
ri-

di
cu

lo
us

, o
r t

oo
 u

nl
ik

e 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al 
to

 b
e 

be
lie

ve
d 

in
 

an
y 

lo
ng

er
. O

r i
s i

t n
ot

 so
 v

er
y 

cu
rio

us
 a

fte
r a

ll?
 It

 is
 

a 
m

at
te

r 
of

 g
re

at
 im

po
rta

nc
e. 

Su
pp

os
e 

th
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

gl
as

s s
m

as
he

s, 
th

e 
im

ag
e 

di
sa

pp
ea

rs
, a

nd
 th

e 
ro

m
an

-
tic

 fi
gu

re
 w

ith
 th

e g
re

en
 o

f f
or

es
t d

ep
th

s a
ll 

ab
ou

t i
t i

s 
th

er
e n

o 
lo

ng
er

, b
ut

 o
nl

y 
th

at
 sh

ell
 o

f a
 p

er
so

n 
w

hi
ch

 
is 

se
en

 b
y o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e—

w
ha

t a
n 

air
les

s, 
sh

all
ow

, b
ald

, 
pr

om
in

en
t w

or
ld

 it
 b

ec
om

es
! A

 w
or

ld
 n

ot
 to

 b
e l

iv
ed

 
in

. A
s 

w
e 

fa
ce

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r 

in
 o

m
ni

bu
se

s 
an

d 
un

de
r-

gr
ou

nd
 ra

ilw
ay

s w
e 

ar
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

in
to

 th
e 

m
irr

or
 th

at
 

ac
co

un
ts 

fo
r t

he
 va

gu
en

es
s, 

th
e g

lea
m

 o
f g

las
sin

es
s, 

in
 

ou
r e

ye
s. 

A
nd

 th
e n

ov
eli

sts
 in

 fu
tu

re
 w

ill
 re

ali
ze

 m
or

e 
an

d 
m

or
e 

th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
of

 th
es

e 
re

fle
ct

io
ns

, f
or

 o
f 

co
ur

se
 t

he
re

 is
 n

ot
 o

ne
 r

efl
ec

tio
n 

bu
t 

an
 a

lm
os

t 
in

-

1
2
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th
e 

w
in

e-
gl

as
s t

ha
t N

els
on

 d
ra

nk
 o

ut
 o

f—
pr

ov
in

g 
I 

re
all

y d
on

’t 
kn

ow
 w

ha
t.

N
o,

 n
o,

 n
ot

hi
ng

 is
 p

ro
ve

d,
 n

ot
hi

ng
 is

 k
no

w
n.

 A
nd

 
if 

I w
er

e t
o 

ge
t u

p 
at

 th
is 

ve
ry

 m
om

en
t a

nd
 a

sc
er

ta
in

 
th

at
 t

he
 m

ar
k 

on
 t

he
 w

all
 is

 r
ea

lly
—

w
ha

t 
sh

all
 w

e 
sa

y?
—

th
e 

he
ad

 o
f 

a 
gi

ga
nt

ic
 o

ld
 n

ail
, d

riv
en

 in
 tw

o 
hu

nd
re

d 
ye

ar
s a

go
, w

hi
ch

 h
as

 n
ow

, o
w

in
g 

to
 th

e 
pa

-
tie

nt
 at

tri
tio

n 
of

 m
an

y g
en

er
at

io
ns

 o
f h

ou
se

m
aid

s, 
re

-
ve

ale
d 

its
 h

ea
d 

ab
ov

e t
he

 co
at

 o
f p

ain
t, 

an
d 

is 
ta

ki
ng

 it
s 

fir
st 

vi
ew

 o
f m

od
er

n 
lif

e i
n 

th
e s

ig
ht

 o
f a

 w
hi

te
-w

all
ed

 
fir

e-
lit

 ro
om

, w
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

I g
ain

?—
 K

no
w

led
ge

? M
at

-
te

r f
or

 fu
rth

er
 sp

ec
ul

at
io

n?
 I 

ca
n 

th
in

k 
sit

tin
g 

sti
ll 

as
 

w
ell

 as
 st

an
di

ng
 u

p.
 A

nd
 w

ha
t i

s k
no

w
led

ge
? W

ha
t a

re
 

ou
r l

ea
rn

ed
 m

en
 sa

ve
 th

e d
es

ce
nd

an
ts 

of
 w

itc
he

s a
nd

 
he

rm
its

 w
ho

 cr
ou

ch
ed

 in
 ca

ve
s a

nd
 in

 w
oo

ds
 b

re
w

in
g 

he
rb

s, 
in

te
rr

og
at

in
g s

hr
ew

-m
ice

 an
d 

w
rit

in
g d

ow
n 

th
e 

lan
gu

ag
e o

f t
he

 st
ar

s?
 A

nd
 th

e l
es

s w
e h

on
or

 th
em

 as
 

ou
r s

up
er

sti
tio

ns
 d

w
in

dl
e a

nd
 o

ur
 re

sp
ec

t f
or

 b
ea

ut
y 

an
d 

he
alt

h 
of

 m
in

d 
in

cr
ea

se
s.…

 Y
es

, o
ne

 c
ou

ld
 im

ag
-

in
e 

a 
ve

ry
 p

lea
sa

nt
 w

or
ld

. A
 q

ui
et

, s
pa

ci
ou

s 
w

or
ld

, 
w

ith
 th

e fl
ow

er
s s

o 
re

d 
an

d 
bl

ue
 in

 th
e o

pe
n 

fie
ld

s. 
A

 
w

or
ld

 w
ith

ou
t p

ro
fe

sso
rs

 o
r s

pe
ci

ali
sts

 o
r h

ou
se

-k
ee

p-
er

s w
ith

 th
e p

ro
fil

es
 o

f p
ol

ice
m

en
, a

 w
or

ld
 w

hi
ch

 o
ne

 
co

ul
d 

sli
ce

 w
ith

 o
ne

’s 
th

ou
gh

t a
s a

 fi
sh

 sl
ice

s t
he

 w
at

er
 

w
ith

 h
is 

fin
, g

ra
zin

g t
he

 st
em

s o
f t

he
 w

at
er

-li
lie

s, 
ha

ng
-

in
g 

su
sp

en
de

d 
ov

er
 n

es
ts 

of
 w

hi
te

 s
ea

 e
gg

s.…
 H

ow
 

pe
ac

ef
ul

 it
 is

 d
ro

w
n 

he
re

, r
oo

te
d 

in
 th

e 
ce

nt
er

 o
f t

he
 

w
or

ld
 a

nd
 g

az
in

g 
up

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

 g
re

y 
w

at
er

s, 
w

ith
 

th
eir

 su
dd

en
 g

lea
m

s o
f l

ig
ht

, a
nd

 th
eir

 re
fle

ct
io

ns
—

if 
it 

w
er

e 
no

t f
or

 W
hi

ta
ke

r’s
 A

lm
an

ac
k—

if 
it 

w
er

e 
no

t 
fo

r t
he

 T
ab

le 
of

 P
re

ce
de

nc
y!

I m
us

t j
um

p 
up

 an
d 

se
e f

or
 m

ys
elf

 w
ha

t t
ha

t m
ar

k 
on

 th
e w

all
 re

all
y 

is—
a n

ail
, a

 ro
se

-le
af

, a
 cr

ac
k 

in
 th

e 
w

oo
d? H
er

e 
is 

na
tu

re
 o

nc
e 

m
or

e 
at

 h
er

 o
ld

 g
am

e 
of

 
se

lf-
pr

es
er

va
tio

n.
 T

hi
s t

ra
in

 o
f t

ho
ug

ht
, s

he
 p

er
ce

iv
es

, 
is 

th
re

at
en

in
g 

m
er

e 
w

as
te

 o
f 

en
er

gy
, e

ve
n 

so
m

e 
co

l-
lis

io
n 

w
ith

 re
ali

ty
, f

or
 w

ho
 w

ill
 e

ve
r b

e 
ab

le 
to

 li
ft 

a 
fin

ge
r 

ag
ain

st 
W

hi
ta

ke
r’s

 T
ab

le 
of

 P
re

ce
de

nc
y?

 T
he

 
A

rc
hb

ish
op

 o
f 

C
an

te
rb

ur
y 

is 
fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
Lo

rd
 

H
ig

h 
C

ha
nc

ell
or

; t
he

 L
or

d 
H

ig
h 

C
ha

nc
ell

or
 is

 f
ol

-
lo

w
ed

 b
y 

th
e A

rc
hb

ish
op

 o
f Y

or
k.

 E
ve

ry
bo

dy
 fo

llo
w

s 
so

m
eb

od
y, 

su
ch

 is
 th

e 
ph

ilo
so

ph
y 

of
 W

hi
ta

ke
r; 

an
d 

th
e g

re
at

 th
in

g i
s t

o 
kn

ow
 w

ho
 fo

llo
w

s w
ho

m
. W

hi
ta

-
ke

r k
no

w
s, 

an
d 

let
 th

at
, s

o 
N

at
ur

e c
ou

ns
els

, c
om

fo
rt 

yo
u,

 in
ste

ad
 o

f e
nr

ag
in

g y
ou

; a
nd

 if
 yo

u 
ca

n’
t b

e c
om

-
fo

rte
d,

 if
 yo

u 
m

us
t s

ha
tte

r t
hi

s h
ou

r o
f p

ea
ce

, t
hi

nk
 o

f 
th

e m
ar

k 
on

 th
e w

all
.

I 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 N
at

ur
e’s

 g
am

e—
he

r 
pr

om
pt

in
g 

to
 

m
us

t b
e 

so
m

e 
bo

ok
 a

bo
ut

 it
. S

om
e 

an
tiq

ua
ry

 m
us

t 
ha

ve
 d

ug
 u

p 
th

os
e 

bo
ne

s a
nd

 g
iv

en
 th

em
 a

 n
am

e.…
 

W
ha

t s
or

t o
f a

 m
an

 is
 an

 an
tiq

ua
ry

, I
 w

on
de

r?
 R

et
ire

d 
C

ol
on

els
 fo

r t
he

 m
os

t p
ar

t, 
I d

ar
es

ay
, l

ea
di

ng
 p

ar
tie

s 
of

 a
ge

d 
lab

or
er

s t
o 

th
e 

to
p 

he
re

, e
xa

m
in

in
g 

clo
ds

 o
f 

ea
rth

 an
d 

sto
ne

, a
nd

 ge
tti

ng
 in

to
 co

rr
es

po
nd

en
ce

 w
ith

 
th

e n
eig

hb
or

in
g c

ler
gy

, w
hi

ch
, b

ein
g o

pe
ne

d 
at

 b
re

ak
-

fa
st 

tim
e, 

gi
ve

s t
he

m
 a 

fe
eli

ng
 o

f i
m

po
rta

nc
e, 

an
d 

th
e 

co
m

pa
ris

on
 o

f a
rr

ow
-h

ea
ds

 n
ec

es
sit

at
es

 cr
os

s-c
ou

nt
ry

 
jo

ur
ne

ys
 to

 th
e 

co
un

ty
 to

w
ns

, a
n 

ag
re

ea
bl

e 
ne

ce
ssi

ty
 

bo
th

 to
 th

em
 an

d 
to

 th
eir

 el
de

rly
 w

iv
es

, w
ho

 w
ish

 to
 

m
ak

e 
pl

um
 ja

m
 o

r 
to

 c
lea

n 
ou

t t
he

 st
ud

y, 
an

d 
ha

ve
 

ev
er

y 
re

as
on

 f
or

 k
ee

pi
ng

 t
ha

t 
gr

ea
t 

qu
es

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 

ca
m

p 
or

 th
e t

om
b 

in
 p

er
pe

tu
al 

su
sp

en
sio

n,
 w

hi
le 

th
e 

C
ol

on
el 

hi
m

se
lf 

fe
els

 a
gr

ee
ab

ly
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

ic
 in

 a
cc

u-
m

ul
at

in
g 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
n 

bo
th

 si
de

s o
f t

he
 q

ue
sti

on
. I

t i
s 

tru
e t

ha
t h

e d
oe

s fi
na

lly
 in

cli
ne

 to
 b

eli
ev

e i
n 

th
e c

am
p;

 
an

d,
 b

ein
g 

op
po

se
d,

 in
di

te
s a

 p
am

ph
let

 w
hi

ch
 h

e 
is 

ab
ou

t t
o 

re
ad

 at
 th

e q
ua

rte
rly

 m
ee

tin
g 

of
 th

e l
oc

al 
so

-
ci

et
y w

he
n 

a s
tro

ke
 la

ys
 h

im
 lo

w,
 an

d 
hi

s l
as

t c
on

sc
io

us
 

th
ou

gh
ts 

ar
e n

ot
 o

f w
ife

 o
r c

hi
ld

, b
ut

 o
f t

he
 ca

m
p 

an
d 

th
at

 ar
ro

w
he

ad
 th

er
e, 

w
hi

ch
 is

 n
ow

 in
 th

e c
as

e a
t t

he
 

lo
ca

l m
us

eu
m

, t
og

et
he

r 
w

ith
 t

he
 fo

ot
 o

f 
a 

C
hi

ne
se

 
m

ur
de

re
ss,

 a
 h

an
df

ul
 o

f 
El

iza
be

th
an

 n
ail

s, 
a 

gr
ea

t 
m

an
y T

ud
or

 cl
ay

 p
ip

es
, a

 p
iec

e o
f R

om
an

 p
ot

te
ry

, a
nd

 

ta
ke

 ac
tio

n 
as

 a 
w

ay
 o

f e
nd

in
g a

ny
 th

ou
gh

t t
ha

t t
hr

ea
t-

en
s t

o 
ex

ci
te

 o
r t

o 
pa

in
. H

en
ce

, I
 su

pp
os

e, 
co

m
es

 o
ur

 
sli

gh
t c

on
te

m
pt

 fo
r m

en
 o

f a
ct

io
n—

m
en

, w
e a

ssu
m

e, 
w

ho
 d

on
’t 

th
in

k.
 S

til
l, 

th
er

e’s
 n

o 
ha

rm
 in

 p
ut

tin
g 

a 
fu

ll 
sto

p 
to

 o
ne

’s 
di

sa
gr

ee
ab

le 
th

ou
gh

ts 
by

 lo
ok

in
g 

at
 

a m
ar

k 
on

 th
e w

all
.

In
de

ed
, n

ow
 th

at
 I 

ha
ve

 fi
xe

d 
m

y e
ye

s u
po

n 
it,

 I 
fe

el 
th

at
 I 

ha
ve

 gr
as

pe
d 

a p
lan

k 
in

 th
e s

ea
; I

 fe
el 

a s
at

isf
yi

ng
 

se
ns

e o
f r

ea
lit

y w
hi

ch
 at

 o
nc

e t
ur

ns
 th

e t
w

o 
A

rc
hb

ish
-

op
s a

nd
 th

e L
or

d 
H

ig
h 

C
ha

nc
ell

or
 to

 th
e s

ha
do

w
s o

f 
sh

ad
es

. H
er

e 
is 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 d

efi
ni

te
, s

om
et

hi
ng

 r
ea

l. 
T

hu
s, 

w
ak

in
g 

fr
om

 a 
m

id
ni

gh
t d

re
am

 o
f h

or
ro

r, 
on

e 
ha

sti
ly

 tu
rn

s o
n 

th
e l

ig
ht

 an
d 

lie
s q

ui
es

ce
nt

, w
or

sh
ip

-
pi

ng
 th

e 
ch

es
t o

f d
ra

w
er

s, 
w

or
sh

ip
pi

ng
 so

lid
ity

, w
or

-
sh

ip
pi

ng
 r

ea
lit

y, 
w

or
sh

ip
pi

ng
 t

he
 im

pe
rs

on
al 

w
or

ld
 

w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 p

ro
of

 o
f s

om
e 

ex
ist

en
ce

 o
th

er
 th

an
 o

ur
s. 

T
ha

t 
is 

w
ha

t 
on

e 
w

an
ts 

to
 b

e 
su

re
 o

f.…
 W

oo
d 

is 
a 

pl
ea

sa
nt

 th
in

g 
to

 th
in

k 
ab

ou
t. 

It
 c

om
es

 fr
om

 a
 tr

ee
; 

an
d 

tre
es

 g
ro

w,
 a

nd
 w

e 
do

n’
t k

no
w

 h
ow

 th
ey

 g
ro

w.
 

Fo
r 

ye
ar

s 
an

d 
ye

ar
s 

th
ey

 g
ro

w,
 w

ith
ou

t 
pa

yi
ng

 a
ny

 
at

te
nt

io
n 

to
 u

s, 
in

 m
ea

do
w

s, 
in

 f
or

es
ts,

 a
nd

 b
y 

th
e 

sid
e 

of
 r

iv
er

s—
all

 t
hi

ng
s 

on
e 

lik
es

 t
o 

th
in

k 
ab

ou
t. 

T
he

 co
w

s s
w

ish
 th

eir
 ta

ils
 b

en
ea

th
 th

em
 o

n 
ho

t a
fte

r-
no

on
s; 

th
ey

 p
ain

t r
iv

er
s s

o 
gr

ee
n 

th
at

 w
he

n 
a m

oo
rh

en
 

ph
an

to
m

s, 
an

d 
th

e 
da

m
na

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 v

isi
te

d 
th

e 
di

s-
be

lie
ve

r i
n 

th
em

 w
as

 o
nl

y 
a 

se
ns

e 
of

 il
leg

iti
m

at
e 

fr
ee

-
do

m
. W

ha
t n

ow
 ta

ke
s t

he
 p

lac
e o

f t
ho

se
 th

in
gs

 I 
w

on
-

de
r, 

th
os

e r
ea

l s
ta

nd
ar

d 
th

in
gs

? M
en

 p
er

ha
ps

, s
ho

ul
d 

yo
u 

be
 a

 w
om

an
; t

he
 m

as
cu

lin
e p

oi
nt

 o
f v

iew
 w

hi
ch

 
go

ve
rn

s o
ur

 li
ve

s, 
w

hi
ch

 se
ts 

th
e 

sta
nd

ar
d,

 w
hi

ch
 e

s-
ta

bl
ish

es
 W

hi
ta

ke
r’s

 T
ab

le 
of

 P
re

ce
de

nc
y, 

w
hi

ch
 h

as
 

be
co

m
e, 

I s
up

po
se

, s
in

ce
 th

e 
w

ar
 h

alf
 a

 p
ha

nt
om

 to
 

m
an

y 
m

en
 an

d 
w

om
en

, w
hi

ch
 so

on
—

on
e m

ay
 h

op
e, 

w
ill

 b
e l

au
gh

ed
 in

to
 th

e d
us

tb
in

 w
he

re
 th

e p
ha

nt
om

s 
go

, t
he

 m
ah

og
an

y s
id

eb
oa

rd
s a

nd
 th

e L
an

ds
ee

r p
rin

ts,
 

G
od

s a
nd

 D
ev

ils
, H

ell
 an

d 
so

 fo
rth

, l
ea

vi
ng

 u
s a

ll 
w

ith
 

an
 in

to
xi

ca
tin

g 
se

ns
e o

f i
lle

gi
tim

at
e f

re
ed

om
—

if 
fr

ee
-

do
m

 ex
ist

s…
In

 ce
rta

in
 li

gh
ts 

th
at

 m
ar

k o
n 

th
e w

all
 se

em
s a

ct
ua

l-
ly

 to
 p

ro
jec

t f
ro

m
 th

e w
all

. N
or

 is
 it

 en
tir

ely
 ci

rc
ul

ar
. I

 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e s

ur
e, 

bu
t i

t s
ee

m
s t

o 
ca

st 
a p

er
ce

pt
ib

le 
sh

ad
-

ow
, s

ug
ge

sti
ng

 th
at

 if
 I 

ra
n 

m
y 

fin
ge

r d
ow

n 
th

at
 st

rip
 

of
 th

e 
w

all
 it

 w
ou

ld
, a

t a
 c

er
ta

in
 p

oi
nt

, m
ou

nt
 a

nd
 

de
sc

en
d 

a s
m

all
 tu

m
ul

us
, a

 sm
oo

th
 tu

m
ul

us
 li

ke
 th

os
e 

ba
rr

ow
s o

n 
th

e S
ou

th
 D

ow
ns

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
, t

he
y 

sa
y, 

ei-
th

er
 to

m
bs

 o
r c

am
ps

. O
f t

he
 tw

o 
I s

ho
ul

d 
pr

ef
er

 th
em

 
to

 b
e 

to
m

bs
, d

es
iri

ng
 m

ela
nc

ho
ly

 li
ke

 m
os

t 
En

gl
ish

 
pe

op
le,

 a
nd

 fi
nd

in
g 

it 
na

tu
ra

l a
t t

he
 en

d 
of

 a
 w

alk
 to

 
th

in
k o

f t
he

 b
on

es
 st

re
tc

he
d 

be
ne

at
h 

th
e t

ur
f.…

 T
he

re
 

di
ve

s o
ne

 e
xp

ec
ts 

to
 se

e 
its

 fe
at

he
rs

 a
ll 

gr
ee

n 
w

he
n 

it 
co

m
es

 u
p 

ag
ain

. I
 li

ke
 to

 th
in

k 
of

 th
e 

fis
h 

ba
lan

ce
d 

ag
ain

st 
th

e 
str

ea
m

 li
ke

 fl
ag

s 
bl

ow
n 

ou
t; 

an
d 

of
 w

a-
te

r-b
ee

tle
s s

lo
w

ly
 ra

id
in

g d
om

es
 o

f m
ud

 u
po

n 
th

e b
ed

 
of

 th
e r

iv
er

. I
 li

ke
 to

 th
in

k 
of

 th
e t

re
e i

tse
lf:

—
fir

st 
th

e 
clo

se
 d

ry
 se

ns
at

io
n 

of
 b

ein
g 

w
oo

d;
 th

en
 th

e g
rin

di
ng

 
of

 th
e s

to
rm

; t
he

n 
th

e s
lo

w,
 d

eli
ci

ou
s o

oz
e o

f s
ap

. I
 li

ke
 

to
 th

in
k 

of
 it

, t
oo

, o
n 

w
in

te
r’s

 n
ig

ht
s s

ta
nd

in
g 

in
 th

e 
em

pt
y fi

eld
 w

ith
 al

l l
ea

ve
s c

lo
se

-fu
rle

d,
 n

ot
hi

ng
 te

nd
er

 
ex

po
se

d 
to

 th
e i

ro
n 

bu
lle

ts 
of

 th
e m

oo
n,

 a 
na

ke
d 

m
as

t 
up

on
 an

 ea
rth

 th
at

 go
es

 tu
m

bl
in

g,
 tu

m
bl

in
g,

 al
l n

ig
ht

 
lo

ng
. T

he
 s

on
g 

of
 b

ird
s 

m
us

t 
so

un
d 

ve
ry

 lo
ud

 a
nd

 
str

an
ge

 in
 Ju

ne
; a

nd
 h

ow
 co

ld
 th

e f
ee

t o
f i

ns
ec

ts 
m

us
t 

fe
el 

up
on

 it
, a

s t
he

y 
m

ak
e l

ab
or

io
us

 p
ro

gr
es

se
s u

p 
th

e 
cr

ea
se

s o
f t

he
 b

ar
k,

 o
r s

un
 th

em
se

lv
es

 u
po

n 
th

e 
th

in
 

gr
ee

n 
aw

ni
ng

 o
f t

he
 le

av
es

, a
nd

 lo
ok

 st
ra

ig
ht

 in
 fr

on
t 

of
 th

em
 w

ith
 d

iam
on

d-
cu

t r
ed

 ey
es

.…
 O

ne
 b

y o
ne

 th
e 

fib
re

s s
na

p 
be

ne
at

h 
th

e i
m

m
en

se
 co

ld
 p

re
ssu

re
 o

f t
he

 
ea

rth
, t

he
n 

th
e l

as
t s

to
rm

 co
m

es
 an

d,
 fa

lli
ng

, t
he

 h
ig

h-
es

t b
ra

nc
he

s d
riv

e 
de

ep
 in

to
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 a
ga

in
. E

ve
n 

so
, l

ife
 is

n’
t 

do
ne

 w
ith

; t
he

re
 a

re
 a

 m
ill

io
n 

pa
tie

nt
, 

w
at

ch
fu

l l
iv

es
 st

ill
 fo

r a
 tr

ee
, a

ll 
ov

er
 th

e w
or

ld
, i

n 
be

d-
ro

om
s, 

in
 sh

ip
s, 

on
 th

e p
av

em
en

t, 
lin

in
g r

oo
m

s, 
w

he
re

 
m

en
 an

d 
w

om
en

 si
t a

fte
r t

ea
, s

m
ok

in
g 

ci
ga

re
tte

s. 
It

 is
 

fin
ite

 n
um

be
r; 

th
os

e a
re

 th
e d

ep
th

s t
he

y 
w

ill
 ex

pl
or

e, 
th

os
e 

th
e 

ph
an

to
m

s t
he

y 
w

ill
 p

ur
su

e, 
lea

vi
ng

 th
e 

de
-

sc
rip

tio
n 

of
 re

ali
ty

 m
or

e a
nd

 m
or

e o
ut

 o
f t

he
ir 

sto
rie

s, 
ta

ki
ng

 a 
kn

ow
led

ge
 o

f i
t f

or
 gr

an
te

d,
 as

 th
e G

re
ek

s d
id

 
an

d 
Sh

ak
es

pe
ar

e 
pe

rh
ap

s—
bu

t 
th

es
e 

ge
ne

ra
liz

at
io

ns
 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 w
or

th
les

s. 
T

he
 m

ili
ta

ry
 s

ou
nd

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

d 
is 

en
ou

gh
. I

t 
re

ca
lls

 le
ad

in
g 

ar
tic

les
, c

ab
in

et
 m

in
is-

te
rs

—
a 

w
ho

le 
cla

ss 
of

 th
in

gs
 in

de
ed

 w
hi

ch
 a

s a
 c

hi
ld

 
on

e 
th

ou
gh

t t
he

 th
in

g 
its

elf
, t

he
 st

an
da

rd
 th

in
g,

 th
e 

re
al 

th
in

g,
 fr

om
 w

hi
ch

 o
ne

 c
ou

ld
 n

ot
 d

ep
ar

t s
av

e 
at

 
th

e r
isk

 o
f n

am
ele

ss 
da

m
na

tio
n.

 G
en

er
ali

za
tio

ns
 b

rin
g 

ba
ck

 so
m

eh
ow

 S
un

da
y i

n 
Lo

nd
on

, S
un

da
y a

fte
rn

oo
n 

w
alk

s, 
Su

nd
ay

 lu
nc

he
on

s, 
an

d 
als

o 
w

ay
s o

f s
pe

ak
in

g 
of

 t
he

 d
ea

d,
 c

lo
th

es
, a

nd
 h

ab
its

—
lik

e 
th

e 
ha

bi
t 

of
 

sit
tin

g 
all

 to
ge

th
er

 in
 o

ne
 ro

om
 u

nt
il 

a 
ce

rta
in

 h
ou

r, 
alt

ho
ug

h 
no

bo
dy

 li
ke

d 
it.

 T
he

re
 w

as
 a

 ru
le 

fo
r e

ve
ry

-
th

in
g.

 T
he

 ru
le 

fo
r t

ab
lec

lo
th

s a
t t

ha
t p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 p
er

i-
od

 w
as

 th
at

 th
ey

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e o
f t

ap
es

try
 w

ith
 li

ttl
e 

ye
llo

w
 co

m
pa

rtm
en

ts 
m

ar
ke

d 
up

on
 th

em
, s

uc
h 

as
 yo

u 
m

ay
 se

e i
n 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s o

f t
he

 ca
rp

et
s i

n 
th

e c
or

rid
or

s 
of

 t
he

 r
oy

al 
pa

lac
es

. T
ab

lec
lo

th
s 

of
 a

 d
iff

er
en

t 
ki

nd
 

w
er

e n
ot

 re
al 

ta
bl

ec
lo

th
s. 

H
ow

 sh
oc

ki
ng

, a
nd

 ye
t h

ow
 

w
on

de
rf

ul
 it

 w
as

 t
o 

di
sc

ov
er

 t
ha

t 
th

es
e 

re
al 

th
in

gs
, 

Su
nd

ay
 l

un
ch

eo
ns

, 
Su

nd
ay

 w
alk

s, 
co

un
try

 h
ou

se
s, 

an
d 

ta
bl

ec
lo

th
s w

er
e n

ot
 en

tir
ely

 re
al,

 w
er

e i
nd

ee
d 

ha
lf 

fu
ll 

of
 p

ea
ce

fu
l t

ho
ug

ht
s, 

ha
pp

y 
th

ou
gh

ts,
 th

is 
tre

e. 
I s

ho
ul

d 
lik

e 
to

 ta
ke

 e
ac

h 
on

e 
se

pa
ra

te
ly

—
bu

t s
om

e-
th

in
g 

is 
ge

tti
ng

 i
n 

th
e 

w
ay

.…
 W

he
re

 w
as

 I
? 

W
ha

t 
ha

s i
t a

ll 
be

en
 a

bo
ut

? 
A

 tr
ee

? 
A

 ri
ve

r?
 T

he
 D

ow
ns

? 
W

hi
ta

ke
r’s

 A
lm

an
ac

k?
 T

he
 fi

eld
s o

f a
sp

ho
de

l? 
I c

an
’t 

re
m

em
be

r a
 th

in
g.

 E
ve

ry
th

in
g’

s m
ov

in
g,

 fa
lli

ng
, s

lip
-

pi
ng

, v
an

ish
in

g.
…

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 v

as
t u

ph
ea

va
l o

f m
at

te
r. 

So
m

eo
ne

 is
 st

an
di

ng
 o

ve
r m

e a
nd

 sa
yi

ng
—

“I
’m

 go
in

g o
ut

 to
 b

uy
 a 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
.”

“Y
es

?”
“T

ho
ug

h 
it’

s n
o 

go
od

 b
uy

in
g n

ew
sp

ap
er

s.…
 N

ot
h-

in
g 

ev
er

 h
ap

pe
ns

. 
C

ur
se

 t
hi

s 
w

ar
; 

G
od

 d
am

n 
th

is 
w

ar
!…

 A
ll 

th
e s

am
e, 

I d
on

’t 
se

e w
hy

 w
e s

ho
ul

d 
ha

ve
 a 

sn
ail

 o
n 

ou
r w

all
.”

A
h,

 th
e m

ar
k 

on
 th

e w
all

! I
t w

as
 a 

sn
ail

.

Zi
ne

 d
es

ig
n 

by
 M

ar
ia

na
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