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Foreword
By Victoria Namkung 

“All my ambition is to make myself useful, known, heard and ad-
mired by the wise and the brave.” With these words, Edith Maude 
Eaton — better known by her pen name, Sui Sin Far — laid claim to 
her destiny. Though this statement is from an essay that was pu-
blished anonymously, it captures the boldness and honesty with 
which one of the first North American writers of Chinese heritage 
pursued a prolific career that spanned genres and decades. Cita 
Press’ An Immortal Book: Selected Writings by Sui Sin Far brings 
together autobiographical essays and short stories from different 
periods in Eaton’s career, showcasing her range as a storyteller, 
thinker, and stylist.

Revered for her contributions to Asian American and Asian Cana-
dian literature, Sui Sin Far is also a key figure in early women’s 
journalism, literature, and feminism. A master at developing 
characters and rendering place, she grappled with themes of 
identity, race, class, gender, sexuality, and politics in ways that 
still resonate today. Eaton wrote with a voice that was distinctly 
vibrant and metropolitan, publishing journalism, poetry, travel 
writing, literary sketches, interviews, essays, and sensationalist 
fiction. According to Professor Mary Chapman, whose recent 
scholarship has more than tripled Eaton’s known output, over 260 
works appeared in nearly sixty magazines and newspapers in the 
U.S., Canada, and Jamaica from 1888 to 1914. 

Eaton’s characters often found themselves in dramatic, tragic, or 
intrepid scenarios, and indeed her own biography reads like a work 
of fiction. Born in 1865 in Cheshire, England, she was the eldest 
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daughter in a family of fourteen children and was raised among 
books and artists (though she left school to work at a very young 
age). Her British father had studied art in France before working in 
Shanghai, where he met Eaton’s Chinese mother, a formerly ens-
laved tightrope dancer and human target of a knife-throwing act 
who had toured the world with an acrobatic troupe. Shortly after 
her birth, the Eatons moved to New York and later settled in Mon-
treal where they were likely the only mixed Chinese-white family 
in the city. Several of her siblings eventually “passed” as white or 
other ethnicities that were subject to less racism at that time, in-
cluding her sister, the author and screenwriter Winnifred Eaton, 
who adopted the invented “Japanese” name Onoto Watanna.

At age fourteen, Eaton began experiencing attacks of inflam-
matory rheumatism. While her health suffered, the disorder did 
not stop Eaton from pursuing adventure. It’s thought that she may 
have assisted her father in smuggling Chinese people into the U.S. 
from Montreal (the subject shows up in both her journalism and 
fiction). She also lived in Jamaica for a time, taking over a reporting 
assignment at Gall’s Daily Newsletter in Kingston from Winnifred. 
Against the advice of would-be mentors (and, as her essays de-
pict, the preference of her landlords), she also embraced her 
Chinese heritage both publicly and professionally.

As a young reporter, she covered the growing Chinese community 
in Montreal and courageously defended Chinese immigrants from 
racist government policies like the Chinese Head Tax in Canada. It 
was when Eaton arrived in the U.S. in 1898 that she began pu-
blishing under the pen name Sui Sin Far, which translates to “Chi-
nese sacred lily.” She thrived living in San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, and later Boston, writing stories for publications such as the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Ladies’ Home Journal, Good Housekeeping, 
and the Los Angeles Express. Although her pieces about the Chinese 
community represent only part of her body of work, Eaton’s coverage 
of everyday immigrants likely made a real impact on the hearts and 
minds of readers.  

I discovered Eaton in the late 1990s, in an Asian American 
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Literature class at the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, when I was assigned her 1909 essay, “Leaves From the 
Mental Portfolio of an Eurasian.” As the daughter of a Korean 
American father and Jewish mother from Ireland, the word 
“Eurasian” practically jumped off the course syllabus since 
that was how I was referred to as a child, before terms like 
biracial, mixed, hapa, or multiracial were commonplace. It 
was the first time I read about someone like me. 

Upon reading the seminal work, which reads like memoir inflec-
ted with a manifesto, I instantly related to the blatant racism Eaton 
and her siblings experienced, as well as to the feeling of being gazed 
upon by strangers and being called over by people “for the purpo-
se of inspection.” And although I was an American and proud of 
my heritage, I nodded along as Eaton claimed, “After all I have no 
nationality and am not anxious to claim any. Individuality is more 
than nationality.” As a young journalist and aspiring novelist who 
had ties to multiple cultures and was figuring out my own identity, 
I felt empowered reading Eaton’s words, which seemed defiant in 
1999. Imagine their impact some ninety years earlier, when a con-
fluence of racist policies, inflammatory media, and hateful public 
rhetoric against Chinese people was the norm in North America. 

Chinese men had first arrived in the U.S. in the 1850s to try 
their luck during California’s Gold Rush and around 15,000 Chi-
nese workers helped build the Transcontinental Railroad in 
the 1860s. By the 1870s, a widespread depression caused the 
already-brewing hostility toward the Chinese to reach a fever 
pitch. The Chinese quickly became scapegoats who were seen 
as a threat to white America, with speeches, cartoons, and even 
congressional hearings vilifying the ethnic group in dark and 
disturbing ways. Echoes of this anti-Chinese sentiment were 
revived at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and more recent-
ly with new U.S. legislation that restricts the ability of Chinese 
nationals to buy property in some states. 

Eaton’s realist stories were a plea for society to view the Chinese 
as human beings with the same hopes and dreams and loves and 
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heartbreaks as European Americans. Her writings were being pu-
blished at a time when the U.S. maintained the Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1882, which halted all Chinese immigration for ten years 
(and ultimately, due to extensions, until 1943) and prevented Chi-
nese people in America from becoming citizens. The racist law 
also prevented the reunification of families who were left back in 
China. Meanwhile, anti-miscegenation laws in many states kept 
Chinese men from marrying white women, leading to a bachelor 
society for the mostly male workers who had arrived prior to or in 
spite of the immigration ban. 

While Eaton is often sympathetic in her portrayals of Chinese 
men, she didn’t shy away from calling out China’s patriarchal po-
licies at the time, including the practice of only educating boys 
or the fact that Chinese men could take multiple wives. Although 
Eaton herself never married, many of her stories are about love, 
marriage, and children. She also wrote about women helping 
women and the deep bonds of female friendship. In this book’s 
opening essay, “Sui Sin Far, the Half-Chinese Writer, Tells of Her 
Career,” Eaton said she “formed friendships with women who bra-
ced and enlightened me, women to whom the things of the mind 
and the heart appealed; women who were individuals, not merely 
the daughters of their parents, the wives of the husbands; women 
who taught me that nationality was no bar to friendship with tho-
se whose friendship was worth while.”  

In “The Persecution and Oppression of Me,” published anony-
mously under the byline, “By a Half Chinese,” Eaton delves into 
her identity, chronicling the racism she regularly encounters 
— anecdotes and attitudes that feel all too familiar in today’s 
racial and political climate. The personal and frank essay also 
showcases the trademark dry humor Eaton displays throu-
ghout her oeuvre. To wit:

One day my landlady inquired if I did not think that the 
reason why I was brighter than the ordinary Chinese 
was because I had white blood in my veins. I answered 
that I hadn’t the slightest doubt that the reason why I 
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was superior to a great many whites was because I had 
Chinese blood in my veins.

Eaton is best known for her 1912 book, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, 
which features seventeen fictional adult stories set in American 
Chinatowns and twenty “Tales of Chinese Children.” An Immortal 
Book includes the aforementioned essays and three stories from 
earlier in Eaton’s career alongside selections from both sections 
of Mrs. Spring Fragrance (some of which also appeared earlier 
in magazines). In the book’s titular story, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, 
who is Chinese, writes a letter to her husband about a lecture 
she attended in San Francisco. You can’t help but wonder how 
her white American readers felt — or if they were even in on the 
joke — reading such a sarcastic and scathing passage:  

The subject was “America, the Protector of China!” It was 
most exhilarating, and the effect of so much expression of 
benevolence leads me to beg of you to forget to remember 
that the barber charges you one dollar for a shave while he 
humbly submits to the American man a bill of fifteen cents. 
And murmur no more because your honored elder brother, 
on a visit to this country, is detained under the roof-tree of 
this great Government instead of under your own humble 
roof. Console him with the reflection that he is protected 
under the wing of the Eagle, the Emblem of Liberty. What 
is the loss of ten hundred years or ten thousand times ten 
dollars compared with the happiness of knowing oneself so 
securely sheltered?

In another story featuring many of the same characters, “The In-
ferior Woman,” Mrs. Spring Fragrance proclaims, “I desire to write 
an immortal book... My first subject will be ‘The Inferior Woman of 
America.’” A clever reversal, Eaton renders Mrs. Spring Fragrance 
as a would-be author writing about the ways of American women 
for her Chinese friends — an ironic acknowledgement of Eaton’s 
own outsider status as a journalist and author. 

While some of Eaton’s works are “slice of life” stories that shed 
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humorous or charming light on the everyday, others are downri-
ght haunting. “In the Land of the Free” is about a Chinese merchant 
who is waiting at the San Francisco waterfront to welcome his 
wife and two-year-old son from China. Upon disembarkment, the 
U.S. government takes the child away due to a lack of paperwork 
and an expensive struggle ensues. The boy is sent to a missionary 
school and renamed, and the eventual family reunion is devasta-
ting. Reading this story in 2023, one can’t help but draw a parallel 
to the countless family separations that have occurred at the U.S. 
southern border in recent years and imagine how horrified Eaton 
would be to know such policies were revived decades later. 

“The Americanization of Pau Tsu” features a well-meaning white 
woman who messes things up–a recurring trope in Eaton’s fic-
tion–but the story also reflects the author’s approach to feminism 
by giving the character of Pau Tsu agency. Scholars like Amy Ling 
have pointed to a possible “lesbian sensibility” in “The Chinese Lily,” 
a story about a disabled woman. And stories like “The Smuggling 
of Tie Co” have queer undertones, while others break gender nor-
ms (including multiple instances of crossdressing), and highlight 
feminist revisions of tradition — all examples of Eaton’s subversive 
nature and desire to challenge the status quo.   

Eaton died of heart disease in 1914, just two years after her first 
and only book was published. By this time, she had reached a 
rarified position as an incredibly popular writer whose obituary 
appeared in newspapers throughout North America. Thanks to 
this new, open access collection (which builds on the work of 
feminist scholars like Chapman, Ling, Annette White-Parks, 
and many others), her work will continue to be useful, known, 
heard, and admired — in other words, immortal. 
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Part 1

Essays
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Sui Sin Far, the Half Chinese Writer, Tells of Her 
Career

The Interesting Author’s Book, “The Dream of a Lifetime,” Which 
Will Appear This Spring, Tells of Her Vocations

Boston Daily Globe, May 5, 1912

As the Globe thinks that my experience in life has been unusual, 
and that a personal sketch will be interesting to its readers, I will 
try my best to furnish one. Certainly my life has been quite unlike 
that of any literary worker of whom I have read. I have never met 
any to know—save editors.

I have resided in Boston now for about two years.

I came here with the intention of publishing a book and planting 
a few Eurasian thoughts in Western literature. My collection of 
Chinese-American stories will be brought out very soon, under 
the title, “Mrs. Spring Fragrance.” I have also written another book 
which will appear next year, if Providence is kind.

In the beginning I opened my eyes in a country place in the 
county of Cheshire, England. My ancestors on my grandfather’s 
side had been known to the county for some generations back. 
My ancestors on my grandmother’s side were unknown to local 
history. She was a pretty Irish lass from Dublin when she first 
won my grandfather’s affections.

My father, who was educated in England and studied art in Fran-
ce, was established in business by his father at the age of 22, at 
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the Port of Shanghai, China. There he met my mother, a Chinese 
young girl, who had been educated in England, and who was in 
training for a missionary. They were married by the British Con-
sul, and the year following their marriage returned to England.

As I swing the door of my mental gallery I find radiant pictures in 
the opening, and through all the scenes of that period there walks 
one figure–the figure of my brother, Edward, a noble little fellow, 
whose heart and intelligence during the brief years of early child-
hood led and directed mine. I mention this brother because I have 
recently lost him through an accident, and his death has affected 
me more than I can say.

At the age of 4 years I started to go to school. I can remember be-
ing very much interested in English history. I remember also that 
my mother was a fascinating story teller and that I was greatly 
enamored of a French version of “Little Bo-Peep,” which my father 
tried to teach me.

Arrival in America.
When I was 6 years old my father brought us to America. Besides 
my first brother, who was only 10 months older than myself, I had 
now three sisters and another brother. We settled in Montreal, 
Can, and hard times befell, upon which I shall not dwell.

I attended school again and must have been about 8 years old 
when I conceived the ambition to write a book about the half Chi-
nese. This ambition arose from my sensitiveness to the remarks, 
criticisms and observations on the half Chinese which continually 
assailed my ears, also from an impulse, born with me, to describe, 
to impart to others all that I felt, all that I saw, all that I was. I was 
not sensitive without reason. Some Eurasions may affect that no 
slur is cast upon them because of their nationality; but I dislike cant 
and desire to be sincere. Wealth, of course, ameliorates certain 
conditions. We children, however, had no wealth.

I think as well my mind was stimulated by the reading of my 
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teacher, who sought to impress upon her scholars that the 
true fathers and mothers of the world were those who battled 
through great trials and hardships to leave to future genera-
tions noble and inspiring truths.

I left school at the age of 10, but shortly thereafter attracted the 
attention of a lovely old lady, Mrs. William Darling of Hochelaga, 
who induced my mother to send me to her for a few hours each 
day. This old lady taught me music and French. I remember her 
telling her husband that I had a marvelous memory and quoting 
“Our finest hope is finest memory,” which greatly encouraged me, 
as compared with my brother and sister, who both had splendid 
heads for figures, I ranked very low intellectually. It was Mrs. Dar-
ling who first, aside from my mother, interested me in my mo-
ther’s people, and impressed upon me that I should be proud that 
I had sprung from such a race. She also inspired me with the be-
lief that the spirit is more than the body, a belief which helped me 
through many hours of childish despondency, for my sisters were 
all much heavier and more muscular than I.

When my parents found that family circumstances made it ne-
cessary to withdraw me from Mrs. Darling, my old friend’s mind 
seemed to become wrought with me, and she tried to persuade 
them to permit her to send me to a boarding school. My father, 
however, was an Englishmen, and the idea of having any of his 
children brought up on charity, hurt his pride.

I, now in my 11th year, entered into two lives, one devoted entire-
ly to family concerns; the other, a withdrawn life of thought and 
musing. This withdrawn life of thought probably took the place of 
ordinary education with me. I had six keys to it; one, a great capa-
city for feeling; another, the key of imagination; third, the key of 
physical pain; fourth the key of sympathy; fifth, the sense of being 
differentiated from the ordinary by the fact that I was an Erusian 
[sic]; sixth, the impulse to create.

….
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Little Lace Girl.
The impulse to create was so strong within me that failing all other 
open avenues of development (I wrote a good deal of secret dog-
gerel verse around this period) I began making Irish crochet lace 
patterns, which I sold to a clique of ladies to whom I was known 
as “The Little Lace Girl.” I remember that when a Dominican exhi-
bition was held in Montreal a lace pattern which I sent to the art 
department won first prize—a great surprise to all my people as 
I was the only little girl competing. My mother was very proud of 
my work. I remember that when the church asked her to donate 
something she got me to crochet her a set of my mats as a gift.

At the age of 14 I succumbed to a sickness which affected both 
head and heart and retarded development both mentally and 
physically. Which is the chief reason, no doubt, why an ambi-
tion conceived in childhood is achieved only as I near the close 
of half a century. But for all this retardation and the fact that 
I suffered from recurrent attacks of the terrible fever, I never 
lost spirit and always maintained my position as the advisory 
head of the household. We had a large family of children and 
my father was an artist.

The wiseacres tell us that if we are good we will be big, healthy and 
contented. I must have been dreadfully wicked. The only thing big 
about me were my feelings; the only thing healthy, my color; the 
only content I experienced was when I peeped into the future and 
saw all the family grown and settled down and myself, far away 
from all noise and confusion, with nothing to do but write a book.

To earn my living I now began to sell my father’s pictures. I enjoyed 
this, and no doubt, it was beneficial, as it took me out into the open 
air and it brought me into contact with a number of interesting 
persons. To be sure, there was a certain sense of degradation and 
humiliation in approaching a haughty and contemptuous custo-
mer, and also periods of melancholy when disappointed in a sale 
I had hoped to effect or payment for a picture was not made when 
promised. But the hours of hope and elation were worth all the 
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dark ones. I remember staring out one morning with two pictures 
in my hand and coming home in the evening with $20. How happy 
was everybody!

This avocation I followed for some years. Besides affording me 
opportunities to study human nature, it also enabled me to gra-
tify my love for landscape beauty—a love which was and is almost 
a passion.

My 18th birthday saw me in the copying room of the Montreal Star, 
where for some months I picked and set type. While there I taught 
myself shorthand.

...

Became Stenographer.

As [sic] last I took a position as stenographer in a lawyer’s office. I 
do not think a person of artistic temperament is fitted for mecha-
nical work and it is impossible to make a success of it. Stenography, 
in particular, is torturing to one whose mind must create its own 
images. Unconsciously I was stultified by the work I had under-
taken. But it had its advantage in this respect, that it brought me 
into contact and communion with men of judgment and mental 
ability. I know that I always took an interest in my employers and 
their interests, and therefore, if I did not merit, at least received 
their commendation.

I recall that the senior member of the firm, now Judge Archibald 
of Montreal, occasionally chatted with me about books and wri-
ters, read my little stories and verse as they appeared, and usually 
commented upon them with amused interest. I used to tell him 
that I was ambitious to write a book. I remember him saying that 
it would be necessary for me to acquire some experience of life 
and some knowledge of character before I began the work and I 
assuring him seriously that I intended to form all my characters 
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upon the model of myself. “They will be very funny people then,” 
he answered with a wise smile.

While in this office I wrote some humorous articles which were 
accepted by Peck’s Sun, Texas Siftings and Detroit Free Press. I am 
not consciously a humorous person; but now and then uncons-
ciously I write things which seem to strike editors as funny.

One day a clergyman suggested to my mother that she should call 
upon a young Chinese woman who had recently arrived from Chi-
na as the bride of one of the local Chinese merchants. With the 
exception of my mother there was but one other Chinese woman 
in the city besides the bride. My mother complied with the clergy-
man’s wishes and I accompanied her.

From that time I began to go among my mother’s people, and it 
did me a world of good to discover how akin I was to them.

Passing by a few years I found myself in Jamaica, WI, working as a 
reporter on a local paper. It was interesting work until the novel-
ty wore off, when it became absolute drudgery. However, it was a 
step forward in development. I had reached my 27th year.

Sir Henry Blake was the Governor of the island while I was there, 
and I found the Legislative Council reporting both instructive and 
amusing. How noble and high principled seemed each honorable 
member while on the floor! How small and mean while compelled 
to writhe under the scorn and denunciation of some opposing 
brother! I used to look down from the press gallery upon the 
heads of the honorable members and think a great many things 
which I refrained from putting into my report.

I got very weary and homesick tramping the hot dusty streets of 
Kingston; and contracted malarial fever, the only cure for which, 
in my case was a trip up North.

I remained in Montreal about a year, during which period I wor-
ked, first, as a stenographer for Mr Hugh Graham (Now Sir Hugh) 
of the Star, and then in the same capacity for Mr G.T. Bell of the 
Grand Trunk Railway. Both of these positions I was compelled to 
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resign because of attacks of inflammatory rheumatism.

At last my physicians declared that I would never gain strength 
in Montreal, and one afternoon in June what was left of me—84 
pounds—set its face westward. I went to San Francisco, where I 
had a sister, a bright girl, who was working as a spotter in one of 
the photograph galleries. I fell in love with the City of the Golden 
Gate, and wish I had space in which to write more of the place in 
which all the old ache in my bones fell away from them, never to 
return again.

As soon as I could I found some work. That is, I located myself in 
a railway agency, the agent of which promised me $5 a month 
and as well an opportunity to secure outside work. But despite 
this agency’s fascinating situation at the corner of a shopping 
highway I made slight progress financially, and had it not been 
for my nature and my office window might have experienced 
a season of melancholy. As it was, I looked out of my window, 
watched a continuously flowing stream of humanity, listened 
to the passing bands, inhaled the perfume of the curbstone 
flower sellers’ wares, and was very much interested.

To eke out a living I started to canvas Chinatown for subscribers 
for the San Francisco Bulletin. During my pilgrimages thereto 
I met a Chinese whom I had known in Montreal. He inquired if I 
were still writing Chinese stories. Mr Charles Lummis made the 
same inquiry. Latent ambition aroused itself. I recommenced wri-
ting Chinese stories. Youth’s Companion accepted one.

But I suffered many disappointments and rejections, and the ur-
gent need for money pressing upon me, I bethought me of Seattle. 
Perhaps there Fortune would smile a little kinder. This suggestion 
had come some months before Lyman E. Knapp, ex-Governor of 
Alaska, who had dropped into my office one day to get some deeds 
typewritten. Observing that I understood legal work, he advised 
me to try “the old Siwash town,” where, he added, he was sure I 
would do better than in San Francisco.

To Seattle I sailed, and the blithe greenness of the shores of Pu-
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get Sound seemed to give me the blithest of welcomes. I was in 
my 29th year, and my sole fortune was $8. Before 5 o’clock of the 
first day here I had arranged for [a] desk room in a lawyer’s office 
and secured promise of patronage from several attorneys, a loan 
and mortgage company and a lumber and shingle merchant. I re-
member that evening I wrote my mother a letter, telling her that 
I had struck gold, silver, oil, copper, and everything else that luck 
could strike, in proof of which I grandiloquently shoved into her 
envelope a part of my remaining wealth.

As always on account of my inaccuracy as a stenographer and my 
inability to typewrite continuously, my earning capacity was sma-
ll; but I managed to hold up my head, and worked intermittently 
and happily at my Chinese stories.

….

Chinese Mission Teacher.
Occasionally I taught in a Chinese mission school, as I do here in 
Boston, but learned far more from my scholars than ever I could 
impart to them.

I also formed friendships with women who braced and enligh-
tened me, women to whom the things of the mind and the heart 
appealed; women who were individuals, not merely the daughters 
of their parents, the wives of the husbands; women who taught 
me that nationality was no bar to friendship with those whose 
friendship was worth while.

Ever and again, during the 14 years in which I lived in Seattle, 
whenever I had a little money put by, some inward impulse would 
compel me to use it for a passage home. The same impulse would 
drive me to work my way across the Continent, writing adverti-
sements for the different lines. Once when I saved up $85 toward 
a rest in which to write the book of my dreams news from home 
caused me to banish ambition for a while longer; and I sent my 
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little savings to pay a passage out West for one of my younger 
sisters. This sister remained with me for seven months, during 
which time I got her to learn shorthand and typewriting, so that 
upon her return to Montreal she would be enabled to earn her li-
ving. Thus did the ties of relationship belate me; but at the same 
time strengthen.

A year later, a shock of sudden grief so unfitted me for mechanical 
work that I determined to emancipate myself from the torture of 
writing other people’s thoughts and words with a heart full of my 
own, and throwing up my position, worked my way down South as 
far as the city of Los Angeles. Arrived there, I gave way to my ruling 
passion—the passion to write all the emotions of my heart away. But 
it was hard work—artistic expression. If I may so call it. I had been 
so long accustomed to dictation that when I sat down to compose, 
although my mind teemed with ideas tumultuously clamoring for 
release, I hesitated as if I were waiting for a voice behind me to ex-
press them. I had to free myself from that spell. My writings might 
be imperfect, but they had got to bear the impress of thoughts 
begotten in my own mind and clothed in my own words.

I struggled for many months. The Century Magazine took a story 
from me; but I remained discontented with my work. I was not dis-
contented with life, however. If there was nothing but bread to eat 
and water to drink, absorbed in my work I was immune to material 
things—for a while. You have to come back to them in the end.

….

Located in Boston.
As I have already said, two years ago I came East with the inten-
tion of publishing a book of Chinese-American stories. While I 
was in Montreal my father obtained for me a letter of introduction 
from a Chinese merchant of that city to his brother in Boston, Mr 
Lew Han Son. Through Mr Lew Han Son I became acquainted with 
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some Americans of the name of Austin who live in Dorchester and 
who have been my good friends ever since. I am also acquainted 
with a lady in Charlestown, Mrs Henderson, who is a sister of one 
of my Western friends. Save, however, some visiting among Chi-
nese friends, I do not mingle much in any kind of society. I am not 
rich and I have my work to do.

I have contributed to many of the leading magazines.

During the past year I have been engaged in writing my first book, 
and completed it a couple of months ago. In this undertaking I was 
encouraged by the managing editor of the Independent. Truth 
to tell, if I had not received some such encouragement I could not 
have carried the work to a successful completion, as I am one of 
those persons who have very little staying power.

To accomplish this work, or to enable me to have the leisure in 
which to accomplish it, I was obliged to obtain some financial as-
sistance, for one cannot live upon air and water alone, even if one 
is half-Chinese. Two of my lawyer friends in Montreal kindly 
contributed toward this end. I hope soon to be in a position to 
repay them.

My people in Montreal, my mother in particular, my Chinese 
friends in Boston and also American friends are looking forward 
to the advent of “Mrs Spring Fragrance” with, I believe, some en-
thusiasm. I am myself quite excited over the prospect. Would not 
any one be who had worked as hard as I have—and waited as long 
as I have—for a book?
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The Persecution and Oppression of Me

Editor’s note and content warning: This essay was originally 
published anonymously under the byline “By a Half Chinese.” 
It contains slurs and racist rhetoric against Black and Chine-
se people (recounting racism the author encountered in her life). 

The persecution and oppression of me is very real, tho perhaps 
not very apparent. The persecution is of such a peculiar charac-
ter, and such is my demeanor under it, that the majority of those 
around me are led to believe that instead of being persecuted I am 
a persecutor. This was the exprest opinion of a good Western wo-
man whose vision was somewhat shortened, and I have reason 
to believe that it is the opinion also of many Easterners. I am not 
sorry for this. I confess that I strive to give this impression. The 
dying game cock raises his head and crows while his foe stands 
over him. But to those who are not my foes there is more solace in 
writing the simple truth than in bravado.

I attribute this persecution and oppression of me to a peculiar 
combination of jealousy and prejudice. It is not the ordinary pre-
judice of race, I am convinced. All my life, wherever I have been, 
and wherever I go, I win friends and affection very easily. It is only 
after people have learned that there is a difference between me 
and them that the persecution begins. It is the persecution of 
the “Different.” It seems that it is human nature to be cruel to the 
different. Even in families this is seen. Was not Joseph hated by 
his brethren because he was a dreamer? And in these days of the 
laudation of the commonplace, life is peculiarly hard for the “di-
fferent.” Yet none of us chose how we would be born. We are all 
part of a great plan, and it is pathetic to think that so many who 
were designed to be “different” are cowed into casting aside their 
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individuality and sinking themselves into the great mass of the 
commonplace. I remember a clever little girl who used to pretend 
to be stupid because she wished her schoolfellows to love her. So 
strong the desire of the human heart for affection.

The temptation which assails the half Chinese who goes out into 
the world, as I have done, mixing for the most part with the res-
pectable middle class of the community—the class which is the 
most antagonistic of all to the “different”—is to pass as wholly 
white. This is a very easy thing to do, particularly if you have the 
Caucasian features. Dark hair and dark complexion are not pecu-
liar to the Chinese. There are dark people of other countries. Many 
French Canadian people are as dark and darker than the Chinese. 
There is a cast over the countenance of all persons who have Chi-
nese blood in their veins; but this does not necessarily proclaim 
them Chinese. They can be of Spanish, Italian or Mexican descent. 
I know a half Chinese whose features are altogether Mongolian; 
but as long as she keeps exclusively with the Americans, and is not 
seen with the Chinese, no one of the Americans among whom she 
lives would think of her as Chinese.

Because of this temptation, few, if any, of the half Chinese women 
and men, living in America, save those who live with the Chine-
se side of the family and are dependent upon it, are known to the 
world as Chinese. This makes living easier for them; yet it is the 
exposure of such frauds that makes the name of halfbreed a sy-
nonym for cowardice and all else that is contemptible.

The Persecution and Oppression of Me in America is because 
I will not be that sort of half breed, and prefer to reflect honor 
upon those who are of mixt Asiatic and European nationality. 
Why not? There is no real reason why any one who is Chinese 
as well as white should not be proud of the distinction. At the 
same time, I do not believe in being aggressively Chinese. It is 
only when, in the ordinary course of conversation, things are 
said and statements are made, untrue and unfounded, betra-
ying bitter prejudice against the Chinese people, that, in spite 
of my natural desire to be liked and well treated, I feel that I 
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must proclaim what I am. This, not for the sake of the Chinese, 
or for any one’s sake but my own, and my own honor.

“What is your father? What is your mother?” “From what country 
do you come?” These are ordinary questions and can be asked by 
mere acquaintances. Of course, one can give an evasive or untrue 
reply, but why should I? So, because I dare to be happy in my “sha-
me,” everything has been said and done which possibly could be 
said or done to humiliate me. I could not undertake to relate even 
one hundredth part of my experiences in this regard; but I will 
give a few, and tho some of them have been more amusing than 
painful, I am convinced they merit record as a protest against 
American race jealousy and prejudice.

A few years ago as I was traveling over the continent, I made 
the acquaintance of a man and woman from the State of Mas-
sachusetts. The woman seemed a pleasant person and her two 
year old little girl took a fancy to the seat beside me. That was 
all very well for awhile. There are times when I like children al-
tho I have no constant craving for them. But when I saw that 
Mrs. G— began to leave me the entire charge of the child and 
to slip off the car at every station before I had an opportunity 
to return the little one to her; I made up my mind that if I was 
to derive any benefit myself from the trip, I would have to use 
my wits. I had heard enough of Mr. and Mrs. G’s conversation to 
convince me that foreigners, i. e., Japanese and Chinese, exis-
ted only outside the social fences of Massachusetts, which, by 
the way, Massachusetts people usually carry around with them. 
So when Mrs. G— returned from a nice little outing at a South 
Dakota station, I plumped little Kitty into her maternal arms 
and stated that I expected to meet some Chinese friends at the 
next stopping place. Had I told the woman that I intended to 
jump out of the window, she could not have looked more ho-
rror struck. “You know I’m Chinese myself,” I added, and walked 
away. Several times during the course of the afternoon did poor 
little Kitty look my way, but from anything beyond looking, she 
was restrained. Once I heard the woman say to her husband, 
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“And she came out so boldly with it. Not a bit ashamed!” She 
mightn’t have meant me, but—. However, I enjoyed my stop at 
the next station. 

Out West, prejudice is not nearly so bitter as it is in the East—not 
against the Chinese. It never was as petty as the Eastern prejudi-
ce. Nevertheless, I have had reason to take note of some peculiar 
manifestations of the untender passion.

I took rooms one time with a widow woman who lived in a little 
cottage in a suburb of the city, which from all that the widow 
said, when she persuaded me to pay for a month’s rent in ad-
vance, would prove to be a peaceful Paradise. At that time I was 
studying Chinese and was in the habit of giving about half an 
hour to a Chinese manual every morning. Sometimes I carried 
the manual with me, sometimes I left it in the house.

On the third day, after moving into the cottage, my landlady knoc-
ked at the door and asked me to step out into the hall as she had 
something to say to me. “Come in,” I called. “What is it?” “No, I will 
not come in,” was the amazing reply, “I can’t come in. because I’m 
afraid you will mesmerize me.” I thought at first she was jesting, 
but when I turned to look at her I found her countenance rather 
too serious.

“I want to tell you,” said she, “that you must stop it.”

“Stop what?” I asked.

“Stop exercising occult powers over me; compelling me to like you 
against my will.”

As the desire of my soul at that time was peace and tranquility, I 
bade the woman close the door, at the same time unwisely remar-
king that it was a matter of indifference to me whether I was liked 
or not.

“You do care,” she asserted furiously. “You have centred your mind 
upon me, and are using all your Oriental magnetism to draw me 
into your power.” Then suddenly going down upon her knees, she 
cried: “I beg of you, I pray of you, to give up your study of occultism.”
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Naturally I began to think that I had a crazy woman to deal with 
and got up from my seat to lock my door. But she intervened her 
foot, and pointing to the table whereon lay my Chinese book, cried: 
“Can you deny it? See!”

Explanations don’t explain in some cases. 

I spent a restless night. I believed myself alone with a mad wo-
man, yet I hesitated to call in any one or to say anything lest my 
suspicions should be unfounded. Also I feared that because I was 
half foreign my tale would be pooh-poohed by the authorities.

The next morning I had occasion to pass my landlady in the hall. “It 
is all around you, all around you,” was the greeting she gave me.

“What?” I queried.

“The atmosphere,” she replied. “The atmosphere of your magne-
tism. I dare not come near you, for fear I should be drawn into its 
influence. It is the atmosphere of the East, of China or Japan—
those cursed heathen countries.” (The woman was of Spanish 
descent, but both she and her parents had been born in America. 
In religion she was Roman Catholic and while she talked, she clut-
ched a cross in her hand.)

“Keep away from me altogether then,” I returned impatiently. 
“When my month is up I shall leave you.”

“What,” she cried; “You little snip! You little Jap! You little Chinese! 
Dare to speak of leaving this house and I will spoil your little fo-
reign face and put a knife through your heart.”

I am a slender woman and not very tall, my heaviest weight not 
exceeding ninety-four pounds. My antagonist was a broad-fa-
ced, bullet-headed woman, heavily built, with a short neck, high 
shoulders and large sinewy arms. But even my worst enemies 
cannot accuse me of cowardice. So, for all the knife which she 
suddenly flashed out, I did not make any outcry. I simply retur-
ned to my room and began to pack. I could see at least that the 
poor thing really was sincere in her madness and dared not enter 
the charmed circle.
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After packing and locking my trunk I again went into the hall, 
and was again accosted by my landlady, who seemed to have 
been doing some thinking. She informed me that landladies 
have certain rights and privileges as well as lodgers, and that as 
I was leaving her of my own accord, and not because she had put 
me out, I could not claim the month’s rent in advance which I had 
paid, and no lawyer in the land would take my case. Furthermore 
she assured me that if ever I were to say or write a word against 
her, or reveal what had taken place, she would follow me to the 
ends of the earth and my life would pay the forfeit.

After playing my part in this thrilling drama I went to the house of 
a friend and stayed awake some nights in memory of it.

S. Y. J., a public school teacher, professed profound admiration for 
the Chinese, as a nation, and almost gushing affection for myself, 
as a friend. She was a bright and interesting woman and I liked 
her well for over a year. Yet, when we had a difference, in which I 
got the better of her, she revenged herself upon me by telling me 
that a relative of hers, who was also a teacher, was very much an-
noyed with her, because she would persist in being my friend, and 
cooingly added: “Isn’t it mean of her? I tell her you are such a dear 
little thing. But she won’t listen, only says: ‘I’m sure she eats rats. 
All those Chinese do. And you needn’t bring her to dinner because 
I don’t know how to cook rats.’”

Altho the two women quoted are public school teachers, they are 
the daughters of laboring men, and I have seen them eat fish with 
a knife (not silver either). It is the educated sons and daughters of 
uneducated parents who are the most bitterly prejudiced against 
the Chinese. I have yet to meet a man or woman from a home of 
refinement and culture who, when worsted in an argument, re-
sorts to the vulgar and cowardly weapon of race prejudice. I have 
noticed, however, that common people who wish to appear aris-
tocratic and superior are usually the greatest race ranters and 
patriots: probably because that is the only way in which they can 
distinguish themselves.
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When I last returned from the West I took up my residence in an 
Eastern town of some note. The house in which I lived was kept by 
a public school teacher, who was not teaching regularly. One day 
this teacher, who declared that she had taken a special liking to 
me, began a tirade against the negro race, and concluded it with: 
“But tho I despise and have the utmost contempt for the negroes, 
yet I hate worse the Chinese, who have such horrible ways.” “You 
do, do you,” I retorted; “Well, I am Chinese!” She gasped a little and 
said: “You’re jesting, aren’t you?” “No,” I replied, “I am half Chinese.” 
She told me she would never have guessed it, which she expected 
me to take as a great compliment. Then she begged me not to en-
lighten any one in the house as to the fact of my nationality, as she 
had said it would ruin her business should they know. I suggested 
that I leave her and take a room elsewhere; but she almost cried 
at the thought, and so as I do not like to grieve people I agreed to 
remain quiet; but at the same time reserved to myself the right to 
speak the truth should they ask me any questions.

As, when lodging around, I like to keep to myself, and dislike 
gossiping with neighbor roomers, it was no difficult matter to 
keep my nationality a secret from the other lodgers; but I soon 
discovered that my landlady, while begging me to keep quiet 
on the subject, made it her own business to inform certain 
persons, telling them as I subsequently learned, that she was 
allowing me to remain in the house out of pity, and because 
I really did seem like a white person, in some respects. I also 
began to observe that whenever she came into my room or I 
ran across her, if alone, she was very friendly and intimate. But 
when I met her in the company of others, she was a different 
person altogether, congealed, dignified and remote. I have very 
sharp ears and once I heard her say to a teacher from the Sou-
th, “I’m polite to her, but would not think of treating her as an 
equal,” and the teacher from the South returned, “The only way 
is to keep them down and order them about. That’s how we ma-
nage the negroes, even the whitest blooded.”

Unlike my landlady, the woman from the South was true to her 
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principles. I can say that much for her, if nothing else. The fo-
llowing morning I met her in the hall, and tho I had never spoken 
a word to her or she to me, without any preliminary, she gave me 
this peremptory order: “Run upstairs, and bring down the green 
cardboard box which I have left on the bureau in my room.” Need-
less to say, the order was not obeyed.

Among the lodgers were several men teachers and professors. 
These, to whom my nationality had also been whispered, were in 
the habit of talking about me sotto voce. I heard that they could 
not understand how a person of inferior race could earn her living 
in America, thru the exercise of her mental faculties, while native 
born daughters, lectured, schooled and colleged, were sweeping 
out rooms and making beds for a living. The whole street in which 
I lived and many other streets around were full of lodging hou-
ses kept by such women, and bitter and warped indeed were the 
majority of the poor things. I call them poor things, tho there was 
not one of them but was better off in this world’s goods than was 
I. But to return to the men. One of these told me that there were a 
couple of them who considered it an honor to be in the same hou-
se with me; but I have an idea that that speech was meant for my 
ears alone. You must understand that I was not supposed to know 
that any of the lodgers were acquainted with my nationality.

One day my landlady inquired if I did not think that the reason why 
I was brighter than the ordinary Chinese was because I had white 
blood in my veins. I answered that I hadn’t the slightest doubt that 
the reason why I was superior to a great many whites was because 
I had Chinese blood in my veins. She repeated this at an indigna-
tion meeting which was held that evening, and one of the learned 
Ph. D.’s remarked that I was evidently of Tartar origin. Next day my 
landlady came up primed:

“Don’t you think,” said she, “that you owe it to the white people who 
are your friends to refrain from associating, or having anything to 
do with the Chinese ?” I said that I could not see things that way. I 
then informed her that a Chinese relative of mine was coming to 
visit me, and, of course would stay in the same house in which I 
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lived. She appeared, very much perturbed and inquired if the said 
relative looked Chinese. I assured her that she was Chinese. “Well,” 
said she, “it will ruin my business to have her here. I have not allowed 
it to be known that you are Chinese.” “Then,” I replied, “I will have to 
change my rooming house.” She suggested that I find some other 
place for my relative. It was not necessary that we should live to-
gether. But no; where I was, there should be my Chinese relative. 
She almost cried. I was a permanent lodger, and permanent lodgers 
are very desirable. The teachers, after all, were only transients. “Oh,” 
she declared, “I have liked you so well and hidden from all the fact 
that you are Chinese.” The tone of her voice was that of one who 
says: “You are a thief and a criminal; but for personal reasons I 
have shielded you.”

I could stand it no longer. I said: “I need no screen. I will not live 
where I have to be afraid to say what I am proud to be.” Proud! She 
couldn’t get over that, and, of course, the tale went around, and 
many curious eyes were leveled upon me as I passed thru the hall 
that evening, and in a voice loud enough for all to hear, said that I 
was going out to visit some Chinese relations.

It being an assured thing that I could move away, my landlady had 
no scruples about speaking her mind for the rest of the time I was 
there. One of the most would-be cutting things she said to me 
was: “Do you know what that negro woman who cleans the hou-
se every Thursday said to me? She said, ‘I wouldn’t be seen spea-
king to a Chinese.’” This was immediately after I had received a call 
from people socially and in every other sense above the criticism 
of landladies.

Furthermore, I cannot help feeling and believing that jealousy is 
at the root of much which I have had to endure.

I live alone, and as my means are limited, entertain not at all. 
When I go out it is to the library, the art museum, or to the parks 
and beaches. I am never lonely when I am alone; but have rea-
son to know that my affection for the human family is as warm 
and perhaps truer than that of many of those who cannot find 
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any pleasure in themselves or away from some social circle. But 
my work and my double nationality make me an object of both 
friendly and offensive interest to many. I am the recipient of 
many calls, invitations, letters and communications, sometimes 
by ‘phone and sometimes by card, from persons seeking my ac-
quaintance. Most of these would-be friends and acquaintances 
are absolute strangers, and it is seldom that I pay any attention 
to their communications; but occasionally some person who 
is really interested in my work inspires me to return the cour-
tesy—when I am assured that it is a courtesy. It is only natural 
that one’s heart should glow to know that one’s work, tho insig-
nificant in itself, is being recognized for what it is worth or what 
it may lead to. On the other hand, it is oppressive and embarras-
sing to a woman of mature years to have to be the recipient of 
letters from men who pretend to entertain sentiments for her 
which are beyond the bounds of common sense or reason, see-
ing that the writers do not even know her. It is even worse to be 
called upon by such persons.

But some women can never forgive another woman for attrac-
ting any notice, either from the high or the low. Not even when the 
notice she received is only because of her nationality, which they 
claim to despise.

I cannot, however, blame any one for being jealous of and perse-
cuting me for having inspired the following, chosen out of a bright 
variety of such effusions. The picture drawn is so true of me and 
so flattering to my vanity that I give it to the world with my high 
regards to the author:

	 “Love, to Miss Confucius					   
“How cold and irresponsive is this Chinese: 

Of all the Shes 

I’ve pled to—Maid Confucius— 

Thou art most curious, 

That Love quite fails to touch thy wisdom; 

There does not come 
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A word responsive to its plea. Farewell, thou 			 

		  coldness! 

As bloodless as thy China’s oldness.”

Doesn’t that put the finishing touch to the persecution and 
oppression of me?

There is also directed against me a jealous persecution which is 
even harder to combat and much more subtle than the jealousy 
already complained of. This is the jealousy of those who call them-
selves the friends of the Chinese. I have experienced this only in 
the Eastern States.

It is well known that tho there are many good and earnest women 
teaching religion to the Chinese in America, there are also many 
who are unfit for teachers in any sense of the word, and who adopt 
religion as their profession because it is the only profession open 
to all, and no examination as to qualification is required. These 
women are usually amiable and easy-going females, who having 
no particular interest in life and advancing in years (tho some of 
them are young), take up with the simple Chinese, and no doubt 
make things, for a while, brighter and pleasanter for the exiles. 
In return for this they receive and sometimes exact a good part 
of the Chinaman’s earnings or business profit, if not in cash, at 
least in presents and finery. The time they devote to the Chinese, 
and their constant attentions to them, also, in some cases, their 
staunch defense of the Chinaman against the persecution of the 
whites, entitle them to what they receive, and more, in a material 
sense. But all who have at heart the true welfare of the Chinese 
must take exception to these women, both as teachers of religion 
and as constant companions to the Chinese men. It needs no ab-
normal perceptiveness to realize that such teachers of religion 
make mockery of what is sacred; also that their association with the 
Chinese gives the Chinese a bad reputation, and causes the unthin-
king mass of whites to look upon them as beguilers of white women; 
whereas, the fact is, it is the Chinese who are the beguiled. Hence, 
the persecution of the Chinese by the Eastern Americans.
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The intimate friendship of white women with Chinese men is the 
chief cause of the troubles of the Chinese in the Eastern States. In 
the Western cities, where the white women do not associate fami-
liarly with the Chinese, there is no persecution to speak of and the 
Chinese name is not held in contempt, as in the East.

Thirdly—and this is the gravest reason of all to me why the state 
of affairs described above should not be—is because nearly all 
the Chinese in America are married men, and their wives and 
children in China, looking forward for their return, often have 
to wait much longer than they otherwise would because of this 
friendship between the Chinese and the white women, who, tho 
not by any means bad women, work much mischief in the fami-
lies of the Chinese. 

Now, these things I have pointed out to some of my Chinese 
friends, and the result has been that several of them are now 
devoting themselves strictly to business, while others are ma-
king preparations to return to their homes in China. It has 
been hard for me to do this. It makes life so much pleasanter 
for yourself if you will smile at wrong and call it right, as many 
good people advise us to do. Everybody will love you then, and 
you will have all kinds of good things showered upon you. But 
the love of everybody is no temptation to me, and I have never 
had any desire to accumulate riches. All my ambition is to make 
myself useful, known, heard and admired by the wise and the 
brave. “Naked we came into the world, naked we go out of it.” 
So, when I see my friend about to drown, I do not stop to think 
whether holding him by the hair will hurt him or not.

Yet these women, failing to see things as I see them, are consumed 
with a foolish antagonism toward me, and, as I am told by some of 
the Chinese, are endeavoring with all their might and main to un-
dermine what little influence I have. In more than one case of the 
more ignorant Chinese they have succeeded. This, of course, is to 
be expected under the circumstances, and what I complain of is 
not so much the success of their campaign as their methods and 
means. For instance, in their jealous prejudice, they will tell the 
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Chinese that altho I am just as much Chinese as white, yet I live 
among the whites and associate with them on much more intima-
te terms than I do with the Chinese; that I am ashamed to be seen 
on the streets with the Chinese, save those of the higher class, and 
consider myself above them in every sense. Naturally the Chinese 
become worked up, and it is hard for me to explain to them that 
there are class distinctions as well as race, and that it would he 
quite beneath my dignity, and certainly be of little benefit to them, 
for me to tramp around with them to 10-cent shows and Chinese 
banquets, as do these women, who have nothing better to do. Also, 
that tho my left half is Chinese, yet I have been brought up enti-
rely among Europeans, and for many years my circle of friends 
and relations embraced no Chinese save one parent. They will say 
(these are the exact words of one): “You have the Chinese hands, 
the Chinese voice, the Chinese hair. Back of your head you look 
just like a Chinese, and you have the Chinese little figure. You are 
more Chinese than white. You know more about the Chinese than 
the Chinese know themselves. But you live with the white people 
and you must like them best.”

So I stand. It is all very amusing, of course; but at the same time, 
very distressing.

Originally published in The Independent (August 24, 1911) 
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Leaves from the Mental Portfolio of an Eurasian

Editor’s note and content warning: This essay contains slurs 
used against Black and Chinese people (recounting racism 
the author encountered in her life). 

When I look back over the years I see myself, a little child of scar-
cely four years of age, walking in front of my nurse, in a green 
English lane, and listening to her tell another of her kind that my 
mother is Chinese. “Oh Lord!” exclaims the informed. She turns 
around and scans me curiously from head to foot. Then the two 
women whisper together. Tho the word “Chinese” conveys very 
little meaning to my mind, I feel that they are talking about my 
father and mother and my heart swells with indignation. When 
we reach home I rush to my mother and try to tell her what I have 
heard. I am a young child. I fail to make myself intelligible. My mo-
ther does not understand, and when the nurse declares to her, 
“Little Miss Sui is a story-teller,” my mother slaps me.

Many a long year has past over my head since that day—the day 
on which I first learned I was something different and apart from 
other children, but tho my mother has forgotten it, I have not.

I see myself again, a few years older. I am playing with another 
child in a garden. A girl passes by outside the gate. “Mamie,” she 
cries to my companion. “I wouldn’t speak to Sui if I were you. Her 
mamma is Chinese.”

“I don’t care,” answers the little one beside me. And then to me, 
“Even if your mamma is Chinese, I like you better than I like Annie.”

“But I don’t like you,” I answer, turning my back on her. It is my first 
conscious lie.
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I am at a children’s party, given by the wife of an Indian officer 
whose children were schoolfellows of mine. I am only six years of 
age, but have attended a private school for over a year, and have 
already learned that China is a heathen country, being civilized by 
England. However, for the time being, I am a merry romping child. 
There are quite a number of grown people present. One, a white 
haired old man, has his attention called to me by the hostess. He 
adjusts his eyeglasses and surveys me critically. “Ah, indeed!” he 
exclaims. “Who would have thought it at first glance? Yet now I see 
the difference between her and other children. What a peculiar 
coloring! Her mother’s eyes and hair and her father’s features, I 
presume. Very interesting little creature!”

I had been called from play for the purpose of inspection. I do not 
return to it. For the rest of the evening I hide myself behind a hall 
door and refuse to show myself until it is time to go home.

My parents have come to America. We are in Hudson City, N.Y., 
and we are very poor. I am out with my brother, who is ten mon-
ths older than myself. We pass a Chinese store, the door of which 
is open. “Look!” says Charlie. “Those men in there are Chinese!” 
Eagerly I gaze into the long low room. With the exception of my 
mother, who is English bred with English ways and manner of 
dress, I have never seen a Chinese person. The two men within 
the store are uncouth specimens of their race, drest in working 
blouses and pantaloons with queues hanging down their backs. I 
recoil with a sense of shock.

“Oh, Charlie,” I cry. “Are we like that?”

“Well, we’re Chinese, and they’re Chinese, too, so we must be!” re-
turns my seven year old brother.

“Of course you are,” puts in a boy who has followed us down the 
street, and who lives near us and has seen my mother: “Chinky, 
Chinky, Chinaman, yellow-face, pig-tail, rat-eater.” A number of 
other boys and several little girls join in with him.

“Better than you,” shouts my brother, facing the crowd. He is youn-
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ger and smaller than any there, and I am even more insignificant 
than he; but my spirit revives.

“I’d rather be Chinese than anything else in the world,” I scream.

They pull my hair, they tear my clothes, they scratch my face, and 
all but lame my brother; but the white blood in our veins fights 
valiantly for the Chinese half of us. When it is all over, exhausted 
and bedraggled, we crawl home, and report to our mother that we 
have “won the battle”.

“Are you sure?” asks my mother doubtfully.

“Of course. They ran from us. They were frightened,” returns my 
brother.

My mother smiles with satisfaction.

“Do you hear?” she asks my father.

“Umm,” he observes, raising his eyes from his paper for an instant. 
My childish instinct, however, tells me that he is more interested 
than he appears to be.

It is tea time, but I cannot eat. Unobserved, I crawl away. I do not 
sleep that night. I am too excited and I ache all over. Our oppo-
nents had been so very much stronger and bigger than we. Toward 
morning, however, I fall into a doze from which I awake myself, 
shouting:

“Sound the battle cry;
See the foe is nigh.”

My mother believes in sending us to Sunday school. She has been 
brought up in a Presbyterian college.

The scene of my life shifts to Eastern Canada. The sleigh which has 
carried us from the station stops in front of a little French Cana-
dian hotel. Immediately we are surrounded by a number of villa-
gers, who stare curiously at my mother as my father assists her to 
alight from the sleigh. Their curiosity, however, is tempered with 
kindess, as they watch, one after another, the little black heads 
of my brothers and sisters and myself emerge out of the buffalo 
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robe, which is part of the sleigh’s outfit. There are six of us; four 
girls and two boys; the eldest, my brother, being only seven years 
of age. My father and mother are still in their twenties. “Les pau-
vres enfants,” the inhabitants murmur, as they help to carry us 
into the hotel. Then in lower tones: “Chinoise, Chinoise.”

For some time after our arrival, whenever children are sent for a 
walk, our footsteps are dogged by a number of young French and 
English Canadians, who amuse themselves with speculations as 
to whether, we being Chinese, are susceptible to pinches and hair 
pulling, while older persons pause and gaze upon us, very much 
in the same way that I have seen people gaze upon strange ani-
mals in a menagerie. Now and then we are stopt and plied with 
questions as to what we eat and drink, how we go to sleep, if my 
mother understands what my father says to her, if we sit on chairs 
or squat on floors, etc., etc., etc.

There are many pitched battles, of course, and we seldom leave 
the house without being armed for conflict. My mother takes a 
great interest in our battles, and usually cheers us on, tho I doubt 
whether she understands the depth of the troubled waters thru 
which her little children wade. As to my father, peace is his motto, 
and he deems it wisest to be blind and deaf to many things.

School days are short, but memorable. I am in the same class with 
my brother, my sister next to me in the class below. The little girl 
whose desk my sister shares shrinks close to the wall as my sister 
takes her place. In a little while she raises her hand.

“Please, teacher!”

“Yes, Annie.”

“May I change my seat?”

“No, you may not!”

The little girl sobs. “Why should I have to sit beside a————“

Happily, my sister does not seem to hear, and before long the two 
little girls become great friends. I have many such experiences.
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My brother is remarkably bright; my sister next to me has a won-
derful head for figures, and when only eight years of age helps my 
father with his night work accounts. My parents compare her with 
me. She is of sturdier build than I, and, as my father says, “Always 
has her wits about her.” He thinks her more like my mother, who 
is very bright and interested in every little detail of practical life. 
My father tells me that I will never make half the woman that my 
mother is or that my sister will be. I am not as strong as my sisters, 
which makes me feel somewhat ashamed, for I am the eldest little 
girl, and more is expected of me. I have no organic disease, but the 
strength of my feelings seems to take from me the strength of my 
body. I am prostrated at times with attacks of nervous sickness. 
The doctor says that my heart is unusually large; but in the light of 
the present I know that the cross of the Eurasian bore too heavily 
upon my childish shoulders. I usually hide my weakness from the 
family until I cannot stand. I do not understand myself, and I have 
an idea that the others will despise me for not being as strong as 
they. Therefore, I like to wander away alone, either by the river or 
in the bush. The green fields and flowing water have a charm for 
me. At the age of seven, as it is today, a bird on the wing is my em-
blem of happiness.

I have come from a race on my mother’s side which is said to be 
the most stolid and insensible to feeling of all races, yet I look back 
over the years and see myself so keenly alive to every shade of so-
rrow and suffering that it is almost a pain to live.

If there is any trouble in the house in the way of a difference between 
my father and mother, or if any child is punished, how I suffer! And 
when harmony is restored, heaven seems to be around me. I can be 
sad, but I can also be glad. My mother’s screams of agony when a baby 
is born almost drive me wild, and long after her pangs have subsided 
I feel them in my own body. Sometimes it is a week before I can get 
to sleep after such an experience.

A debt owing by my father fills me with shame. I feel like a criminal 
when I pass by the creditor’s door. I am only ten years old. And all the 
while the question of nationality perplexes my little brain. Why are 
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we what we are? I and my brothers and sisters. Why did God make 
us to be hooted and stared at? Papa is English, mamma is Chinese. 
Why couldn’t we have been either one thing or the other? Why is 
my mother’s race despised? I look into the faces of my father and 
mother. Is she not every bit as dear and good as he? Why? Why? 
She sings us the song she learned at her English school. She tells 
us tales of China. Tho a child when she left her native land she 
remembers it well, and I am never tired of listening to the story 
of how she was stolen from her home. She tells us over and over 
again of her meeting with my father in Shanghai and the romance 
of their marriage. Why? Why?

I do not confide in my father and mother. They would not unders-
tand. How could they? He is English, she is Chinese. I am different to 
both of them—a stranger, tho their own child. “What are we?” I ask 
my brother. “It doesn’t matter, sissy,” he responds. But it does. I love 
poetry, particularly heroic pieces. I also love fairy tales. Stories of 
everyday life do not appeal to me. I dream dreams of being great and 
noble; my sisters and brothers also. I glory in the idea of dying at the 
stake and a great genie arising from the flames and declaring to tho-
se who have scorned us: “Behold, how great and glorious and noble 
are the Chinese people!”

My sisters are apprenticed to a dressmaker; my brother is en-
tered in an office. I tramp around and sell my father’s pictures, 
also some lace which I make myself. My nationality, if I had only 
know it at that time, helps to make sales. The ladies who are my 
customers call me “The Little Chinese Lace Girl.” But it is a dan-
gerous life for a very young girl. I come near to “mysteriously 
disappearing” many a time. The greatest temptation was in the 
thought of getting far away from where I was known, to where no 
mocking cries of “Chinese!” “Chinese!” could reach.

Whenever I have the opportunity I steal away to the library and 
read every book I can find on China and the Chinese. I learn that 
China is the oldest civilized nation on the face of the earth and a 
few other things. At eighteen years of age what troubles me is not 
that I am what I am, but that others are ignorant of my superiority. 
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I am small, but my feelings are big—and great is my vanity.

My sisters attend dancing classes, for which they pay their own 
fees. In spite of covert smiles and sneers, they are glad to meet and 
mingle with other young folk. They are not sensitive in the sense 
that I am. And yet they understand. One of them tells me that she 
overheard a young man say to another that he would rather marry 
a pig than a girl with Chinese blood in her veins.

In course of time I too learn shorthand and take a position in an 
office. The local papers patronize me and give me a number of as-
signments, including most of the local Chinese reporting. I meet 
many Chinese persons, and when they get into trouble am often 
called upon to fight their battles in the papers. This I enjoy. My 
heart leaps for joy when I read one day an article by a New York 
Chinese in which he declares, “The Chinese in America owe an 
everlasting debt of gratitude to Sui Sin Far for the bold stand she 
has taken in their defense.”

The Chinaman who wrote the article seeks me out and calls upon 
me. He is a clever and witty man, a graduate of one of the Ameri-
can colleges and as well a Chinese scholar. I learn that he has an 
American wife and several children. I am very much interested in 
these children, and when I meet them my heart throbs in sympa-
thetic tune with the tales they relate of their experiences as Eura-
sians. “Why did paper and mamma born us?” asks one. Why?

I also meet other Chinese men who compare favorably with the 
white men of my acquaintance in mind and heart qualities. Some 
of them are quite handsome. They have not as finely cut noses and 
as well developed chins as the white men, but they have smoother 
skins and their expression is more serene; their hands are better 
shaped and their voices softer.

Some little Chinese women whom I interview are very anxious to 
know whether I would marry a Chinaman. I do not answer No. 
They clap their hands delightedly, and assure me that the Chinese 
are much the finest and best of all men. They are, however, a little 
doubtful as to whether one could be persuaded to care for me, full- 
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blooded Chinese people having a prejudice against the half white.

Fundamentally, I muse, people are all the same. My mother’s race 
is as prejudiced as my father’s. Only when the whole world beco-
mes as one family will human beings be able to see clearly and 
hear distinctly. I believe that some day a great part of the world 
will be Eurasian. I cheer myself with the thought that I am but a 
pioneer. A pioneer should glory in suffering.

“You were walking with a Chinaman yesterday,” accuses an ac-
quaintance.

“Yes, what of it?”

“You ought not to. It isn’t right.”

“Not right to walk with one of my mother’s people? Oh, indeed!”

I cannot reconcile his notion of righteousness with my own.

***

I am living in a little town away off on the north shore of a big lake. 
Next to me at the dinner table is the man for whom I work as a 
stenographer. There are also a couple of business men, a young 
girl and her mother.

Some one makes a remark about the cars full of Chinamen that 
past that morning. A transcontinental railway runs thru the town.

My employer shakes his rugged head. “Somehow or other,” says 
he, “I cannot reconcile myself to the thought that the Chinese are 
humans like ourselves. They may have immortal souls, but their 
faces seem to be so utterly devoid of expression that I cannot help 
but doubt.”

“Souls,” echoes the town clerk. “Their bodies are enough for me. A 
Chinaman is, in my eyes, more repulsive than a nigger.”

“They always give me such a creepy feeling,” puts in the young girl 
with a laugh.

“I wouldn’t have one in my house,” declares my landlady.
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“Now, the Japanese are different altogether. There is something 
bright and likeable about those men,” continues Mr. K.

A miserable, cowardly feeling keeps me silent. I am in a Middle 
West town. If I declare what I am, every person in the place will 
hear about it the next day. The population is in the main made up 
of working folks with strong prejudices against my mother’s coun-
trymen. The prospect before me is not an enviable one—if I speak. 
I have no longer an ambition to die at the stake for the sake of de-
monstrating the greatness and nobleness of the Chinese people.

Mr. K turns to me with a kindly smile.

“What makes Miss Far so quiet?” he asks.

“I don’t suppose she finds the ‘washee washee men’ particularly 
interesting subjects of conversation,” volunteers the young ma-
nager of the local bank.

With a great effort I raise my eyes from my plate. “Mr. K.,” I say, 
addressing my employer, “the Chinese people may have no souls, 
no expression on their faces, be altogether beyond the pale of ci-
vilization, but whatever they are, I want you to understand that I 
am—I am a Chinese.”

There is silence in the room for a few minutes. Then Mr. K. pushes 
back his plate and standing up beside me, says:

“I should have not spoken as I did. I know nothing whatever about 
the Chinese. It was pure prejudice. Forgive me!”

I admire Mr. K.’s moral courage in apologizing to me; he is a cons-
cientious Christian man, but I do not remain much longer in the 
little town.

***

I am under a tropic sky, meeting frequently and conversing with 
persons who are almost as high up in the world as birth, education, 
and money can set them. The environment is peculiar, for I am 
also surrounded by a race of people, the reputed descendants of 
Ham, the son of Noah, whose offspring, it was prophesied, should 
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be the servants of the songs of Shem and Japheth. As I am a des-
cendant, according to the Bible, of both Shem and Japeth, I have 
a perfect right to set my heel upon the Ham people; but tho I see 
others around me following out the Bible suggestion, it is not in 
my nature to be arrogant to any but those who seek to impress me 
with their superiority, which the poor black maid who has been 
assigned to me by the hotel certainly does not. My employer’s wife 
takes me to task for this. “It is unnecessary,” she says, “to thank a 
black person for service.”

The novelty of life in the West Indian island is not without its 
charm. The surroundings, people, manner of living, are so enti-
rely different from what I have been accustomed to up North that 
I feel as if I were “born again”. Mixing with people of fashion, and 
yet not of them, I am not of sufficient importance to create com-
ment or curiosity. I am busy nearly all day and often well into the 
night. It is not monotonous work, but it is certainly strenuous. The 
planters and business men of the island take me as a matter of 
course and treat me with kindly courtesy. Occasionally an Engli-
shman will warn me against the “brown boys” of the island, little 
dreaming that I too am of the “brown people” of the earth.

When it begins to be whispered about the place that I am not 
all white, some of the “sporty” people seek my acquaintance. I 
am small and look much younger than my years. When, howe-
ver, they discover that I am a very serious and sober-minded 
spinster indeed, they retire quite gracefully, leaving me a few 
amusing reflections.

One evening a card is brought to my room. It bears the name of 
some naval officer. I go down to my visitor, thinking he is proba-
bly some one who, having been told that I am a reporter for the 
local paper, has brought me an item of news. I find him lounging 
in an easy chair on the veranda of the hotel—a big, blond, hand-
some fellow, several years younger than I.

“You are Lieutenant———?” I inquire.

He bows and laughs a little. The laugh doesn’t suit him somehow—
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and it doesn’t suit me, either.

“If you have anything to tell me, please tell it quickly, because I’m 
very busy.”

“Oh, you don’t really mean that,” he answers, with another silly 
and offensive laugh. “There’s always plenty of time for good times. 
That’s what I am here for. I saw you at the races the other day and 
twice at King’s House. My ship will be here for——weeks.”

“Do you wish that noted?” I ask.

“Oh, no! Why—I came just because I had an idea that you might 
like to know me. I would like to know you. You look such a nice litt-
le body. Say, wouldn’t you like to go for a sail this lovely night? I will 
tell you all about the sweet little Chinese girls I met when we were 
at Hong Kong. They’re not so shy!”

***

I leave Eastern Canada for the Far West, so reduced by another 
attack of rheumatic fever that I only weigh eighty-four pounds. 
I travel on an advertising contract. It is presumed by the railway 
company that in some way or other I will give them full value for 
their transportation across the continent. I have been ordered 
beyond the Rockies by the doctor, who declares that I will never 
regain my strength in the East. Nevertheless, I am but two days 
in San Francisco when I start out in search of work. It is the first 
time that I have sought work as a stranger in a strange town. 
Both of the other positions away from home were secured for 
me by home influence. I am quite surprised to find that there is 
no demand for my services in San Francisco and that no one is 
particularly interested in me. The best I can do is accept an offer 
from a railway agency to typewrite their correspondence for 
$5 a month. I stipulate, however, that I shall have the privilege 
of taking in outside work and that my hours shall be light. I am 
hopeful that the sale of a story or newspaper article may add to 
my income, and I console myself with the reflection that, consi-
dering that I still limp and bear traces of sickness, I am fortunate 
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to secure any work at all.

The proprietor or one of the San Francisco papers, to whom I 
have a letter of introduction, suggests that I obtain some subs-
criptions from the people of China town, that district of the city 
having never been canvassed. This suggestion I carry out with 
enthusiasm, tho I find that the Chinese merchants and people 
generally are inclined to regard me with suspicion. They have 
been imposed upon so many times by unscrupulous white peo-
ple. Another drawback—save for a few phrases, I am unacquain-
ted with my mother tongue. How, then, can I expect these people 
to accept me as their own countrywoman? The Americanized 
Chinamen actually laugh in my face when I tell them that I am of 
their race. However, they are not all “doubting Thomases.” Some 
little women discover that I have Chinese hair, color of eyes and 
complexion, also that I love rice and tea. This settles the matter 
for them—and for their husbands.

I meet a half Chinese, half white girl. Her face is plastered with 
a thick white coat of paint and her eyelids and eyebrows are 
blackened so that the shape of her eyes and the whole expres-
sion of her face is changed. She was born in the East, and at 
the age of eighteen came West to answer an advertisement. Li-
ving for many years among the working class, she had heard 
little but abuse of the Chinese. It is not difficult, in a land like 
California, for a half Chinese, half white girl to pass as one of 
Spanish or Mexican origin. This poor child does, tho she lives 
in nervous dread of being “discovered.” She becomes engaged 
to a young man, but fears to tell him what she is, and only does 
so when compelled by a fearless American girl friend. This girl, 
who knows her origin, realizing that the truth sooner or later 
must be told, and better soon than late, advises the Eurasian to 
confide in the young man, assuring her that he loves her well 
enough to not allow her nationality to stand, a bar sinister, be-
tween them. But the Eurasian prefers to keep her secret, and 
only reveals it to the man who is to be her husband when driven 
to bay by the American girl, who declares that if the halfbreed 
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will not tell the truth, she will. When the young man hears that 
the girl he is engaged to has Chinese blood in her veins, he exc-
laims: “Oh, what will my folks say?” But that is all. Love is stron-
ger than prejudice with him, and neither he nor she deems it 
necessary to inform his “folks.”

The Americans, having for many years manifested a much higher 
regard for the Japanese than for the Chinese, several half Chinese 
young men and women, thinking to advance themselves, both in 
a social and business sense, pass as Japanese. They continue to 
be known as Eurasians; but a Japanese Eurasian does not appear 
in the same light as a Chinese Eurasian. The unfortunate Chinese 
Eurasians! Are not those who compel them to thus cringe more to 
be blamed than they?

People, however, are not all alike. I meet white men, and women, 
too, who are proud to mate with those who have Chinese blood 
in their veins, and think it a great honor to be distinguished by 
the friendship of such. There are also Eurasians and Eurasians. 
I know of one who allowed herself to become engaged to a white 
man after refusing him nine times. She had discouraged him in 
every way possible, had warned him that she was half Chinese; 
that her people were poor, that every week or month she sent 
home a certain amount of her earnings, and that she man she 
married would have to do as much, if not more; also, most un-
compromising truth of all, that she did not love him and never 
would. But the resolute and undaunted lover swore that it was 
a matter of indifference to him whether she was a Chinese or 
a Hottentot, that it would be his pleasure and privilege to allow 
her relations double what it was in her power to bestow, and as 
to not loving him—that did not matter at all. He loved her. So, 
because the young woman had a married mother and married 
sisters, who were always picking at her and gossiping over her 
independent manner of living, she finally consented to marry 
him, recording the agreement in her diary thus:

“I have promised to become the wife of——-——- on——-, 189-, be-
cause the world is so cruel and sneering to a single woman—and 
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for no other reason.”

Everything went smoothly until one day. The young man was driving 
a pair of beautiful horses and she was seated by his side, trying very 
hard to imagine herself in love with him, when a Chinese vegetable 
gardener’s cart came rumbling along. The Chinaman was a jo-
lly-looking individual in blue cotton blouse and pantaloons, his 
rakish looking hat being kept in place by a long queue which was 
pulled upward from his neck and wound around it. The young 
woman was suddenly possest with the spirit of mischief. “Look!” 
she cried, indicating the Chinaman, “there’s my brother. Why 
don’t you salute him?”

The man’s face fell a little. He sank into a pensive mood. The wic-
ked one by his side read him like an open book.

“When we are married,” said she, “I intend to give a Chinese party 
every month.”

No answer.

“As there are very few aristocratic Chinese in this city, I shall fill up 
with the laundrymen and the vegetable farmers. I don’t believe in 
being exclusive in democratic America, do you?”

He hadn’t a grain of humor in his composition, but a sickly smile 
contorted his features as he replied:

“You shall do just as you please, my darling. But—but—consider 
a moment. Wouldn’t it just be a little pleasanter for us if, after 
we are married, we allowed it to be presumed that you were—
er—Japanese? So many of my friends have inquired of me if 
that is not your nationality. They would be so charmed to meet 
a little Japanese lady.”

“Hadn’t you better oblige them by finding one?”

“Why—er—what do you mean?”

“Nothing much in particular. Only—I am getting a little tired of 
this,” taking off the ring.
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“You don’t mean what you say! Oh, put it back, dearest! You know 
I would not hurt your feelings for the world!”

“You haven’t. I’m more than pleased. But I do mean what I say.”

That evening, the “ungrateful” Chinese Eurasian diaried, among 
other things, the following:

“Joy, oh, joy! I’m free once more. Never again shall I be untrue to 
my own heart. Never again will I allow any one to ‘hound’ or ‘sneer’ 
me into matrimony.”

I secure transportation to many California points. I meet some li-
terary people, chief among whom is the editor of the magazine 
who took my first Chinese stories. He and his wife give me a warm 
welcome to their ranch. They are broadminded people, whose 
interest in me is sincere and intelligent, not affected and vulgar. 
I also meet some funny people who advise me to “trade” upon 
my nationality. They tell me that if I wish to succeed in literatu-
re in America I should dress in Chinese costume, carry a fan in 
my hand, wear a pair of scarlet beaded slippers, live in New York, 
and come of high birth. Instead of making myself familiar with the 
Chinese Americans around me, I should discourse on my spirit 
acquaintance with Chinese ancestors and quote in between the 
“Good mornings” and “How d’ye dos” of editors.

“Confucius, Confucius, how great is Confucius, Before 
Confucius, there never was Confucius. After Confu-

cius, there never came Confucius,” etc., etc., etc.,

or something like that, both illuminating and obscuring, don’t you 
know. They forget, or perhaps they are not aware that the old Chi-
nese sage taught “The way of sincerity is the way of heaven.”

My experiences as a Eurasian never cease; but people are not now 
as prejudiced as they have been. In the West, too, my friends are 
more advanced in all lines of thought than those whom I knew in 
Eastern Canada—more genuine, more sincere, with less of the 
form of religion, but more of its spirit.
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So I roam backward and forward across the continent. When I am 
East, my heart is West. When I am West, my heart is East. Before 
long I hope to be in China. As my life began in my father’s country 
it may end in my mother’s.

After all I have no nationality and am not anxious to claim any. In-
dividuality is more than nationality. “You are you and I am I,” says 
Confucius. I give my right hand to the Occidentals and my left to 
the Orientals, hoping that between them they will not utterly des-
troy the insignificant “connecting link.” And that’s all.

Originally published in The Independent (New York), January 21, 1909.
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A Trip in a Horse Car

Editor’s note: This is one of Eaton’s first publications– an exam-
ple of a form she refers as tosketch her “sketches.” It’s not quite 
fiction, and as it reads like a bridge between her journalism, 
her memoiristic essays, and her observational short stories, 
it feels like a fitting transition from the essays to the stories in 
this volume. 

I always had a liking for a ride in a horse car. Other people may 
enjoy their carriage and sleigh drives, but I, who am of humbler 
mind, prefer a horse car. There you can be alone, yet not alone. 
You can lose yourself in a day dream, without any one interfering, 
or you can interest yourself in the different species of the human 
family one is apt to meet in this vehicle. Sometimes you meet a 
friend and enjoy a pleasant chat, and sometimes you have the ple-
asure of sitting side by side with your worst enemy. You meet all 
kinds of people in these cars, high and low, rich and poor, the qua-
lity and a quantity of the city, and, as “variety is the spice of life,” 
you will understand why I have a weakness for a trip in a horse car. 

Many a pleasant half hour, or longer, have I spent riding throu-
gh the busy streets, engaged in contemplating the faces of my 
fellow-passengers, catching little glimpses of their lives, and ro-
mancing and moralizing, as the case might be. This occupation 
has afforded me a great deal of pleasure, and, as I do not like to be 
selfish, and have always wished for some one with whom to share 
this pleasure, we will journey together in spirit from Mile End to 
Cote St. Antoine. Time, about three o’clock in the afternoon. 

Here comes the car. Jump in and make yourself comfortable. 
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It is occupied by two women; one is about forty and the other a 
girl of eighteen. They are French-Canadians and evidently earn 
their living by sewing, for each carries a number of coats on her 
arm, taking them to some shop in the city, probably. Not much 
pay do these poor women get for their toilsome work — stitch, 
stitch, stitching, day after clay, and yet they seem tolerably ha-
ppy and contented. It is well for some to be born unambitious. 

Some one else is entering the car now–a portly man, with a red 
face and a merry, comfortable look. He looks around, as if to find 
somebody to talk to; but, as there is no one who is likely to prove 
companionable, he at last settles down into an unsettled state un-
til the next passenger appears.

This happens to be a dark little fellow, whom the stout passenger 
greets with some genial expression in French. Most likely, he is an 
acquaintance for they immediately strike up a voluble conversation, 
and, although I do not understand their language, their gestures 
and animated expression afford me no little amusement. 

The car stops again to let in a young lady and a little girl. The young 
lady has a face which makes one think of something good. Very 
few people possess a really good face, and it rests tired eyes to gaze 
upon this one. The little girl is about seven years old, so pretty and 
winning that I feel quite angry when the form of a young man in-
tervenes between us, and I see that some newcomers have taken 
their places. These newcomers are a young man and his girl. What 
strikes me as remarkable about this couple is that the young girl 
appears to be very proud of her escort and the young man shows 
plainly that he appreciates himself, if no one else does. He belongs 
to that class of youths who are sometimes called “mashers” — that 
is, they imagine they make a great impression on every girl. It is 
my opinion that he even thinks he has mashed a couple of typical 
old maids who are set up just opposite him. One of them, at any 
rate, does not seem to feel so. I hear her whisper to her companion 
that she does not know how any girl can be so silly as to be pleased 
and proud to be seen in the company of such a senseless fellow as 
the one in front of them. She says this rather spitefully, and I am 
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inclined to say “Sour grapes’’ (inaudibly, of course). But on second 
thoughts. I refrain from the uncharitable remark, because there 
does seem some truth in what she says about the young man, and 
how can we expect one whose heart has lain dormant for years to 
understand the feelings of a young girl in love?

Who is this in dirty rags and a worn-out face, carrying a basket 
on her arm? Who is this that shrinks into a corner, as if she would 
willingly shrink out of the world? ‘Tis a poor beggar girl, who has 
perhaps begged money enough to carry her weary limbs home 
to some miserable den. How wretched, how dull she looks! Life 
holds nothing bright for such a one. God alone knows what her 
life is. The sooner ‘tis ended the better. Such misery is seen and 
passed by every day of our lives, and yet, how many think of doing 
anything to stop it. People preach and preach, but very few obey 
the old maxim which tells us to practice what we preach. There are 
some who honestly intend to do good, but when the tale comes for 
acting they’ll let it pass, and chance after chance they miss in this 
way, until one day they wake up to the fact that their life is over 
and their dreams have come to naught. 

	 Why is it that so many dream 
	 Of great deeds to be done? 

	 Why is it that so many dream 
	 Of honours to be won? 

	 Why is it that men dream and dream 
	 Till the sands of life are run? 

Why, ah, why is there so much planning and thinking and so little 
doing? But there is no time to puzzle out conundrums in a horse 
car, and as a man with his arms full of parcels, presenting a rather 
funny appearance, is struggling to get a seat near me, I break up 
the train of thought which is perplexing my brain and thought and 
interest myself in the fresh arrival. He has tumbled one of the par-
cels on the floor and a little stream of white sugar is oozing out. 
A couple of fashionably dressed ladies are just behind him, and 
I think it would be kindness on their part to let him know that he 
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is losing his sugar, but they take their seats unconcernedly and 
allow the conductor to notify him of the fact. They choose a seat 
as far away as possible from the beggar girl, whom they regard 
with faces of disgust and, after they are comfortably settled, begin 
a conversation about some mission for which they are collecting 
contributions. They are rich ladies, good church members, cha-
ritable in many ways; but I am afraid they will not have the same 
position in the next world that they have in this. 

The man with the parcels has a great deal of difficulty in pre-
venting them from slipping off his knees, and the efforts he 
makes from time to time to keep them in place are very amusing. 
At last he produces a large red cotton handkerchief and ties them 
up. When this is done he heaves such a sigh of relief that every one 
in the car knows he has at last found ease. 

The car is pretty well filled now. A young person of the mascu-
line gender, in passing me, has almost pushed me out of my 
seat–unintentionally, of course. I can see by his face that he is 
absent-minded, and not only absent-minded, but miserable, 
though why he should be miserable I don’t know. Young, tolera-
bly good-looking, dressed well and healthy, he ought to be happy 
enough. Perhaps he has been crossed in love. But I cannot tell 
Some people would go through life with a gloomy countenance 
if they had all the blessings of heaven showered on them. It may 
be that those people who persist in looking miserable desire to 
be pitied. Well, we do pity them. We pity all those whose lot in life 
is hard, and we pity them because they require pity; but there is a 
deeper feeling than pity in our breasts for the unknown ones 
who hide their sorrow from the world’s curious gaze, to whom 
pity gives positive pain when coming from those who do not 
understand what they are pitying; for we know that they who 
sorrow the most give no sign; that the saddest hearts are oft 
the bravest.

Here comes a man I know. At least, I know him by sight, and I have 
been told by different people that he is a crank. He is a pleasant 
looking old fellow, with a queer little way of looking at people, but 
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I do not see anything cranky about him. I think the world is get-
ting ratter cranky on the subject of cranks. If a person happens to 
be a little different from the generality of this world’s inhabitants, 
he or she is sure to be called a crank, or something very like that 
expressive word. 

A fine-looking old lady, with white hair, has a seat between the 
fashionable ladies and the beggar girl. She does not shrink from 
coming into contact with a fellow being. Her benevolent face 
beams upon all around her, and the other ladies, with whom she is 
evidently acquainted, change their disagreeable looks to amiable 
ones by the force of her example. 

A couple of business men are discussing politics in a corner. It 
seems to me to be a rather one- sided discussion, as one of the men 
is not at all interested, which can easily be seen by the monosyllabic 
way in which he replies to his companion. He (the companion) is so 
enthusiastic that he does not notice the other man’s indifference, 
but goes on discussing and arguing indefatigably. 

Now, I have reached my destination and must say good-bye, 
hoping sometime to have the pleasure of another trip with you. 

Montreal. 				    EDITH EATON

Originally published in Dominion Illustrated (October 1888).



AN IMMORTAL BOOK

58

PART 2 

Stories
Part 2

Stories



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

59

Misunderstood, or the Story of a Young Man

Editor’s note: This early story, which was not published under 
a pen name, relies on the same Tennyson lines that propel the 
action in “Mrs. Spring Fragrance” (the next story in this co-
llection) – in a much different, but strangely complementary, 
application. 

There once lived a very amiable young man. The reason why I call 
him an amiable young man is because he had a great desire to 
make every woman he knew happy. How he could accomplish this 
was his thought night and day.

I

One evening, while deeply meditating upon this subject, an appa-
rition appeared upon him, (Apparitions from the unknown world 
often appear to spiritual, noble-minded young men, even at the 
present day.) Well, this mysterious being, divining the thoughts 
which were puzzling the brain of my hero, addressed him in this 
wise: “Young man, your great and laudable ambition shall be grati-
fied. A woman’s happiness is comprised in one little word, and that 
word is LOVE. Do not all the great writers of the past and present 
endorse my opinion? Yea, even though her love be unrequited, she 
is happier for having felt that noble sentiment. Tennyson says: 

‘Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all. 

Therefore, young man, if you really wish to make them happy, you 
must have the power to win their love, which power I am able to 
give you, saying which the spirit laid its hands upon the young 
man’s head and kept them there while he concluded his speech in 
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the following words: 

“I do not say that those whose hearts you win will know nought 
but bliss. No, on the contrary, many will suffer deeply through you 
and, like the flowers wither and fade away, for love in some cases 
acts like a disease. You will, therefore, be able to create both happi-
ness and misery, but the happiness will over-balance the misery. 
Young man, I confer upon you this power on one condition, which 
is, that you will keep your own heart free. If you do not, the spell 
will be broken and I will not be answerable for the consequences. 
Now, promise what I ask and your wish shall be granted.” 

The young man promised and the spirit vanished. 

For some time after the spirit’s visit the young man’s life was very 
delightful. Wherever he went, young and old, rich and poor, ugly 
and pretty, clever and stupid, all kinds and conditions of women 
followed him with adoring eyes. Those only were not under the 
spell whose hearts were already given. Wherever he went to pla-
ces of amusement, balls and parties, he could pick his partners 
from among the prettiest and cleverest Girls. The daughters of the 
wealthiest men in the country were willing to become his brides. 
Servant girls waited on him with the greatest attention. If he ha-
ppened to go into any store where a young lady served, she was 
sure to forget to ask for payment for his purchases, and he could 
have got his board free from any restaurant or place where girls 
were attendants, if he had so desired. 

This was all very nice for a time, but gradually his crowd of de-
votees (about six hundred) began to show signs of jealousy and 
resentment toward one another, and some disagreeable scenes 
were the result, for, having so many, he did not have much time to 
devote to each one, and being, as stated before, an amiable dispo-
sitioned young man, it rather bothered him to think that he could 
not give each one all the attention she desired. 

However, he managed to pay his six hundred girls one visit each 
a week. A hundred visits a day. Sunday he kept as a day of recrea-
tion. Truly, he richly deserved it. To work for his living he had no 
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need, for the presents he received from his worshippers, when 
sold, realized a large income.

Time rolled on, and as it rolled the beings whose happiness this 
young man was striving for rapidly increased in number. He could 
not leave his door but a swarm of young ladies would rush after 
him. Even beggars and crossing sweepers followed in his train. 
This was all very annoying, but for the good cause in which he was 
enlisted this heroic young fellow was willing to bear many things. 
What troubled his tender heart was that some of the girls began to 
show signs of sickness and fading away. He had to expect this. The 
spirit had told him as much. Besides, did not these girls experien-
ce a kind of melancholy pleasure which they would never have felt 
if it had not been for him? 

II 

Well, it came to pass that when about five hundred of the sweetest 
beings on earth were in a half dying state he fell in love himself, 
in spite of the promise which he had given the Spirit. In spite of 
the fact that he would lose the power he possessed of casting a 
spell over the heart of every girl, he fell in love. The spirit had told 
him that when such a thing happened the consequences would 
be dreadful — and so it proved, for the young lady, not knowing 
that her love was returned, and thinking that she only possessed 
the six hundredth part of his heart, pined away and died. Because 
he had lost his heart the spell was broken. On her death bed she 
called her friends around her, many of them her comrades in love, 
and told them in thrilling tones that she was about to leave them, 
that there was a fire raging within her which had destroyed all her 
vital forces. When she had uttered those words her soul departed. 

Immediately after her death a great change took place in her 
friends. They began to revive, and energy and life returned. Yes, 
fresh life seemed to have been given them, but she who had so 
lately been their companion lay stiff and cold, and as they looked 
at her, lying before them, they swore to be revenged on him who 
had been the cause of her untimely demise. A kind of instinct told 
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them what it was, and who it was, that had made them so misera-
ble, and they forgot that if they had been miserable, they had also 
been made happy. 

The word REVENGE passed from girl to girl, and on the evening of 
the young lady’s burial the churchyard was thronged; with deeply 
aggrieved ones breathing threats and slaughter. Following timid-
ly among the train of mourners, they espied the young man, and 
one of them, who had a good strong arm, laid hold of him, dragged 
him before the assembled company, and demanded what was to 
be done with one who was a destroyer of life, health and peace? 
The answer was given: 

“He who destroys life, health and peace is a murderer. Therefore 
he must be hanged.” 

The sentence was no sooner given than it was executed. From a 
tree, whose branches were strong and elastic, the young man was 
hung. Hung by the neck by the hands of those for whom he had 
borne so much, and whose happiness had been his great aim in 
life. No one felt any pity for him. No one shed a tear. In fact, every 
one felt that if he could have died a hundred deaths it would not 
have been more than he deserved. 

This was the reward of one who thought not of himself. This was 
the reward of years spent for the happiness of others. To be put to 
death by the hands of those very ones for whom lie had suffered 
so many inconveniences, not even allowed to speak a word in his 
own defence, Was not he a true martyr? 

This story has in it a lesson for all amiable young men. It is to be 
hoped they will learn it by heart, for ‘tis sad, indeed, to be, like my 
hero, 

MISUNDERSTOOD.

Montreal. 				    EDITH EATON

Originally published in Dominion Illustrated, November 1888.
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Mrs. Spring Fragrance

I

When Mrs. Spring Fragrance first arrived in Seattle, she was una-
cquainted with even one word of the American language. Five 
years later her husband, speaking of her, said: “There are no more 
American words for her learning.” And everyone who knew Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance agreed with Mr. Spring Fragrance.

Mr. Spring Fragrance, whose business name was Sing Yook, was 
a young curio merchant. Though conservatively Chinese in many 
respects, he was at the same time what is called by the Westerners, 
“Americanized.” Mrs. Spring Fragrance was even more “America-
nized.”

Next door to the Spring Fragrances lived the Chin Yuens. Mrs. Chin 
Yuen was much older than Mrs. Spring Fragrance; but she had a 
daughter of eighteen with whom Mrs. Spring Fragrance was on 
terms of great friendship. The daughter was a pretty girl whose 
Chinese name was Mai Gwi Far (a rose) and whose American name 
was Laura. Nearly everybody called her Laura, even her parents 
and Chinese friends. Laura had a sweetheart, a youth named Kai 
Tzu. Kai Tzu, who was American-born, and as ruddy and stalwart 
as any young Westerner, was noted amongst baseball players as 
one of the finest pitchers on the Coast. He could also sing, “Drink 
to me only with thine eyes,” to Laura’s piano accompaniment.

Now the only person who knew that Kai Tzu loved Laura and that 
Laura loved Kai Tzu, was Mrs. Spring Fragrance. The reason for 
this was that, although the Chin Yuen parents lived in a house fur-
nished in American style, and wore American clothes, yet they re-
ligiously observed many Chinese customs, and their ideals of life 
were the ideals of their Chinese forefathers. Therefore, they had 
betrothed their daughter, Laura, at the age of fifteen, to the eldest 
son of the Chinese Government school-teacher in San Francisco. 
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The time for the consummation of the betrothal was approaching.

Laura was with Mrs. Spring Fragrance and Mrs. Spring Fragrance 
was trying to cheer her.

“I had such a pretty walk today,” said she. “I crossed the banks abo-
ve the beach and came back by the long road. In the green grass 
the daffodils were blowing, in the cottage gardens the currant 
bushes were flowering, and in the air was the perfume of the wa-
llflower. I wished, Laura, that you were with me.”

Laura burst into tears. “That is the walk,” she sobbed, “Kai Tzu and 
I so love; but never, ah, never, can we take it together again.”

“Now, Little Sister,” comforted Mrs. Spring Fragrance, “you really 
must not grieve like that. Is there not a beautiful American poem 
written by a noble American named Tennyson, which says:

“’Tis better to have loved and lost,

Than never to have loved at all?”

Mrs. Spring Fragrance was unaware that Mr. Spring Fragrance, 
having returned from the city, tired with the day’s business, had 
thrown himself down on the bamboo settee on the veranda, and 
that although his eyes were engaged in scanning the pages of the 
Chinese World, his ears could not help receiving the words which 
were borne to him through the open window.

	 “’Tis better to have loved and lost,

	 Than never to have loved at all,”

repeated Mr. Spring Fragrance. Not wishing to hear more of the 
secret talk of women, he arose and sauntered around the veran-
da to the other side of the house. Two pigeons circled around his 
head. He felt in his pocket for a li-chi which he usually carried for 
their pecking. His fingers touched a little box. It contained a ja-
destone pendant, which Mrs. Spring Fragrance had particularly 
admired the last time she was down town. It was the fifth anniver-
sary of Mr. and Mrs. Spring Fragrance’s wedding day.

Mr. Spring Fragrance pressed the little box down into the depths 
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of his pocket.

A young man came out of the back door of the house at Mr. Spring 
Fragrance’s left. The Chin Yuen house was at his right.

“Good evening,” said the young man. “Good evening,” returned Mr. 
Spring Fragrance. He stepped down from his porch and went and 
leaned over the railing which separated this yard from the yard in 
which stood the young man.

“Will you please tell me,” said Mr. Spring Fragrance, “the meaning 
of two lines of an American verse which I have heard?”

“Certainly,” returned the young man with a genial smile. He was 
a star student at the University of Washington, and had not the 
slightest doubt that he could explain the meaning of all things in 
the universe.

“Well,” said Mr. Spring Fragrance, “it is this:

	 “’Tis better to have loved and lost,

	 Than never to have loved at all.”

“Ah!” responded the young man with an air of profound wisdom. 
“That, Mr. Spring Fragrance, means that it is a good thing to love 
anyway—even if we can’t get what we love, or, as the poet tells us, 
lose what we love. Of course, one needs experience to feel the tru-
th of this teaching.”

The young man smiled pensively and reminiscently. More than 
a dozen young maidens “loved and lost” were passing before his 
mind’s eye.

“The truth of the teaching!” echoed Mr. Spring Fragrance, a little 
testily. “There is no truth in it whatever. It is disobedient to reason. 
Is it not better to have what you do not love than to love what you 
do not have?”

“That depends,” answered the young man, “upon temperament.”

“I thank you. Good evening,” said Mr. Spring Fragrance. He turned 
away to muse upon the unwisdom of the American way of looking 
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at things.

Meanwhile, inside the house, Laura was refusing to be comforted.

“Ah, no! no!” cried she. “If I had not gone to school with Kai Tzu, nor 
talked nor walked with him, nor played the accompaniments to 
his songs, then I might consider with complacency, or at least wi-
thout horror, my approaching marriage with the son of Man You. 
But as it is—oh, as it is—!”

The girl rocked herself to and fro in heartfelt grief.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance knelt down beside her, and clasping her 
arms around her neck, cried in sympathy:

“Little Sister, oh, Little Sister! Dry your tears—do not despair. A 
moon has yet to pass before the marriage can take place. Who 
knows what the stars may have to say to one another during its 
passing? A little bird has whispered to me—”

For a long time Mrs. Spring Fragrance talked. For a long time Laura 
listened. When the girl arose to go, there was a bright light in her eyes.

II

Mrs. Spring Fragrance, in San Francisco on a visit to her cousin, 
the wife of the herb doctor of Clay Street, was having a good time. 
She was invited everywhere that the wife of an honorable Chine-
se merchant could go. There was much to see and hear, including 
more than a dozen babies who had been born in the families of 
her friends since she last visited the city of the Golden Gate. Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance loved babies. She had had two herself, but both 
had been transplanted into the spirit land before the comple-
tion of even one moon. There were also many dinners and thea-
tre-parties given in her honor. It was at one of the theatre-parties 
that Mrs. Spring Fragrance met Ah Oi, a young girl who had the re-
putation of being the prettiest Chinese girl in San Francisco, and 
the naughtiest. In spite of gossip, however, Mrs. Spring Fragrance 
took a great fancy to Ah Oi and invited her to a tête-à-tête picnic 
on the following day. This invitation Ah Oi joyfully accepted. She 
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1. The plum blossom is the Chinese flower of virtue. It has been adopted by the Japanese, just 
in the same way as they have adopted the Chinese national flower, the chrysanthemum.

was a sort of bird girl and never felt so happy as when out in the 
park or woods.

On the day after the picnic Mrs. Spring Fragrance wrote to Laura 
Chin Yuen thus:

MY PRECIOUS LAURA, –May the bamboo ever wave. Next week I 
accompany Ah Oi to the beauteous town of San José. There will we 
be met by the son of the Illustrious Teacher, and in a little Mission, 
presided over by a benevolent American priest, the little Ah Oi 
and the son of the Illustrious Teacher will be joined together in 
love and harmony—two pieces of music made to complete one 
another.

The Son of the Illustrious Teacher, having been through an 
American Hall of Learning, is well able to provide for his orphan 
bride and fears not the displeasure of his parents, now that he 
is assured that your grief at his loss will not be inconsolable. He 
wishes me to waft to you and to Kai Tzu—and the little Ah Oi joins 
with him—ten thousand rainbow wishes for your happiness.

	 My respects to your honorable parents, and to yourself, 		
	 the heart of your loving friend,

	 JADE SPRING FRAGRANCE

To Mr. Spring Fragrance, Mrs. Spring Fragrance also indited a letter:

GREAT AND HONORED MAN, –Greeting from your plum blossom,1 
who is desirous of hiding herself from the sun of your presence for a 
week of seven days more. My honorable cousin is preparing for the 
Fifth Moon Festival, and wishes me to compound for the occasion 
some American “fudge,” for which delectable sweet, made by my 
clumsy hands, you have sometimes shown a slight prejudice. I am 
enjoying a most agreeable visit, and American friends, as also our 
own, strive benevolently for the accomplishment of my pleasure. 
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Mrs. Samuel Smith, an American lady, known to my cousin, asked 
for my accompaniment to a magniloquent lecture the other 
evening. The subject was “America, the Protector of China!” It 
was most exhilarating, and the effect of so much expression of 
benevolence leads me to beg of you to forget to remember that 
the barber charges you one dollar for a shave while he humbly 
submits to the American man a bill of fifteen cents. And murmur 
no more because your honored elder brother, on a visit to this 
country, is detained under the roof-tree of this great Government 
instead of under your own humble roof. Console him with the 
reflection that he is protected under the wing of the Eagle, the 
Emblem of Liberty. What is the loss of ten hundred years or ten 
thousand times ten dollars compared with the happiness of 
knowing oneself so securely sheltered? All of this I have learned 
from Mrs. Samuel Smith, who is as brilliant and great of mind as 
one of your own superior sex.

For me it is sufficient to know that the Golden Gate Park is most 
enchanting, and the seals on the rock at the Cliff House extremely 
entertaining and amiable. There is much feasting and merry-ma-
king under the lanterns in honor of your Stupid Thorn.

I have purchased for your smoking a pipe with an amber mouth. It 
is said to be very sweet to the lips and to emit a cloud of smoke fit 
for the gods to inhale.

Awaiting, by the wonderful wire of the telegram message, your 
gracious permission to remain for the celebration of the Fifth 
Moon Festival and the making of American “fudge,” I continue for 
ten thousand times ten thousand years,

		  Your ever loving and obedient woman,

			   JADE

P.S. Forget not to care for the cat, the birds, and the flowers. Do 
not eat too quickly nor fan too vigorously now that the weather 
is warming. 

Mrs. Spring Fragrance smiled as she folded this last epistle. Even 
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if he were old-fashioned, there was never a husband so good and 
kind as hers. Only on one occasion since their marriage had he sli-
ghted her wishes. That was when, on the last anniversary of their 
wedding, she had signified a desire for a certain jadestone pen-
dant, and he had failed to satisfy that desire.

But Mrs Spring Fragrance, being of a happy nature, and disposed to 
look upon the bright side of things, did not allow her mind to dwell 
upon the jadestone pendant. Instead, she gazed complacently 
down upon her bejeweled fingers and folded in with her letter to Mr. 
Spring Fragrance a bright little sheaf of condensed love.

III

Mr. Spring Fragrance sat on his doorstep. He had been reading 
two letters, one from Mrs. Spring Fragrance, and the other from 
an elderly bachelor cousin in San Francisco. The one from the el-
derly bachelor cousin was a business letter, but contained the fo-
llowing postscript:

Tsen Hing, the son of the Government school-master, seems to 
be much in the company of your young wife. He is a good-looking 
youth, and pardon me, my dear cousin; but if women are allowed 
to stray at will from under their husbands’ mulberry roofs, what is 
to prevent them from becoming butterflies?

“Sing Foon is old and cynical,” said Mr. Spring Fragrance to him-
self. “Why should I pay any attention to him? This is America, whe-
re a man may speak to a woman, and a woman listen, without any 
thought of evil.”

He destroyed his cousin’s letter and re-read his wife’s. Then he 
became very thoughtful. Was the making of American fudge su-
fficient reason for a wife to wish to remain a week longer in a city 
where her husband was not?

The young man who lived in the next house came out to water 
the lawn.

“Good evening,” said he. “Any news from Mrs. Spring Fragrance?”
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“She is having a very good time,” returned Mr. Spring Fragrance.

“Glad to hear it. I think you told me she was to return the end of 
this week.”

“I have changed my mind about her,” said Mr. Spring Fragrance. “I am 
bidding her remain a week longer, as I wish to give a smoking party 
during her absence. I hope I may have the pleasure of your company.”

“I shall be delighted,” returned the young fellow. “But, Mr. Spring 
Fragrance, don’t invite any other white fellows. If you do not I shall 
be able to get in a scoop. You know, I’m a sort of honorary reporter 
for the Gleaner.”

“Very well,” absently answered Mr. Spring Fragrance.

“Of course, your friend the Consul will be present. I shall call it ‘A 
high-class Chinese stag party!’”

In spite of his melancholy mood, Mr. Spring Fragrance smiled.

“Everything is ‘high-class’ in America,” he observed.

“Sure!” cheerfully assented the young man. “Haven’t you ever 
heard that all Americans are princes and princesses, and just as 
soon as a foreigner puts his foot upon our shores, he also beco-
mes of the nobility—I mean, the royal family.”

“What about my brother in the Detention Pen?” dryly inquired Mr. 
Spring Fragrance.

“Now, you’ve got me,” said the young man, rubbing his head. “Well, 
that is a shame—‘a beastly shame,’ as the Englishman says. But 
understand, old fellow, we that are real Americans are up against 
that—even more than you. It is against our principles.”

“I offer the real Americans my consolations that they should be 
compelled to do that which is against their principles.”

“Oh, well, it will all come right some day. We’re not a bad sort, you 
know. Think of the indemnity money returned to the Dragon by 
Uncle Sam.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance puffed his pipe in silence for some moments. 
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More than politics was troubling his mind.

At last he spoke. “Love,” said he, slowly and distinctly, “comes befo-
re the wedding in this country, does it not?”

“Yes, certainly.”

Young Carman knew Mr. Spring Fragrance well enough to receive 
with calmness his most astounding queries.

“Presuming,” continued Mr. Spring Fragrance—“presuming that 
some friend of your father’s, living—presuming—in England—
has a daughter that he arranges with your father to be your wife. 
Presuming that you have never seen that daughter, but that you 
marry her, knowing her not. Presuming that she marries you, 
knowing you not.—After she marries you and knows you, will that 
woman love you?”

“Emphatically, no,” answered the young man.

“That is the way it would be in America—that the woman who ma-
rries the man like that—would not love him?”

“Yes, that is the way it would be in America. Love, in this country, 
must be free, or it is not love at all.”

“In China, it is different!” mused Mr. Spring Fragrance.

“Oh, yes, I have no doubt that in China it is different.”

“But the love is in the heart all the same,” went on Mr. Spring 
Fragrance.

“Yes, all the same. Everybody falls in love some time or another. 
Some”—pensively—“many times.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance arose.

“I must go down town,” said he.

As he walked down the street he recalled the remark of a business 
acquaintance who had met his wife and had had some conversa-
tion with her: “She is just like an American woman.”

He had felt somewhat flattered when this remark had been made. 
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He looked upon it as a compliment to his wife’s cleverness; but it 
rankled in his mind as he entered the telegraph office. If his wife 
was becoming as an American woman, would it not be possible 
for her to love as an American woman—a man to whom she was 
not married? There also floated in his memory the verse which his 
wife had quoted to the daughter of Chin Yuen. When the telegraph 
clerk handed him a blank, he wrote this message:

“Remain as you wish, but remember that ‘‘Tis better to have loved 
and lost, than never to have loved at all.’”

When Mrs. Spring Fragrance received this message, her laugh-
ter tinkled like falling water. How droll! How delightful! Here was 
her husband quoting American poetry in a telegram. Perhaps he 
had been reading her American poetry books since she had left 
him! She hoped so. They would lead him to understand her sym-
pathy for her dear Laura and Kai Tzu. She need no longer keep 
from him their secret. How joyful! It had been such a hardship to 
refrain from confiding in him before. But discreetness had been 
most necessary, seeing that Mr. Spring Fragrance entertained as 
old-fashioned notions concerning marriage as did the Chin Yuen 
parents. Strange that that should be so, since he had fallen in love 
with her picture before ever he had seen her, just as she had fallen 
in love with his! And when the marriage veil was lifted and each 
beheld the other for the first time in the flesh, there had been 
no disillusion—no lessening of the respect and affection, which 
those who had brought about the marriage had inspired in each 
young heart.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance began to wish she could fall asleep and 
wake to find the week flown, and she in her own little home pou-
ring tea for Mr. Spring Fragrance.

IV

Mr. Spring Fragrance was walking to business with Mr. Chin Yuen. 
As they walked they talked.

“Yes,” said Mr. Chin Yuen, “the old order is passing away, and the new 



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

73

order is taking its place, even with us who are Chinese. I have finally 
consented to give my daughter in marriage to young Kai Tzu.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance expressed surprise. He had understood that 
the marriage between his neighbor’s daughter and the San Fran-
cisco school-teacher’s son was all arranged.

“So ’twas,” answered Mr. Chin Yuen; “but, it seems the young re-
negade, without consultation or advice, has placed his affections 
upon some untrustworthy female, and is so under her influence 
that he refuses to fulfil his parents’ promise to me for him.”

“So!” said Mr. Spring Fragrance. The shadow on his brow deepe-
ned.

“But,” said Mr. Chin Yuen, with affable resignation, “it is all ordai-
ned by Heaven. Our daughter, as the wife of Kai Tzu, for whom she 
has long had a loving feeling, will not now be compelled to dwell 
with a mother-in-law and where her own mother is not. For that, 
we are thankful, as she is our only one and the conditions of life in 
this Western country are not as in China. Moreover, Kai Tzu, thou-
gh not so much of a scholar as the teacher’s son, has a keen eye for 
business and that, in America, is certainly much more desirable 
than scholarship. What do you think?”

“Eh! What!” exclaimed Mr. Spring Fragrance. The latter part of his 
companion’s remarks had been lost upon him.

That day the shadow which had been following Mr. Spring Fra-
grance ever since he had heard his wife quote, “’Tis better to have 
loved,” etc., became so heavy and deep that he quite lost himself 
within it.

At home in the evening he fed the cat, the bird, and the flowers. 
Then, seating himself in a carved black chair—a present from his 
wife on his last birthday—he took out his pipe and smoked. The cat 
jumped into his lap. He stroked it softly and tenderly. It had been 
much fondled by Mrs. Spring Fragrance, and Mr. Spring Fragrance 
was under the impression that it missed her. “Poor thing!” said he. 
“I suppose you want her back!” When he arose to go to bed he pla-
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ced the animal carefully on the floor, and thus apostrophized it:

“O Wise and Silent One, your mistress returns to you, but her heart 
she leaves behind her, with the Tommies in San Francisco.”

The Wise and Silent One made no reply. He was not a jealous cat.

Mr. Spring Fragrance slept not that night; the next morning he ate 
not. Three days and three nights without sleep and food went by.

There was a springlike freshness in the air on the day that Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance came home. The skies overhead were as blue 
as Puget Sound stretching its gleaming length toward the mighty 
Pacific, and all the beautiful green world seemed to be throbbing 
with springing life.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance was never so radiant.

“Oh,” she cried light-heartedly, “is it not lovely to see the sun shi-
ning so clear, and everything so bright to welcome me?”

Mr. Spring Fragrance made no response. It was the morning after 
the fourth sleepless night.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance noticed his silence, also his grave face.

“Everything—everyone is glad to see me but you,” she declared, 
half seriously, half jestingly.

Mr. Spring Fragrance set down her valise. They had just entered 
the house.

“If my wife is glad to see me,” he quietly replied, “I also am glad to 
see her!”

Summoning their servant boy, he bade him look after Mrs. Spring 
Fragrance’s comfort.

“I must be at the store in half an hour,” said he, looking at his watch. 
“There is some very important business requiring attention.”

“What is the business?” inquired Mrs. Spring Fragrance, her lip 
quivering with disappointment.

“I cannot just explain to you,” answered her husband.
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Mrs. Spring Fragrance looked up into his face with honest and 
earnest eyes. There was something in his manner, in the tone of 
her husband’s voice, which touched her.

“Yen,” said she, “you do not look well. You are not well. What is it?”

Something arose in Mr. Spring Fragrance’s throat which preven-
ted him from replying.

“O darling one! O sweetest one!” cried a girl’s joyous voice. Lau-
ra Chin Yuen ran into the room and threw her arms around Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance’s neck.

“I spied you from the window,” said Laura, “and I couldn’t rest un-
til I told you. We are to be married next week, Kai Tzu and I. And 
all through you, all through you—the sweetest jade jewel in the 
world!”

Mr. Spring Fragrance passed out of the room.

“So the son of the Government teacher and little Happy Love are 
already married,” Laura went on, relieving Mrs. Spring Fragran-
ce of her cloak, her hat, and her folding fan. Mr. Spring Fragrance 
paused upon the doorstep.

“Sit down, Little Sister, and I will tell you all about it,” said Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance, forgetting her husband for a moment.

When Laura Chin Yuen had danced away, Mr. Spring Fragrance 
came in and hung up his hat.

“You got back very soon,” said Mrs. Spring Fragrance, covertly wi-
ping away the tears which had begun to fall as soon as she thought 
herself alone.

“I did not go,” answered Mr. Spring Fragrance. “I have been liste-
ning to you and Laura.”

“But if the business is very important, do not you think you should 
attend to it?” anxiously queried Mrs. Spring Fragrance.

“It is not important to me now,” returned Mr. Spring Fragrance. “I 
would prefer to hear again about Ah Oi and Man You and Laura 



AN IMMORTAL BOOK

76

and Kai Tzu.”

“How lovely of you to say that!” exclaimed Mrs. Spring Fragrance, 
who was easily made happy. And she began to chat away to her 
husband in the friendliest and wifeliest fashion possible. When 
she had finished she asked him if he were not glad to hear that 
those who loved as did the young lovers whose secrets she had 
been keeping, were to be united; and he replied that indeed he 
was; that he would like every man to be as happy with a wife as he 
himself had ever been and ever would be.

“You did not always talk like that,” said Mrs. Spring Fragrance slyly. 
“You must have been reading my American poetry books!”

“American poetry!” ejaculated Mr. Spring Fragrance almost fier-
cely, “American poetry is detestable, abhorrable!”

“Why! why!” exclaimed Mrs. Spring Fragrance, more and more 
surprised.

But the only explanation which Mr. Spring Fragrance vouchsafed 
was a jadestone pendant.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Hampton’s Magazine 

v. 24 (1910).
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The Inferior Woman

I

Mrs. Spring Fragrance walked through the leafy alleys of the park, 
admiring the flowers and listening to the birds singing. It was a 
beautiful afternoon with the warmth from the sun cooled by a re-
freshing breeze. As she walked along she meditated upon a book 
which she had some notion of writing. Many American women 
wrote books. Why should not a Chinese? She would write a book 
about Americans for her Chinese women friends. The American 
people were so interesting and mysterious. Something of pride 
and pleasure crept into Mrs. Spring Fragrance’s heart as she pic-
tured Fei and Sie and Mai Gwi Far listening to Lae-Choo reading 
her illuminating paragraphs.

As she turned down a by-path she saw Will Carman, her Ameri-
can neighbor’s son, coming towards her, and by his side a young 
girl who seemed to belong to the sweet air and brightness of all 
the things around her. They were talking very earnestly and the 
eyes of the young man were on the girl’s face.

“Ah!” murmured Mrs. Spring Fragrance, after one swift glance. “It 
is love.”

She retreated behind a syringa bush, which completely screened 
her from view.

Up the winding path went the young couple.

“It is love,” repeated Mrs. Spring Fragrance, “and it is the ‘Inferior 
Woman.’”

She had heard about the Inferior Woman from the mother of Will 
Carman.

After tea that evening Mrs. Spring Fragrance stood musing at her 
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front window. The sun hovered over the Olympic mountains like a 
great, golden red-bird with dark purple wings, its long tail of light 
trailing underneath in the waters of Puget Sound.

“How very beautiful!” exclaimed Mrs. Spring Fragrance; then she 
sighed.

“Why do you sigh?” asked Mr. Spring Fragrance.

“My heart is sad,” answered his wife.

“Is the cat sick?” inquired Mr. Spring Fragrance.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance shook her head. “It is not our Wise One who 
troubles me today,” she replied. “It is our neighbors. The sorrow of 
the Carman household is that the mother desires for her son the 
Superior Woman, and his heart enshrines but the Inferior. I have 
seen them together today, and I know.”

“What do you know?”

“That the Inferior Woman is the mate for young Carman.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance elevated his brows. Only the day before, his 
wife’s arguments had all been in favor of the Superior Woman. He 
uttered some words expressive of surprise, to which Mrs. Spring 
Fragrance retorted:

“Yesterday, O Great Man, I was a caterpillar!”

Just then young Carman came strolling up the path. Mr. Spring 
Fragrance opened the door to him. “Come in, neighbor,” said he. “I 
have received some new books from Shanghai.”

“Good,” replied young Carman, who was interested in Chinese li-
terature. While he and Mr. Spring Fragrance discussed the “Odes 
of Chow” and the “Sorrows of Han,” Mrs. Spring Fragrance, sitting 
in a low easy-chair of rose-colored silk, covertly studied her visi-
tor’s countenance. Why was his expression so much more grave 
than gay? It had not been so a year ago—before he had known the 
Inferior Woman. Mrs. Spring Fragrance noted other changes, also, 
both in speech and manner. “He is no longer a boy,” mused she. 
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“He is a man, and it is the work of the Inferior Woman.”

“And when, Mr. Carman,” she inquired, “will you bring home a 
daughter to your mother?”

“And when, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, do you think I should?” retur-
ned the young man.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance spread wide her fan and gazed thoughtfully 
over its silver edge.

“The summer moons will soon be over,” said she. “You should not 
wait until the grass is yellow.”

“The woodmen’s blows responsive ring,
As on the trees they fall,
And when the birds their sweet notes sing,
They to each other call.
From the dark valley comes a bird,
And seeks the lofty tree,
Ying goes its voice, and thus it cries:
‘Companion, come to me.’
The bird, although a creature small
Upon its mate depends,
And shall we men, who rank o’er all,
Not seek to have our friends?”

quoted Mr. Spring Fragrance.

Mrs. Spring Fragrance tapped his shoulder approvingly with her fan.

“I perceive,” said young Carman, “that you are both allied against 
my peace.”

“It is for your mother,” replied Mrs. Spring Fragrance soothingly. 
“She will be happy when she knows that your affections are fixed 
by marriage.”

There was a slight gleam of amusement in the young man’s eyes 
as he answered: “But if my mother has no wish for a daughter—at 
least, no wish for the daughter I would want to give her?”
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“When I first came to America,” returned Mrs. Spring Fragrance, 
“my husband desired me to wear the American dress. I protested 
and declared that never would I so appear. But one day he brought 
home a gown fit for a fairy, and ever since then I have worn and 
adored the American dress.”

“Mrs. Spring Fragrance,” declared young Carman, “your argument 
is incontrovertible.”

II

A young man with a determined set to his shoulders stood outside 
the door of a little cottage perched upon a bluff overlooking the 
Sound. The chill sea air was sweet with the scent of roses, and he 
drew in a deep breath of inspiration before he knocked.

“Are you not surprised to see me?” he inquired of the young per-
son who opened the door.

“Not at all,” replied the young person demurely.

He gave her a quick almost fierce look. At their last parting he had 
declared that he would not come again unless she requested him, 
and that she assuredly had not done.

“I wish I could make you feel,” said he.

She laughed—a pretty infectious laugh which exorcised all his 
gloom. He looked down upon her as they stood together under 
the cluster of electric lights in her cozy little sitting-room. Such a 
slender, girlish figure! Such a soft cheek, red mouth, and firm litt-
le chin! Often in his dreams of her he had taken her into his arms 
and coaxed her into a good humor. But, alas! dreams are not reali-
ties, and the calm friendliness of this young person made any de-
monstration of tenderness well-nigh impossible. But for the shy 
regard of her eyes, you might have thought that he was no more to 
her than a friendly acquaintance.

“I hear,” said she, taking up some needlework, “that your Welland 
case comes on tomorrow.”
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“Yes,” answered the young lawyer, “and I have all my witnesses re-
ady.”

“So, I hear, has Mr. Greaves,” she retorted. “You are going to have a 
hard fight.”

“What of that, when in the end I’ll win.”

He looked over at her with a bright gleam in his eyes.

“I wouldn’t be too sure,” she warned demurely. “You may lose on a 
technicality.”

He drew his chair a little nearer to her side and turned over the 
pages of a book lying on her work-table. On the fly-leaf was ins-
cribed in a man’s writing: “To the dear little woman whose friends-
hip is worth a fortune.”

Another book beside it bore the inscription: “With the love of all 
the firm, including the boys,” and a volume of poems above it was 
dedicated to the young person “with the high regards and stanch 
affection” of some other masculine person.

Will Carman pushed aside these evidences of his sweetheart’s po-
pularity with his own kind and leaned across the table.

“Alice,” said he, “once upon a time you admitted that you loved me.”

A blush suffused the young person’s countenance.

“Did I?” she queried.

“You did, indeed.”

“Well?”

“Well! If you love me and I love you—”

“Oh, please!” protested the girl, covering her ears with her hands.

“I will please,” asserted the young man. “I have come here tonight, 
Alice, to ask you to marry me—and at once.”

“Deary me!” exclaimed the young person; but she let her need-
lework fall into her lap as her lover, approaching nearer, laid his 
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arm around her shoulders and, bending his face close to hers, 
pleaded his most important case.

If for a moment the small mouth quivered, the firm little chin lost 
its firmness, and the proud little head yielded to the pressure of a 
lover’s arm, it was only for a moment so brief and fleeting that Will 
Carman had hardly become aware of it before it had passed.

“No,” said the young person sorrowfully but decidedly. She had 
arisen and was standing on the other side of the table facing 
him. “I cannot marry you while your mother regards me as be-
neath you.”

“When she, knows you she will acknowledge you are above me. 
But I am not asking you to come to my mother, I am asking you to 
come to me, dear. If you will put your hand in mine and trust to me 
through all the coming years, no man or woman born can come 
between us.”

But the young person shook her head.

“No,” she repeated. “I will not be your wife unless your mother 
welcomes me with pride and with pleasure.”

The night air was still sweet with the perfume of roses as Will Car-
man passed out of the little cottage door; but he drew in no deep 
breath of inspiration. His impetuous Irish heart was too heavy 
with disappointment. It might have been a little lighter, however, 
had he known that the eyes of the young person who gazed after 
him were misty with a love and yearning beyond expression.

III

“Will Carman has failed to snare his bird,” said Mr. Spring Fragran-
ce to Mrs. Spring Fragrance.

Their neighbor’s son had just passed their veranda without tur-
ning to bestow upon them his usual cheerful greeting.

“It is too bad,” sighed Mrs. Spring Fragrance sympathetically. She 
clasped her hands together and exclaimed:
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“Ah, these Americans! These mysterious, inscrutable, incompre-
hensible Americans! Had I the divine right of learning I would put 
them into an immortal book!”

“The divine right of learning,” echoed Mr. Spring Fragrance, 
“Humph!”

Mrs. Spring Fragrance looked up into her husband’s face in 
wonderment.

“Is not the authority of the scholar, the student, almost divine?” 
she queried.

“So ’tis said,” responded he. “So it seems.”

The evening before, Mr. Spring Fragrance, together with seve-
ral Seattle and San Francisco merchants, had given a dinner to a 
number of young students who had just arrived from China. The 
morning papers had devoted several columns to laudation of the 
students, prophecies as to their future, and the great influen-
ce which they would exercise over the destiny of their nation; 
but no comment whatever was made on the givers of the feast, 
and Mr. Spring Fragrance was therefore feeling somewhat una-
ppreciated. Were not he and his brother merchants worthy of 
a little attention? If the students had come to learn things in 
America, they, the merchants, had accomplished things. There 
were those amongst them who had been instrumental in brin-
ging several of the students to America. One of the boys was 
Mr. Spring Fragrance’s own young brother, for whose main-
tenance and education he had himself sent the wherewithal 
every year for many years. Mr. Spring Fragrance, though well 
read in the Chinese classics, was not himself a scholar. As a boy 
he had come to the shores of America, worked his way up, and 
by dint of painstaking study after working hours acquired the 
Western language and Western business ideas. He had made 
money, saved money, and sent money home. The years had 
flown, his business had grown. Through his efforts trade be-
tween his native town and the port city in which he lived had 
greatly increased. A school in Canton was being builded in 
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part with funds furnished by him, and a railway syndicate, 
for the purpose of constructing a line of railway from the big 
city of Canton to his own native town, was under process of 
formation, with the name of Spring Fragrance at its head.

No wonder then that Mr. Spring Fragrance muttered “Humph!” 
when Mrs. Spring Fragrance dilated upon the “divine right of lear-
ning,” and that he should feel irritated and humiliated, when, after 
explaining to her his grievances, she should quote in the words of 
Confutze: “Be not concerned that men do not know you; be only 
concerned that you do not know them.” And he had expected wi-
fely sympathy.

He was about to leave the room in a somewhat chilled state of 
mind when she surprised him again by pattering across to him 
and following up a low curtsy with these words:

“I bow to you as the grass bends to the wind. Allow me to detain 
you for just one moment.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance eyed her for a moment with suspicion.

“As I have told you, O Great Man,” continued Mrs. Spring Fra-
grance, “I desire to write an immortal book, and now that I have 
learned from you that it is not necessary to acquire the ‘divine 
right of learning’ in order to accomplish things, I will begin the 
work without delay. My first subject will be ‘The Inferior Wo-
man of America.’ Please advise me how I shall best inform myself 
concerning her.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance, perceiving that his wife was now serious, 
and being easily mollified, sat himself down and rubbed his head. 
After thinking for a few moments he replied:

“It is the way in America, when a person is to be illustrated, for the 
illustrator to interview the person’s friends. Perhaps, my dear, you 
had better confer with the Superior Woman.”

“Surely,” cried Mrs. Spring Fragrance, “no sage was ever so wise as 
my Great Man.”
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“But I lack the ‘divine right of learning,’” dryly deplored Mr. Spring 
Fragrance.

“I am happy to hear it,” answered Mrs. Spring Fragrance. “If you 
were a scholar you would have no time to read American poetry 
and American newspapers.”

Mr. Spring Fragrance laughed heartily.

“You are no Chinese woman,” he teased. “You are an American.”

“Please bring me my parasol and my folding fan,” said Mrs. Spring 
Fragrance. “I am going out for a walk.”

And Mr. Spring Fragrance obeyed her.

IV

“This is from Mary Carman, who is in Portland,” said the mother 
of the Superior Woman, looking up from the reading of a letter, as 
her daughter came in from the garden.

“Indeed,” carelessly responded Miss Evebrook.

“Yes, it’s chiefly about Will.”

“Oh, is it? Well, read it then, dear. I’m interested in Will Carman, 
because of Alice Winthrop.”

“I had hoped, Ethel, at one time that you would have been interes-
ted in him for his own sake. However, this is what she writes:

“I came here chiefly to rid myself of a melancholy mood which has 
taken possession of me lately, and also because I cannot bear to 
see my boy so changed towards me, owing to his infatuation for 
Alice Winthrop. It is incomprehensible to me how a son of mine 
can find any pleasure whatever in the society of such a girl. I have 
traced her history, and find that she is not only uneducated in 
the ordinary sense, but her environment, from childhood up, has 
been the sordid and demoralizing one of extreme poverty and ig-
norance. This girl, Alice, entered a law office at the age of fourteen, 
supposedly to do the work of an office boy. Now, after seven years 
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in business, through the friendship and influence of men far abo-
ve her socially, she holds the position of private secretary to the 
most influential man in Washington—a position which by rights 
belongs only to a well-educated young woman of good family. 
Many such applied. I myself sought to have Jane Walker appoin-
ted. Is it not disheartening to our woman’s cause to be compe-
lled to realize that girls such as this one can win men over to be 
their friends and lovers, when there are so many splendid young 
women who have been carefully trained to be companions and 
comrades of educated men?”

“Pardon me, mother,” interrupted Miss Evebrook, “but I have heard 
enough. Mrs. Carman is your friend and a well-meaning woman 
sometimes; but a woman suffragist, in the true sense, she cer-
tainly is not. Mark my words: If any young man had accomplished 
for himself what Alice Winthrop has accomplished, Mrs. Carman 
could not have said enough in his praise. It is women such as Alice 
Winthrop who, in spite of every drawback, have raised themselves 
to the level of those who have had every advantage, who are the 
pride and glory of America. There are thousands of them, all over 
this land: women who have been of service to others all their years 
and who have graduated from the university of life with honor. 
Women such as I, who are called the Superior Women of America, 
are after all nothing but schoolgirls in comparison.”

Mrs. Evebrook eyed her daughter mutinously. “I don’t see why 
you should feel like that,” said she. “Alice is a dear bright child, 
and it is prejudice engendered by Mary Carman’s disappoint-
ment about you and Will which is the real cause of poor Mary’s 
bitterness towards her; but to my mind, Alice does not compare 
with my daughter. She would be frightened to death if she had 
to make a speech.”

“You foolish mother!” rallied Miss Evebrook. “To stand upon a pla-
tform at woman suffrage meetings and exploit myself is certain-
ly a great recompense to you and father for all the sacrifices you 
have made in my behalf. But since it pleases you, I do it with plea-
sure even on the nights when my beau should ‘come a courting.’”
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“There is many a one who would like to come, Ethel. You’re the 
handsomest girl in this Western town—and you know it.”

“Stop that, mother. You know very well I have set my mind upon 
having ten years’ freedom; ten years in which to love, live, su-
ffer, see the world, and learn about men (not schoolboys) before 
I choose one.”

“Alice Winthrop is the same age as you are, and looks like a child 
beside you.”

“Physically, maybe; but her heart and mind are better developed. 
She has been out in the world all her life, I only a few months.”

“Your lecture last week on ‘The Opposite Sex’ was splendid.”

“Of course. I have studied one hundred books on the subject and 
attended fifty lectures. All that was necessary was to repeat in an 
original manner what was not by any means original.”

Miss Evebrook went over to a desk and took a paper therefrom.

“This,” said she, “is what Alice has written me in reply to my note 
suggesting that she attend next week the suffrage meeting, and 
give some of the experiences of her business career. The object I 
had in view when I requested the relation of her experiences was 
to use them as illustrations of the suppression and oppression of 
women by men. Strange to say, Alice and I have never conversed 
on this particular subject. If we had I would not have made this 
request of her, nor written her as I did. Listen:

“I should dearly love to please you, but I am afraid that my ex-
periences, if related, would not help the cause. It may be, as you 
say, that men prevent women from rising to their level; but if 
there are such men, I have not met them. Ever since, when a 
little girl, I walked into a law office and asked for work, and the 
senior member kindly looked me over through his spectacles 
and inquired if I thought I could learn to index books, and the 
junior member glanced under my hat and said: “This is a pre-
tty little girl and we must be pretty to her,” I have loved and 
respected the men amongst whom I have worked and wherever 
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I have worked. I may have been exceptionally fortunate, but 
I know this: the men for whom I have worked and amongst 
whom I have spent my life, whether they have been business 
or professional men, students or great lawyers and politicians, 
all alike have upheld me, inspired me, advised me, taught me, 
given me a broad outlook upon life for a woman; interested me 
in themselves and in their work. As to corrupting my mind and 
my morals, as you say so many men do, when they have young 
and innocent girls to deal with: As a woman I look back over my 
years spent amongst business and professional men, and see 
myself, as I was at first, an impressionable, ignorant little girl, 
born a Bohemian, easy to lead and easy to win, but borne aloft 
and morally supported by the goodness of my brother men, the 
men amongst whom I worked. That is why, dear Ethel, you will 
have to forgive me, because I cannot carry out your design, and 
help your work, as otherwise I would like to do.”

“That, mother,” declared Miss Evebrook, “answers all Mrs. Car-
man’s insinuations, and should make her ashamed of herself. 
Can any one know the sentiments which little Alice entertains 
toward men, and wonder at her winning out as she has?”

Mrs. Evebrook was about to make reply, when her glance ha-
ppening to stray out of the window, she noticed a pink parasol.

“Mrs. Spring Fragrance!” she ejaculated, while her daughter went 
to the door and invited in the owner of the pink parasol, who was 
seated in a veranda rocker calmly writing in a note-book.

“I’m so sorry that we did not hear your ring, Mrs. Spring Fragran-
ce,” said she.

“There is no necessity for you to sorrow,” replied the little Chinese 
woman. “I did not expect you to hear a ring which rang not. I failed 
to pull the bell.”

“You forgot, I suppose,” suggested Ethel Evebrook.

“Is it wise to tell secrets?” ingenuously inquired Mrs. Spring Fra-
grance.
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“Yes, to your friends. Oh, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, you are so refres-
hing.”

“I have pleasure, then, in confiding to you. I have an ambition to 
accomplish an immortal book about the Americans, and the con-
versation I heard through the window was so interesting to me 
that I thought I would take some of it down for my book before 
I intruded myself. With your kind permission I will translate for 
your correction.”

“I shall be delighted—honored,” said Miss Evebrook, her cheeks 
glowing and her laugh rippling, “if you will promise me, that you 
will also translate for our friend, Mrs. Carman.”

“Ah, yes, poor Mrs. Carman! My heart is so sad for her,” murmured 
the little Chinese woman.

V

When the mother of Will Carman returned from Portland, the 
first person upon whom she called was Mrs. Spring Fragrance. 
Having lived in China while her late husband was in the customs 
service there, Mrs. Carman’s prejudices did not extend to the Chi-
nese, and ever since the Spring Fragrances had become the occu-
pants of the villa beside the Carmans, there had been social good 
feeling between the American and Chinese families. Indeed, Mrs. 
Carman was wont to declare that amongst all her acquaintances 
there was not one more congenial and interesting than little Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance. So after she had sipped a cup of delicious tea, 
tasted some piquant candied limes, and told Mrs. Spring Fragran-
ce all about her visit to the Oregon city and the Chinese people 
she had met there, she reverted to a personal trouble confided to 
Mrs. Spring Fragrance some months before and dwelt upon it for 
more than half an hour. Then she checked herself and gazed at 
Mrs. Spring Fragrance in surprise. Hitherto she had found the li-
ttle Chinese woman sympathetic and consoling. Chinese ideas of 
filial duty chimed in with her own. But today Mrs. Spring Fragran-
ce seemed strangely uninterested and unresponsive.
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“Perhaps,” gently suggested the American woman, who was no-
thing if not sensitive, “you have some trouble yourself. If so, my 
dear, tell me all about it.”

“Oh, no!” answered Mrs. Spring Fragrance brightly. “I have no 
troubles to tell; but all the while I am thinking about the book I am 
writing.”

“A book!”

“Yes, a book about Americans, an immortal book.”

“My dear Mrs. Spring Fragrance!” exclaimed her visitor in amaze-
ment.

“The American woman writes books about the Chinese. Why not a 
Chinese woman write books about the Americans?”

“I see what you mean. Why, yes, of course. What an original idea!”

“Yes, I think that is what it is. My book I shall take from the words 
of others.”

“What do you mean, my dear?”

“I listen to what is said, I apprehend, I write it down. Let me illus-
trate by the ‘Inferior Woman’ subject. The Inferior Woman is most 
interesting to me because you have told me that your son is in 
much love with her. My husband advised me to learn about the 
Inferior Woman from the Superior Woman. I go to see the Supe-
rior Woman. I sit on the veranda of the Superior Woman’s house. I 
listen to her converse with her mother about the Inferior Woman. 
With the speed of flames I write down all I hear. When I enter the 
house the Superior Woman advises me that what I write is co-
rrect. May I read to you?”

“I shall be pleased to hear what you have written; but I do not think 
you were wise in your choice of subject,” returned Mrs. Carman 
somewhat primly.

“I am sorry I am not wise. Perhaps I had better not read?” said Mrs. 
Spring Fragrance with humility.
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“Yes, yes, do, please.”

There was eagerness in Mrs. Carman’s voice. What could Ethel 
Evebrook have to say about that girl!

When Mrs. Spring Fragrance had finished reading, she looked up 
into the face of her American friend—a face in which there was 
nothing now but tenderness.

“Mrs. Mary Carman,” said she, “you are so good as to admire my 
husband because he is what the Americans call ‘a man who has 
made himself.’ Why then do you not admire the Inferior Woman 
who is a woman who has made herself?”

“I think I do,” said Mrs. Carman slowly.

VI

It was an evening that invited to reverie. The far stretches of the 
sea were gray with mist, and the city itself, lying around the sweep 
of the Bay, seemed dusky and distant. From her cottage window 
Alice Winthrop looked silently at the open world around her. It 
seemed a long time since she had heard Will Carman’s whistle. 
She wondered if he were still angry with her. She was sorry that 
he had left her in anger, and yet not sorry. If she had not made 
him believe that she was proud and selfish, the parting would 
have been much harder; and perhaps had he known the truth and 
realized that it was for his sake, and not for her own, that she was 
sending him away from her, he might have refused to leave her at 
all. His was such an imperious nature. And then they would have 
married—right away. Alice caught her breath a little, and then she 
sighed. But they would not have been happy. No, that could not 
have been possible if his mother did not like her. When a gulf of 
prejudice lies between the wife and mother of a man, that man’s 
life is not what it should be. And even supposing she and Will 
could have lost themselves in each other, and been able to imagi-
ne themselves perfectly satisfied with life together, would it have 
been right? The question of right and wrong was a very real one to 
Alice Winthrop. She put herself in the place of the mother of her 
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lover—a lonely elderly woman, a widow with an only son, upon 
whom she had expended all her love and care ever since, in her 
early youth, she had been bereaved of his father. What anguish 
of heart would be hers if that son deserted her for one whom she, 
his mother, deemed unworthy! Prejudices are prejudices. They 
are like diseases.

The poor, pale, elderly woman, who cherished bitter and resentful 
feelings towards the girl whom her son loved, was more an object 
of pity than condemnation to the girl herself.

She lifted her eyes to the undulating line of hills beyond the water. 
From behind them came a silver light. “Yes,” said she aloud to her-
self—and, though she knew it not, there was an infinite pathos in 
such philosophy from one so young—“if life cannot be bright and 
beautiful for me, at least it can be peaceful and contented.”

The light behind the hills died away; darkness crept over the sea. 
Alice withdrew from the window and went and knelt before the 
open fire in her sitting-room. Her cottage companion, the young 
woman who rented the place with her, had not yet returned from 
town.

Alice did not turn on the light. She was seeing pictures in the fire, 
and in every picture was the same face and form—the face and 
form of a fine, handsome young man with love and hope in his 
eyes. No, not always love and hope. In the last picture of all the-
re was an expression which she wished she could forget. And yet 
she would remember—ever—always—and with it, these words: “Is 
it nothing to you—nothing—to tell a man that you love him, and 
then to bid him go?”

Yes, but when she had told him she loved him she had not drea-
med that her love for him and his for her would estrange him from 
one who, before ever she had come to this world, had pillowed his 
head on her breast.

Suddenly this girl, so practical, so humorous, so clever in every-
day life, covered her face with her hands and sobbed like a child. 



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

93

Two roads of life had lain before her and she had chosen the har-
dest.

The warning bell of an automobile passing the cross-roads chec-
ked her tears. That reminded her that Nellie Blake would soon be 
home. She turned on the light and went to the bedroom and ba-
thed her eyes. Nellie must have forgotten her key. There she was 
knocking.

The chill sea air was sweet with the scent of roses as Mary Carman 
stood upon the threshold of the little cottage, and beheld in the 
illumination from within the young girl whom she had called “the 
Inferior Woman.”

“I have come, Miss Winthrop,” said she, “to beg of you to return 
home with me. Will, reckless boy, met with a slight accident while 
out shooting, so could not come for you himself. He has told me 
that he loves you, and if you love him, I want to arrange for the 
prettiest wedding of the season. Come, dear!”

“I am so glad,” said Mrs. Spring Fragrance, “that Will Carman’s bird 
is in his nest and his felicity is assured.”

“What about the Superior Woman?” asked Mr. Spring Fragrance.

“Ah, the Superior Woman! Radiantly beautiful, and gifted with 
the divine right of learning! I love well the Inferior Woman; but, O 
Great Man, when we have a daughter, may Heaven ordain that she 
walk in the groove of the Superior Woman.”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Hampton’s 24 (May 

1910). See the alternate ending from the original publication in the Cita reader.
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In the Land of the Free

Editor’s note: This story originally appeared in weekly New York 
magazine The Independent. It included this note from the au-
thor: “Our readers will recall the autobiography of Sui Sin Far in 
our issue of January 21, entitled ‘Leaves from the Mental Portfolio 
of an Eurasian.’ Tho the following article is cast in the form of 
fiction we are obliged to confess it is the fiction that is often less 
strange and cruel than the truth.—Eaton.”

I

“See, Little One—the hills in the morning sun. There is thy home for 
years to come. It is very beautiful and thou wilt be very happy there.”

The Little One looked up into his mother’s face in perfect faith. He 
was engaged in the pleasant occupation of sucking a sweetmeat; 
but that did not prevent him from gurgling responsively.

“Yes, my olive bud; there is where thy father is making a fortune 
for thee. Thy father! Oh, wilt thou not be glad to behold his dear 
face. ’Twas for thee I left him.”

The Little One ducked his chin sympathetically against his mo-
ther’s knee. She lifted him on to her lap. He was two years old, a 
round, dimple-cheeked boy with bright brown eyes and a sturdy 
little frame.

“Ah! Ah! Ah! Ooh! Ooh! Ooh!” puffed he, mocking a tugboat stea-
ming by.

San Francisco’s waterfront was lined with ships and steamers, 
while other craft, large and small, including a couple of whi-
te transports from the Philippines, lay at anchor here and there 
off shore. It was some time before the Eastern Queen could get 
docked, and even after that was accomplished, a lone Chinaman 
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who had been waiting on the wharf for an hour was detained that 
much longer by men with the initials U. S. C. on their caps, before 
he could board the steamer and welcome his wife and child.

“This is thy son,” announced the happy Lae Choo.

Hom Hing lifted the child, felt of his little body and limbs, gazed 
into his face with proud and joyous eyes; then turned inquiringly 
to a customs officer at his elbow.

“That’s a fine boy you have there,” said the man. “Where was he 
born?”

“In China,” answered Hom Hing, swinging the Little One on his ri-
ght shoulder, preparatory to leading his wife off the steamer.

“Ever been to America before?”

“No, not he,” answered the father with a happy laugh.

The customs officer beckoned to another.

“This little fellow,” said he, “is visiting America for the first time.”

The other customs officer stroked his chin reflectively.

“Good day,” said Hom Hing.

“Wait!” commanded one of the officers. “You cannot go just yet.”

“What more now?” asked Hom Hing.

“I’m afraid,” said the first customs officer, “that we cannot allow 
the boy to go ashore. There is nothing in the papers that you have 
shown us—your wife’s papers and your own—having any bearing 
upon the child.”

“There was no child when the papers were made out,” returned 
Hom Hing. He spoke calmly; but there was apprehension in his 
eyes and in his tightening grip on his son.

“What is it? What is it?” quavered Lae Choo, who understood a li-
ttle English.

The second customs officer regarded her pityingly.
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“I don’t like this part of the business,” he muttered.

The first officer turned to Hom Hing and in an official tone of voi-
ce, said:

“Seeing that the boy has no certificate entitling him to admission 
to this country you will have to leave him with us.”

“Leave my boy!” exclaimed Hom Hing.

“Yes; he will be well taken care of, and just as soon as we can hear 
from Washington he will be handed over to you.”

“But,” protested Hom Hing, “he is my son.”

“We have no proof,” answered the man with a shrug of his shoul-
ders; “and even if so we cannot let him pass without orders from 
the Government.”

“He is my son,” reiterated Hom Hing, slowly and solemnly. “I am 
a Chinese merchant and have been in business in San Francis-
co for many years. When my wife told to me one morning that 
she dreamed of a green tree with spreading branches and one 
beautiful red flower growing thereon, I answered her that I wi-
shed my son to be born in our country, and for her to prepare 
to go to China. My wife complied with my wish. After my son 
was born my mother fell sick and my wife nursed and cared for 
her; then my father, too, fell sick, and my wife also nursed and 
cared for him. For twenty moons my wife care for and nurse the 
old people, and when they die they bless her and my son, and 
I send for her to return to me. I had no fear of trouble. I was a 
Chinese merchant and my son was my son.”

“Very good, Hom Hing,” replied the first officer. “Nevertheless, we 
take your son.”

“No, you not take him; he my son too.”

It was Lae Choo. Snatching the child from his father’s arms she 
held and covered him with her own.

The officers conferred together for a few moments; then one drew 
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Hom Hing aside and spoke in his ear.

Resignedly Hom Hing bowed his head, then approached his wife. 
“’Tis the law,” said he, speaking in Chinese, “and ’twill be but for a 
little while—until tomorrow’s sun arises.”

“You, too,” reproached Lae Choo in a voice eloquent with pain. But 
accustomed to obedience she yielded the boy to her husband, who 
in turn delivered him to the first officer. The Little One protested 
lustily against the transfer; but his mother covered her face with 
her sleeve and his father silently led her away. Thus was the law of 
the land complied with.

II

Day was breaking. Lae Choo, who had been awake all night, dres-
sed herself, then awoke her husband.

“’Tis the morn,” she cried. “Go, bring our son.”

The man rubbed his eyes and arose upon his elbow so that he 
could see out of the window. A pale star was visible in the sky. The 
petals of a lily in a bowl on the window-sill were unfurled.

“’Tis not yet time,” said he, laying his head down again.

“Not yet time. Ah, all the time that I lived before yesterday is not 
so much as the time that has been since my little one was taken 
from me.”

The mother threw herself down beside the bed and covered her 
face.

Hom Hing turned on the light, and touching his wife’s bowed head 
with a sympathetic hand inquired if she had slept.

“Slept!” she echoed, weepingly. “Ah, how could I close my eyes 
with my arms empty of the little body that has filled them every 
night for more than twenty moons! You do not know—man—what 
it is to miss the feel of the little fingers and the little toes and the 
soft round limbs of your little one. Even in the darkness his darling 
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eyes used to shine up to mine, and often have I fallen into slumber 
with his pretty babble at my ear. And now, I see him not; I touch 
him not; I hear him not. My baby, my little fat one!”

“Now! Now! Now!” consoled Hom Hing, patting his wife’s shoul-
der reassuringly; “there is no need to grieve so; he will soon 
gladden you again. There cannot be any law that would keep a 
child from its mother!”

Lae Choo dried her tears.

“You are right, my husband,” she meekly murmured. She arose 
and stepped about the apartment, setting things to rights. The 
box of presents she had brought for her California friends had 
been opened the evening before; and silks, embroideries, carved 
ivories, ornamental lacquer-ware, brasses, camphorwood boxes, 
fans, and chinaware were scattered around in confused heaps. 
In the midst of unpacking the thought of her child in the hands 
of strangers had overpowered her, and she had left everything to 
crawl into bed and weep.

Having arranged her gifts in order she stepped out on to the deep 
balcony.

The star had faded from view and there were bright streaks in 
the western sky. Lae Choo looked down the street and around. 
Beneath the flat occupied by her and her husband were quar-
ters for a number of bachelor Chinamen, and she could hear 
them from where she stood, taking their early morning break-
fast. Below their dining-room was her husband’s grocery store. 
Across the way was a large restaurant. Last night it had been 
resplendent with gay colored lanterns and the sound of music. 
The rejoicings over “the completion of the moon,” by Quong 
Sum’s firstborn, had been long and loud, and had caused her to 
tie a handkerchief over her ears. She, a bereaved mother, had it 
not in her heart to rejoice with other parents. This morning the 
place was more in accord with her mood. It was still and quiet. 
The revellers had dispersed or were asleep.
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A roly-poly woman in black sateen, with long pendant earrings in 
her ears, looked up from the street below and waved her a smiling 
greeting. It was her old neighbor, Kuie Hoe, the wife of the gold 
embosser, Mark Sing. With her was a little boy in a yellow jacket 
and lavender pantaloons. Lae Choo remembered him as a baby. 
She used to like to play with him in those days when she had no 
child of her own. What a long time ago that seemed! She caught 
her breath in a sigh, and laughed instead.

“Why are you so merry?” called her husband from within.

“Because my Little One is coming home,” answered Lae Choo. “I 
am a happy mother—a happy mother.”

She pattered into the room with a smile on her face.

The noon hour had arrived. The rice was steaming in the bowls and 
a fragrant dish of chicken and bamboo shoots was awaiting Hom 
Hing. Not for one moment had Lae Choo paused to rest during the 
morning hours; her activity had been ceaseless. Every now and 
again, however, she had raised her eyes to the gilded clock on the 
curiously carved mantelpiece. Once, she had exclaimed:

“Why so long, oh! why so long?” Then apostrophizing herself: “Lae 
Choo, be happy. The Little One is coming! The Little One is co-
ming!” Several times she burst into tears and several times she 
laughed aloud.

Hom Hing entered the room; his arms hung down by his side.

“The Little One!” shrieked Lae Choo.

“They bid me call tomorrow.”

With a moan the mother sank to the floor.

The noon hour passed. The dinner remained on the table.

III

The winter rains were over: the spring had come to California, 
flushing the hills with green and causing an ever-changing 
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pageant of flowers to pass over them. But there was no spring 
in Lae Choo’s heart, for the Little One remained away from her 
arms. He was being kept in a mission. White women were ca-
ring for him, and though for one full moon he had pined for his 
mother and refused to be comforted he was now apparently 
happy and contented. Five moons or five months had gone by 
since the day he had passed with Lae Choo through the Golden 
Gate; but the great Government at Washington still delayed 
sending the answer which would return him to his parents.

Hom Hing was disconsolately rolling up and down the balls in his 
abacus box when a keen-faced young man stepped into his store.

“What news?” asked the Chinese merchant.

“This!” The young man brought forth a typewritten letter. Hom 
Hing read the words:

“Re Chinese child, alleged to be the son of Hom Hing, Chinese 
merchant, doing business at 425 Clay street, San Francisco.

“Same will have attention as soon as possible.”

Hom Hing returned the letter, and without a word continued his 
manipulation of the counting machine.

“Have you anything to say?” asked the young man.

“Nothing. They have sent the same letter fifteen times before. 
Have you not yourself showed it to me?”

“True!” The young man eyed the Chinese merchant furtively. He 
had a proposition to make and he was pondering whether or not 
the time was opportune.

“How is your wife?” he inquired solicitously—and diplomatically.

Hom Hing shook his head mournfully.

“She seems less every day,” he replied. “Her food she takes only 
when I bid her and her tears fall continually. She finds no pleasure 
in dress or flowers and cares not to see her friends. Her eyes stare 
all night. I think before another moon she will pass into the land 
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of spirits.”

“No!” exclaimed the young man, genuinely startled.

“If the boy not come home I lose my wife sure,” continued Hom 
Hing with bitter sadness.

“It’s not right,” cried the young man indignantly. Then he made his 
proposition.

The Chinese father’s eyes brightened exceedingly.

“Will I like you to go to Washington and make them give you the 
paper to restore my son?” cried he. “How can you ask when you 
know my heart’s desire?”

“Then,” said the young fellow, “I will start next week. I am anxious 
to see this thing through if only for the sake of your wife’s peace of 
mind.”

“I will call her. To hear what you think to do will make her glad,” 
said Hom Hing.

He called a message to Lae Choo upstairs through a tube in the wall.

In a few moments she appeared, listless, wan, and hollow-eyed; 
but when her husband told her the young lawyer’s suggestion she 
became as one electrified; her form straightened, her eyes gliste-
ned; the color flushed to her cheeks.

“Oh,” she cried, turning to James Clancy, “You are a hundred man 
good!”

The young man felt somewhat embarrassed; his eyes shifted a li-
ttle under the intense gaze of the Chinese mother.

“Well, we must get your boy for you,” he responded. “Of course”—
turning to Hom Hing—“it will cost a little money. You can’t get fe-
llows to hurry the Government for you without gold in your pocket.”

Hom Hing stared blankly for a moment. Then: “How much do you 
want, Mr. Clancy?” he asked quietly.

“Well, I will need at least five hundred to start with.”
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Hom Hing cleared his throat.

“I think I told to you the time I last paid you for writing letters for me 
and seeing the Custom boss here that nearly all I had was gone!”

“Oh, well then we won’t talk about it, old fellow. It won’t harm the 
boy to stay where he is, and your wife may get over it all right.”

“What that you say?” quavered Lae Choo.

James Clancy looked out of the window.

“He says,” explained Hom Hing in English, “that to get our boy we 
have to have much money.”

“Money! Oh, yes.”

Lae Choo nodded her head.

“I have not got the money to give him.”

For a moment Lae Choo gazed wonderingly from one face to the 
other; then, comprehension dawning upon her, with swift anger, 
pointing to the lawyer, she cried: “You not one hundred man good; 
you just common white man.”

“Yes, ma’am,” returned James Clancy, bowing and smiling ironically.

Hom Hing pushed his wife behind him and addressed the law-
yer again: “I might try,” said he, “to raise something; but five hun-
dred—it is not possible.”

“What about four?”

“I tell you I have next to nothing left and my friends are not rich.”

“Very well!”

The lawyer moved leisurely toward the door, pausing on its thres-
hold to light a cigarette.

“Stop, white man; white man, stop!”

Lae Choo, panting and terrified, had started forward and now 
stood beside him, clutching his sleeve excitedly.



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

103

“You say you can go to get paper to bring my Little One to me if 
Hom Hing give you five hundred dollars?”

The lawyer nodded carelessly; his eyes were intent upon the ciga-
rette which would not take the fire from the match.

“Then you go get paper. If Hom Hing not can give you five hundred 
dollars—I give you perhaps what more that much.”

She slipped a heavy gold bracelet from her wrist and held it out to 
the man. Mechanically he took it.

“I go get more!”

She scurried away, disappearing behind the door through which 
she had come.

“Oh, look here, I can’t accept this,” said James Clancy, walking back 
to Hom Hing and laying down the bracelet before him.

“It’s all right,” said Hom Hing, seriously, “pure China gold. My wi-
fe’s parent give it to her when we married.”

“But I can’t take it anyway,” protested the young man.

“It is all same as money. And you want money to go to Washing-
ton,” replied Hom Hing in a matter of fact manner.

“See, my jade earrings—my gold buttons—my hairpins—my comb 
of pearl and my rings—one, two, three, four, five rings; very good—
very good—all same much money. I give them all to you. You take 
and bring me paper for my Little One.”

Lae Choo piled up her jewels before the lawyer.

Hom Hing laid a restraining hand upon her shoulder. “Not all, my 
wife,” he said in Chinese. He selected a ring—his gift to Lae Choo 
when she dreamed of the tree with the red flower. The rest of the 
jewels he pushed toward the white man.

“Take them and sell them,” said he. “They will pay your fare to 
Washington and bring you back with the paper.”

For one moment James Clancy hesitated. He was not a sentimen-
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tal man; but something within him arose against accepting such 
payment for his services.

“They are good, good,” pleadingly asserted Lae Choo, seeing his 
hesitation.

Whereupon he seized the jewels, thrust them into his coat pocket, 
and walked rapidly away from the store.

IV

Lae Choo followed after the missionary woman through the mis-
sion nursery school. Her heart was beating so high with happi-
ness that she could scarcely breathe. The paper had come at last—
the precious paper which gave Hom Hing and his wife the right to 
the possession of their own child. It was ten months now since he 
had been taken from them—ten months since the sun had ceased 
to shine for Lae Choo.

The room was filled with children—most of them wee tots, but 
none so wee as her own. The mission woman talked as she walked. 
She told Lae Choo that little Kim, as he had been named by the 
school, was the pet of the place, and that his little tricks and ways 
amused and delighted every one. He had been rather difficult to 
manage at first and had cried much for his mother; “but children 
so soon forget, and after a month he seemed quite at home and 
played around as bright and happy as a bird.”

“Yes,” responded Lae Choo. “Oh, yes, yes!”

But she did not hear what was said to her. She was walking in a 
maze of anticipatory joy.

“Wait here, please,” said the mission woman, placing Lae Choo in a 
chair. “The very youngest ones are having their breakfast.”

She withdrew for a moment—it seemed like an hour to the mo-
ther—then she reappeared leading by the hand a little boy dres-
sed in blue cotton overalls and white-soled shoes. The little boy’s 
face was round and dimpled and his eyes were very bright.
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“Little One, ah, my Little One!” cried Lae Choo.

She fell on her knees and stretched her hungry arms toward her 
son.

But the Little One shrunk from her and tried to hide himself in the 
folds of the white woman’s skirt.

“Go’way, go’way!” he bade his mother.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in The Independent 67 
(1909).
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The Americanizing of Pau Tsu

I

When Wan Hom Hing came to Seattle to start a branch of the 
merchant business which his firm carried on so successfully in 
the different ports of China, he brought with him his nephew, Wan 
Lin Fo, then eighteen years of age. Wan Lin Fo was a well-educated 
Chinese youth, with bright eyes and keen ears. In a few years’ time 
he knew as much about the business as did any of the senior part-
ners. Moreover, he learned to speak and write the American lan-
guage with such fluency that he was never at a loss for an answer, 
when the white man, as was sometimes the case, sought to pose 
him. “All work and no play,” however, is as much against the prin-
ciples of a Chinese youth as it is against those of a young Ameri-
can, and now and again Lin Fo would while away an evening at the 
Chinese Literary Club, above the Chinese restaurant, discussing 
with some chosen companions the works and merits of Chinese 
sages—and some other things. New Year’s Day, or rather, Week, 
would also see him, business forgotten, arrayed in national costu-
me of finest silk, and color “the blue of the sky after rain,” visiting 
with his friends, both Chinese and American, and scattering silver 
and gold coin amongst the youngsters of the families visited.

It was on the occasion of one of these New Year’s visits that Wan 
Lin Fo first made known to the family of his firm’s silent American 
partner, Thomas Raymond, that he was betrothed. It came about 
in this wise: One of the young ladies of the house, who was fair and 
frank of face and friendly and cheery in manner, observing as she 
handed him a cup of tea that Lin Fo’s eyes wore a rather wistful 
expression, questioned him as to the wherefore:

“Miss Adah,” replied Lin Fo, “may I tell you something?”

“Certainly, Mr. Wan,” replied the girl. “You know how I enjoy hea-
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ring your tales.”

“But this is no tale. Miss Adah, you have inspired in me a love—”

Adah Raymond started. Wan Lin Fo spake slowly.

“For the little girl in China to whom I am betrothed.”

“Oh, Mr. Wan! That is good news. But what have I to do with it?”

“This, Miss Adah! Every time I come to this house, I see you, so good 
and so beautiful, dispensing tea and happiness to all around, and I 
think, could I have in my home and ever by my side one who is also 
both good and beautiful, what a felicitious life mine would be!”

“You must not flatter me, Mr. Wan!”

“All that I say is founded on my heart. But I will speak not of you. I 
will speak of Pau Tsu.”

“Pau Tsu?”

“Yes. That is the name of my future wife. It means a pearl.”

“How pretty! Tell me all about her!”

“I was betrothed to Pau Tsu before leaving China. My parents 
adopted her to be my wife. As I remember, she had shining eyes 
and the good-luck color was on her cheek. Her mouth was like a 
red vine leaf, and her eyebrows most exquisitely arched. As slen-
der as a willow was her form, and when she spoke, her voice lilted 
from note to note in the sweetest melody.”

Adah Raymond softly clapped her hands.

“Ah! You were even then in love with her.”

“No,” replied Lin Fo thoughtfully. “I was too young to be in love—
sixteen years of age. Pau Tsu was thirteen. But, as I have confes-
sed, you have caused me to remember and love her.”

Adah Raymond was not a self-conscious girl, but for the life of her 
she could think of no reply to Lin Fo’s speech.

“I am twenty-two years old now,” he continued. “Pau Tsu is 
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eighteen. Tomorrow I will write to my parents and persuade 
them to send her to me at the time of the spring festival. My 
elder brother was married last year, and his wife is now under 
my parents’ roof, so that Pau Tsu, who has been the daughter of 
the house for so many years, can now be spared to me.”

“What a sweet little thing she must be,” commented Adah Ray-
mond.

“You will say that when you see her,” proudly responded Lin Fo. 
“My parents say she is always happy. There is not a bird or flower 
or dewdrop in which she does not find some glad meaning.”

“I shall be so glad to know her. Can she speak English?”

Lin Fo’s face fell.

“No,” he replied, “but,”—brightening—“when she comes I will have 
her learn to speak like you—and be like you.”

II

Pau Tsu came with the spring, and Wan Lin Fo was one of the ha-
ppiest and proudest of bridegrooms. The tiny bride was really very 
pretty—even to American eyes. In her peach and plum colored ro-
bes, her little arms and hands sparkling with jewels, and her shiny 
black head decorated with wonderful combs and pins, she appea-
red a bit of Eastern coloring amidst the Western lights and shades.

Lin Fo had not been forgotten, and her eyes under their downcast 
lids discovered him at once, as he stood awaiting her amongst a 
group of young Chinese merchants on the deck of the vessel.

The apartments he had prepared for her were furnished in Ame-
rican style, and her birdlike little figure in Oriental dress seemed 
rather out of place at first. It was not long, however, before she 
brought forth from the great box, which she had brought over 
seas, screens and fans, vases, panels, Chinese matting, artificial 
flowers and birds, and a number of exquisite carvings and pieces 
of antique porcelain. With these she transformed the American 
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flat into an Oriental bower, even setting up in her sleeping-room 
a little chapel, enshrined in which was an image of the Goddess of 
Mercy, two ancestral tablets, and other emblems of her faith in the 
Gods of her fathers.

The Misses Raymond called upon her soon after arrival, and she 
smiled and looked pleased. She shyly presented each girl with a 
Chinese cup and saucer, also a couple of antique vases, covered 
with whimsical pictures, which Lin Fo tried his best to explain.

The girls were delighted with the gifts, and having fallen, as they 
expressed themselves, in love with the little bride, invited her 
through her husband to attend a launch party, which they inten-
ded giving the following Wednesday on Lake Washington.

Lin Fo accepted the invitation in behalf of himself and wife. He 
was quite at home with the Americans and, being a young man, 
enjoyed their rather effusive appreciation of him as an educated 
Chinaman. Moreover, he was of the opinion that the society of the 
American young ladies would benefit Pau Tsu in helping her to 
acquire the ways and language of the land in which he hoped to 
make a fortune.

Wan Lin Fo was a true son of the Middle Kingdom and secretly pi-
tied all those who were born far away from its influences; but the-
re was much about the Americans that he admired. He also enter-
tained sentiments of respect for a motto which hung in his room 
which bore the legend: “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”

“What is best for men is also best for women in this country,” he 
told Pau Tsu when she wept over his suggestion that she should 
take some lessons in English from a white woman.

“It may be best for a man who goes out in the street,” she sobbed, 
“to learn the new language, but of what importance is it to a wo-
man who lives only within the house and her husband’s heart?”

It was seldom, however, that she protested against the wishes of 
Lin Fo. As her mother-in-law had said, she was a docile, happy li-
ttle creature. Moreover, she loved her husband.
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But as the days and weeks went by the girl bride whose life hither-
to had been spent in the quiet retirement of a Chinese home in the 
performance of filial duties, in embroidery work and lute playing, 
in sipping tea and chatting with gentle girl companions, felt very 
much bewildered by the novelty and stir of the new world into 
which she had been suddenly thrown. She could not understand, 
for all Lin Fo’s explanations, why it was required of her to learn the 
strangers’ language and adopt their ways. Her husband’s tongue 
was the same as her own. So also her little maid’s. It puzzled her to 
be always seeing this and hearing that—sights and sounds which 
as yet had no meaning for her. Why also was it necessary to re-
ceive visitors nearly every evening?—visitors who could neither 
understand nor make themselves understood by her, for all their 
curious smiles and stares, which she bore like a second Vashti—or 
rather, Esther. And why, oh! why should she be constrained to eat 
her food with clumsy, murderous looking American implements 
instead of with her own elegant and easily manipulated ivory 
chopsticks?

Adah Raymond, who at Lin Fo’s request was a frequent visitor to 
the house, could not fail to observe that Pau Tsu’s small face grew 
daily smaller and thinner, and that the smile with which she inva-
riably greeted her, though sweet, was tinged with melancholy. Her 
woman’s instinct told her that something was wrong, but what it 
was the light within her failed to discover. She would reach over to 
Pau Tsu and take within her own firm, white hand the small, trem-
bling fingers, pressing them lovingly and sympathetically; and the 
little Chinese woman would look up into the beautiful face bent 
above hers and think to herself: “No wonder he wishes me to be 
like her!”

If Lin Fo happened to come in before Adah Raymond left he would 
engage the visitor in bright and animated conversation. They had 
so much of common interest to discuss, as is always the way with 
young people who have lived any length of time in a growing city 
of the West. But to Pau Tsu, pouring tea and dispensing sweet-
meats, it was all Greek, or rather, all American.
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“Look, my pearl, what I have brought you,” said Lin Fo one after-
noon as he entered his wife’s apartments, followed by a messen-
ger-boy, who deposited in the middle of the room a large card-
board box.

With murmurs of wonder Pau Tsu drew near, and the messen-
ger-boy having withdrawn Lin Fo cut the string, and drew forth a 
beautiful lace evening dress and dark blue walking costume, both 
made in American style.

For a moment there was silence in the room. Lin Fo looked at his 
wife in surprise. Her face was pale and her little body was trem-
bling, while her hands were drawn up into her sleeves.

“Why, Pau Tsu!” he exclaimed, “I thought to make you glad.”

At these words the girl bent over the dress of filmy lace, and gathe-
ring the flounce in her hand smoothed it over her knee; then lif-
ting a smiling face to her husband, replied: “Oh, you are too good, 
too kind to your unworthy Pau Tsu. My speech is slow, because I 
am overcome with happiness.”

Then with exclamations of delight and admiration she lifted the 
dresses out of the box and laid them carefully over the couch.

“I wish you to dress like an American woman when we go out 
or receive,” said her husband. “It is the proper thing in America 
to do as the Americans do. You will notice, light of my eyes, that 
it is only on New Year and our national holidays that I wear the 
costume of our country and attach a queue. The wife should fo-
llow the husband in all things.”

A ripple of laughter escaped Pau Tsu’s lips.

“When I wear that dress,” said she, touching the walking costume, 
“I will look like your friend, Miss Raymond.”

She struck her hands together gleefully, but when her husband 
had gone to his business she bowed upon the floor and wept 
pitifully.
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III

During the rainy season Pau Tsu was attacked with a very bad 
cough. A daughter of Southern China, the chill, moist climate of 
the Puget Sound winter was very hard on her delicate lungs. Lin 
Fo worried much over the state of her health, and meeting Adah 
Raymond on the street one afternoon told her of his anxiety. The 
kind-hearted girl immediately returned with him to the house. 
Pau Tsu was lying on her couch, feverish and breathing hard. The 
American girl felt her hands and head.

“She must have a doctor,” said she, mentioning the name of her 
family’s physician.

Pau Tsu shuddered. She understood a little English by this time.

“No! No! Not a man, not a man!” she cried.

Adah Raymond looked up at Lin Fo.

“I understand,” said she. “There are several women doctors in this 
town. Let us send for one.”

But Lin Fo’s face was set.

“No!” he declared. “We are in America. Pau Tsu shall be attended 
to by your physician.”

Adah Raymond was about to protest against this dictum when the 
sick wife, who had also heard it, touched her hand and whispered: 
“I not mind now. Man all right.”

So the other girl closed her lips, feeling that if the wife would not 
dispute her husband’s will it was not her place to do so; but her 
heart ached with compassion as she bared Pau Tsu’s chest for the 
stethoscope.

“It was like preparing a lamb for slaughter,” she told her sister af-
terwards. “Pau Tsu was motionless, her eyes closed and her lips sea-
led, while the doctor remained; but after he had left and we two were 
alone she shuddered and moaned like one bereft of reason. I honest-
ly believe that the examination was worse than death to that little 
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Chinese woman. The modesty of generations of maternal ancestors 
was crucified as I rolled down the neck of her silk tunic.”

It was a week after the doctor’s visit, and Pau Tsu, whose cough 
had yielded to treatment, though she was still far from well, was 
playing on her lute, and whisperingly singing this little song, said 
to have been written on a fan which was presented to an ancient 
Chinese emperor by one of his wives:

“Of fresh new silk,
All snowy white,
And round as a harvest moon,
A pledge of purity and love,
A small but welcome boon.
While summer lasts,
When borne in hand,
Or folded on thy breast,
’Twill gently soothe thy burning brow,
And charm thee to thy rest.
But, oh, when Autumn winds blow chill,
And days are bleak and cold,
No longer sought, no longer loved,
’Twill lie in dust and mould.
This silken fan then deign accept,
Sad emblem of my lot,
Caressed and cherished for an hour,
Then speedily forgot.”

“Why so melancholy, my pearl?” asked Lin Fo, entering from the 
street.

“When a bird is about to die, its notes are sad,” returned Pau Tsu.

“But thou art not for death—thou art for life,” declared Lin Fo, 
drawing her towards him and gazing into a face which day by day 
seemed to grow finer and more transparent.
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IV

A Chinese messenger-boy ran up the street, entered the store of 
Wan Hom Hing & Co. and asked for the junior partner. When Lin 
Fo came forward he handed him a dainty, flowered missive, neatly 
folded and addressed. The receiver opened it and read:

DEAR AND HONORED HUSBAND,—Your unworthy Pau Tsu lacks 
the courage to face the ordeal before her. She has, therefore, left 
you and prays you to obtain a divorce, as is the custom in America, 
so that you may be happy with the Beautiful One, who is so much 
your Pau Tsu’s superior. This, she acknowledges, for she sees with 
your eyes, in which, like a star, the Beautiful One shineth. Else, 
why should you have your Pau Tsu follow in her footsteps? She 
has tried to obey your will and to be as an American woman; but 
now she is very weary, and the terror of what is before her has 
overcome.

Your stupid thorn,

PAU TSU

Mechanically Lin Fo folded the letter and thrust it within his breast 
pocket. A customer inquired of him the price of a lacquered tray. 
“I wish you good morning,” he replied, reaching for his hat. The 
customer and clerks gaped after him as he left the store.

Out in the street, as fate would have it, he met Adah Raymond. He 
would have turned aside had she not spoken to him.

“Whatever is the matter with you, Mr. Wan?” she inquired. “You 
don’t look yourself at all.”

“The density of my difficulties you cannot understand,” he replied, 
striding past her.

But Adah Raymond was persistent. She had worried lately over 
Pau Tsu.

“Something is wrong with your wife,” she declared.

Lin Fo wheeled around.
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“Do you know where she is?” he asked with quick suspicion.

“Why, no!” exclaimed the girl in surprise.

“Well, she has left me.”

Adah Raymond stood incredulous for a moment, then with indig-
nant eyes she turned upon the deserted husband.

“You deserve it!” she cried, “I have seen it for some time: your 
cruel, arbitrary treatment of the dearest, sweetest little soul in the 
world.”

“I beg your pardon, Miss Adah,” returned Lin Fo, “but I do not un-
derstand. Pau Tsu is heart of my heart. How then could I be cruel 
to her?”

“Oh, you stupid!” exclaimed the girl. “You’re a Chinaman, but you’re 
almost as stupid as an American. Your cruelty consisted in forcing 
Pau Tsu to be—what nature never intended her to be—an Ameri-
can woman; to adapt and adopt in a few months’ time all our ways 
and customs. I saw it long ago, but as Pau Tsu was too sweet and 
meek to see any faults in her man I had not the heart to open her 
eyes—or yours. Is it not true that she has left you for this reason?”

“Yes,” murmured Lin Fo. He was completely crushed. “And some 
other things.”

“What other things?”

“She—is—afraid—of—the—doctor.”

“She is!”—fiercely—“Shame upon you!”

Lin Fo began to walk on, but the girl kept by his side and continued:

“You wanted your wife to be an American woman while you re-
mained a Chinaman. For all your clever adaptation of our Ameri-
can ways you are a thorough Chinaman. Do you think an Ameri-
can would dare treat his wife as you have treated yours?”

Wan Lin Fo made no response. He was wondering how he could 
ever have wished his gentle Pau Tsu to be like this angry woman. 
Now his Pau Tsu was gone. His anguish for the moment made him 
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oblivious to the presence of his companion and the words she was 
saying. His silence softened the American girl. After all, men, even 
Chinamen, were nothing but big, clumsy boys, and she didn’t be-
lieve in kicking a man after he was down.

“But, cheer up, you’re sure to find her,” said she, suddenly chan-
ging her tone. “Probably her maid has friends in Chinatown who 
have taken them in.”

“If I find her,” said Lin Fo fervently, “I will not care if she never 
speaks an American word, and I will take her for a trip to China, so 
that our son may be born in the country that Heaven loves.”

“You cannot make too much amends for all she has suffered. As 
to Americanizing Pau Tsu—that will come in time. I am quite sure 
that were I transferred to your country and commanded to turn 
myself into a Chinese woman in the space of two or three mon-
ths I would prove a sorry disappointment to whomever built their 
hopes upon me.”

Many hours elapsed before any trace could be found of the mis-
sing one. All the known friends and acquaintances of little Pau 
Tsu were called upon and questioned; but if they had knowledge 
of the young wife’s hiding place they refused to divulge it. Though 
Lin Fo’s face was grave with an unexpressed fear, their sympathies 
were certainly not with him.

The seekers were about giving up the search in despair when a 
little boy, dangling in his hands a string of blue beads, arrested the 
attention of the young husband. He knew the necklace to be a gift 
from Pau Tsu to the maid, A-Toy. He had bought it himself. Stop-
ping and questioning the little fellow he learned to his great joy 
that his wife and her maid were at the boy’s home, under the care 
of his grandmother, who was a woman learned in herb lore.

Adah Raymond smiled in sympathy with her companion’s evident 
great relief.

“Everything will now be all right,” said she, following Lin Fo as he 
proceeded to the house pointed out by the lad. Arrived there, she 
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suggested that the husband enter first and alone. She would wait 
a few moments.

“Miss Adah,” said Lin Fo, “ten thousand times I beg your pardon, 
but perhaps you will come to see my wife some other time—not 
today?”

He hesitated, embarrassed and humiliated.

In one silent moment Adah Raymond grasped the meaning of all 
the morning’s trouble—of all Pau Tsu’s sadness.

“Lord, what fools we mortals be!” she soliloquized as she walked 
home alone. “I ought to have known. What else could Pau Tsu 
have thought?—coming from a land where women have no men 
friends save their husbands. How she must have suffered under 
her smiles! Poor, brave little soul!”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912). A previous publication has not been identified 
as of August 2023.
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The Chinese Lily

Mermei lived in an upstairs room of a Chinatown dwelling-house. 
There were other little Chinese women living on the same floor, 
but Mermei never went amongst them. She was not as they were. 
She was a cripple. A fall had twisted her legs so that she moved 
around with difficulty and scarred her face so terribly that none 
save Lin John cared to look upon it. Lin John, her brother, was a 
laundryman, working for another of his countrymen. Lin John 
and Mermei had come to San Francisco with their parents when 
they were small children. Their mother had died the day she ente-
red the foreign city, and the father the week following, both having 
contracted a fever on the steamer. Mermei and Lin John were then 
taken in charge by their father’s brother, and although he was a 
poor man he did his best for them until called away by death.

Long before her Uncle died Mermei had met with the accident 
that had made her not as other girls; but that had only streng-
thened her brother’s affection, and old Lin Wan died happy in the 
knowledge that Lin John would ever put Mermei before himself.

So Mermei lived in her little upstairs room, cared for by Lin John, 
and scarcely an evening passed that he did not call to see her. One 
evening, however, Lin John failed to appear, and Mermei began to 
feel very sad and lonely. Mermei could embroider all day in con-
tented silence if she knew that in the evening someone would 
come to whom she could communicate all the thoughts that fi-
lled a small black head that knew nothing of life save what it saw 
from an upstairs window. Mermei’s window looked down upon 
the street, and she would sit for hours, pressed close against it, 
watching those who passed below and all that took place. That 
day she had seen many things which she had put into her men-
tal portfolio for Lin John’s edification when evening should come. 
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Two yellow-robed priests had passed below on their way to the 
joss house in the next street; a little bird with a white breast had 
fluttered against the window pane; a man carrying an image of a 
Gambling Cash Tiger had entered the house across the street; and 
six young girls of about her own age, dressed gaily as if to attend a 
wedding, had also passed over the same threshold.

But when nine o’clock came and no Lin John, the girl began to cry 
softly. She did not often shed tears, but for some reason unknown 
to Mermei herself, the sight of those joyous girls caused sad re-
flections. In the midst of her weeping a timid knock was heard. 
It was not Lin John. He always gave a loud rap, then entered wi-
thout waiting to be bidden. Mermei hobbled to the door, pulled 
it open, and there, in the dim light of the hall without, beheld a 
young girl—the most beautiful young girl that Mermei had ever 
seen—and she stood there extending to Mermei a blossom from a 
Chinese lily plant. Mermei understood the meaning of the offered 
flower, and accepting it, beckoned for her visitor to follow her into 
her room.

What a delightful hour that was to Mermei! She forgot that she 
was scarred and crippled, and she and the young girl chattered 
out their little hearts to one another. “Lin John is dear, but one 
can’t talk to a man, even if he is a brother, as one can to one the 
same as oneself,” said Mermei to Sin Far—her new friend, and Sin 
Far, the meaning of whose name was Pure Flower, or Chinese Lily, 
answered:

“Yes, indeed. The woman must be the friend of the woman, and 
the man the friend of the man. Is it not so in the country that Hea-
ven loves?”

“What beneficent spirit moved you to come to my door?” asked 
Mermei.

“I know not,” replied Sin Far, “save that I was lonely. We have but 
lately moved here, my sister, my sister’s husband, and myself. My 
sister is a bride, and there is much to say between her and her hus-
band. Therefore, in the evening, when the day’s duties are done, I 
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am alone. Several times, hearing that you were sick, I ventured to 
your door; but failed to knock, because always when I drew near, 
I heard the voice of him whom they call your brother. Tonight, as 
I returned from an errand for my sister, I heard only the sound of 
weeping—so I hastened to my room and plucked the lily for you.”

The next evening when Lin John explained how he had been obli-
ged to work the evening before Mermei answered brightly that 
that was all right. She loved him just as much as ever and was just 
as glad to see him as ever; but if work prevented him from calling 
he was not to worry. She had found a friend who would cheer her 
loneliness.

Lin John was surprised, but glad to hear such news, and it came to 
pass that when he beheld Sin Far, her sweet and gentle face, her 
pretty drooped eyelids and arched eyebrows, he began to think of 
apple and peach and plum trees showering their dainty blossoms 
in the country that Heaven loves.

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. Lin John, working in his 
laundry, paid little attention to the street uproar and the clang of 
the engines rushing by. He had no thought of what it meant to him 
and would have continued at his work undisturbed had not a boy 
put his head into the door and shouted:

“Lin John, the house in which your sister lives is on fire!”

The tall building was in flames when Lin John reached it. The upri-
sing tongues licked his face as he sprung up the ladder no other 
man dared ascend.

“I will not go. It is best for me to die,” and Mermei resisted her 
friend with all her puny strength.

“The ladder will not bear the weight of both of us. You are his sis-
ter,” calmly replied Sin Far.

“But he loves you best. You and he can be happy together. I am not 
fit to live.”

“May Lin John decide, Mermei?”
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“Yes, Lin John may decide.”

Lin John reached the casement. For one awful second he wavered. 
Then his eyes sought the eyes of his sister’s friend.

“Come, Mermei,” he called.

“Where is Sin Far?” asked Mermei when she became conscious.

“Sin Far is in the land of happy spirits.”

“And I am still in this sad, dark world.”

“Speak not so, little one. Your brother loves you and will protect 
you from the darkness.”

“But you loved Sin Far better—and she loved you.”

Lin John bowed his head.

“Alas!” wept Mermei. “That I should live to make others sad!”

“Nay,” said Lin John, “Sin Far is happy. And I—I did my duty with her 
approval, aye, at her bidding. How then, little sister, can I be sad?”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Out West 28 (1908).
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The Three Souls of Ah So Nan

I

The sun was conquering the morning fog, dappling with gold the 
gray waters of San Francisco’s bay, and throwing an emerald ra-
diance over the islands around.

Close to the long line of wharves lay motionless brigs and schoo-
ners, while farther off in the harbor were ships of many nations 
riding at anchor.

A fishing fleet was steering in from the open sea, scudding before 
the wind like a flock of seabirds. All night long had the fishers toi-
led in the deep. Now they were returning with the results of their 
labor.

A young Chinese girl, watching the fleet from the beach of Fi-
sherman’s Cove, shivered in the morning air. Over her blue cotton 
blouse she wore no wrap; on her head, no covering. All her interest 
was centred in one lone boat which lagged behind the rest, being 
heavier freighted. The fisherman was of her own race. When his 
boat was beached he sprang to her side.

“O’Yam, what brings you here?” he questioned low, for the curious 
eyes of his fellow fishermen were on her.

“Your mother is dying,” she answered.

The young man spake a few words in English to a Greek whose 
boat lay alongside his. The Greek answered in the same tongue. 
Then Fou Wang threw down his nets and, with the girl following, 
walked quickly along the waterfront, past the wharves, the ware-
houses, and the grogshops, up a zigzag hill and into the heart of 
Chinatown. Neither spoke until they reached their destination, a 
dingy three-storied building.

The young man began to ascend the stairs, the girl to follow. Fou 
Wang looked back and shook his head. The girl paused on the 
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lowest step.

“May I not come?” she pleaded.

“Today is for sorrow,” returned Fou Wang. “I would, for a time, for-
get all that belongs to the joy of life.”

The girl threw her sleeve over her head and backed out of the open 
door.

“What is the matter?” inquired a kind voice, and a woman laid her 
hand upon her shoulder.

O’Yam’s bosom heaved.

“Oh, Liuchi,” she cried, “the mother of Fou Wang is dying, and you 
know what that means to me.”

The woman eyed her compassionately.

“Your father, I know,” said she, as she unlocked a door and led her 
companion into a room opening on to the street, “has long wished 
for an excuse to set at naught your betrothal to Fou Wang; but I am 
sure the lad to whom you are both sun and moon will never give 
him one.”

She offered O’Yam some tea, but the girl pushed it aside. “You 
know not Fou Wang,” she replied, sadly yet proudly. “He will follow 
his conscience, though he lose the sun, the moon, and the whole 
world.”

A young woman thrust her head through the door.

“The mother of Fou Wang is dead,” cried she.

“She was a good woman—a kind and loving mother,” said Liuchi, 
as she gazed down upon the still features of her friend.

The young daughter of Ah So Nan burst into fresh weeping. Her 
pretty face was much swollen. Ah So Nan had been well loved by 
her children, and the falling tears were not merely waters of ce-
remony.

At the foot of the couch upon which the dead was laid, stood Fou 
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Wang, his face stern and immovable, his eye solemn, yet luminous 
with a steadfast fire. Over his head was thrown a white cloth. From 
morn till eve had he stood thus, contemplating the serene coun-
tenance of his mother and vowing that nothing should be left un-
done which could be done to prove his filial affection and desire to 
comfort her spirit in the land to which it had flown. “Three years, 
O mother, will I give to thee and grief. Three years will I minister 
to thy three souls,” he vowed within himself, remembering how 
sacred to the dead woman were the customs and observances of 
her own country. They were also sacred to him. Living in America, 
in the midst of Americans and Americanized Chinese, the family 
of Fou Wang, with the exception of one, had clung tenaciously to 
the beliefs of their forefathers.

“All the living must die, and dying, return to the ground. The limbs 
and the flesh moulder away below, and hidden away, become the 
earth of the fields; but the spirit issues forth and is displayed on high 
in a condition of glorious brightness,” quoted a yellow-robed priest, 
swinging an incense burner before a small candle-lighted altar.

It was midnight when the mourning friends of the family of Fou 
Wang left the chief mourner alone with his dead mother.

His sister, Fin Fan, and the girl who was his betrothed wife brushed 
his garments as they passed him by. The latter timidly touched his 
hand—an involuntary act of sympathy—but if he were conscious 
of that sympathy, he paid no heed to it, and his gaze never wave-
red from the face of the dead.

II

“My girl, Moy Ding Fong is ready if Fou Wang is not, and you must 
marry this year. I have sworn you shall.”

Kien Lung walked out of the room with a determined step. He was 
an Americanized Chinese and had little regard for what he deri-
ded as “the antiquated customs of China,” save when it was to his 
interest to follow them. He was also a widower desirous of marr-
ying again, but undesirous of having two women of like years, one 
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his wife, the other his daughter, under the same roof-tree.

Left alone, O’Yam’s thoughts became sorrowful, almost despai-
ring. Six moons had gone by since Ah So Nan had passed away, yet 
the son of Ah So Nan had not once, during that time, spoken one 
word to his betrothed wife. Occasionally she had passed him on 
the street; but always he had gone by with uplifted countenance, 
and in his eyes the beauty of piety and peace. At least, so it seemed 
to the girl, and the thought of marriage with him had seemed al-
most sacrilegious. But now it had come to this. If Fou Wang adhe-
red to his resolve to mourn three years for his mother, what would 
become of her? She thought of old Moy Ding Fong and shuddered. 
It was bitter, bitter.

There was a rapping at the door. A young girl lifted the latch and 
stepped in. It was Fin Fan, the sister of her betrothed.

“I have brought my embroidery work,” said she, “I thought we 
could have a little talk before sundown when I must away to pre-
pare the evening meal.”

O’Yam, who was glad to see her visitor, brewed some fresh tea and 
settled down for an exchange of confidences.

“I am not going to abide by it,” said Fin Fan at last. “Hom Hing is obliged 
to return to China two weeks hence, and with or without Fou Wang’s 
consent I go with the man to whom my mother betrothed me.”

“Without Fou Wang’s consent!” echoed O’Yam.

“Yes,” returned Fin Fan, snapping off a thread. “Without my hono-
rable brother’s consent.”

“And your mother gone but six moons!”

O’Yam’s face wore a shocked expression.

“Does the fallen leaf grieve because the green one remains on the 
tree?” queried Fin Fan.

“You must love Hom Hing well,” murmured O’Yam—“more than 
Fou Wang loves me.”
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“Nay,” returned her companion, “Fou Wang’s love for you is as big 
as mine for Hom Hing. It is my brother’s conscience alone that 
stands between him and you. You know that.”

“He loves not me,” sighed O’Yam.

“If he does not love you,” returned Fin Fan, “why, when we heard 
that you were unwell, did he sleeplessly pace his room night after 
night until the news came that you were restored to health? Why 
does he treasure a broken fan you have cast aside?”

“Ah, well!” smiled O’Yam.

Fin Fan laughed softly.

“Fou Wang is not as other men,” said she. “His conscience is an 
inheritance from his great-great-grandfather.” Her face became 
pensive as she added: “It is sad to go across the sea without an el-
der brother’s blessing.”

She repeated this to Liuchi and Mai Gwi Far, the widow, whom she 
met on her way home.

“Why should you,” inquired the latter, “when there is a way by 
which to obtain it?”

“How?”

“Did Ah So Nan leave no garments behind her—such garments as 
would well fit her three souls—and is it not always easy to delude 
the serious and the wise?”

“Ah!”

III

O’Yam climbed the stairs to the joss house. The desire for solitude 
brought her there; but when she had closed the door upon herself, 
she found that she was not alone. Fou Wang was there. Before the 
images of the Three Wise Ones he stood, silent, motionless.

“He is communing with his mother’s spirit,” thought O’Yam. She 
beheld him through a mist of tears. Love filled her whole being. 
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She dared not move, because she was afraid he would turn and 
see her, and then, of course, he would go away. She would stay 
near him for a few moments and then retire.

The dim light of the place, the quietness in the midst of noise, the 
fragrance of some burning incense, soothed and calmed her. It 
was as if all the sorrow and despair that had overwhelmed her 
when her father had told her to prepare for her wedding with Moy 
Ding Fong had passed away.

After a few moments she stepped back softly towards the door. 
But she was too late. Fou Wang turned and beheld her.

She fluttered like a bird until she saw that, surprised by her pre-
sence, he had forgotten death and thought only of life—of life and 
love. A glad, eager light shone in his eyes. He made a swift step 
towards her. Then—he covered his face with his hands.

“Fou Wang!” cried O’Yam, love at last overcoming superstition, 
“must I become the wife of Moy Ding Fong?”

“No, ah no!” he moaned.

“Then,” said the girl in desperation, “take me to yourself.”

Fou Wang’s hands fell to his side. For a moment he looked into that 
pleading face—and wavered.

A little bird flew in through an open window, and perching itself 
upon an altar, began twittering.

Fou Wang started back, the expression on his face changing.

“A warning from the dead,” he muttered, “a warning from the 
dead!”

An iron hand gripped O’Yam’s heart. Life itself seemed to have clo-
sed upon her.

IV

It was afternoon before evening, and the fog was rolling in from 
the sea. Quietness reigned in the plot of ground sacred to San 
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Francisco’s Chinese dead when Fou Wang deposited a bundle at 
the foot of his mother’s grave and prepared for the ceremony of 
ministering to her three souls.

The fragrance from a wall of fir trees near by stole to his nostrils as 
he cleared the weeds and withered leaves from his parent’s res-
ting place. As he placed the bowls of rice and chicken and the vase 
of incense where he was accustomed to place it, he became dimly 
conscious of a presence or presences behind the fir wall.

He sighed deeply. No doubt the shade of his parent was restless, 
because—

“Fou Wang,” spake a voice, low but distinct.

The young man fell upon his knees.

“Honored Mother!” he cried.

“Fou Wang,” repeated the voice, “though my name is on thy lips, 
O’Yam’s is in thy heart.”

Conscience-stricken, Fou Wang yet retained spirit enough to gasp:

“Have I not been a dutiful son? Have I not sacrificed all for thee, O 
Mother! Why, then, dost thou reproach me?”

“I do not reproach thee,” chanted three voices, and Fou Wang, lif-
ting his head, saw three figures emerge from behind the fir wall. “I 
do not reproach thee. Thou hast been a most dutiful son, and thy 
offerings at my grave and in the temple have been fully apprecia-
ted. Far from reproaching thee, I am here to say to thee that the 
dead have regard for the living who faithfully mourn and minister 
to them, and to bid thee sacrifice no more until thou hast satisfied 
thine own heart by taking to wife the daughter of Kien Lung and 
given to thy sister and thy sister’s husband an elder brother’s bles-
sing. Thy departed mother requires not the sacrifice of a broken 
heart. The fallen leaf grieves not because the green leaf still clings 
to the bough.”

Saying this, the three figures flapped the loose sleeves of the 
well-known garments of Ah So Nan and faded from his vision.
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For a moment Fou Wang gazed after them as if spellbound. Then 
he arose and rushed towards the fir wall, behind which they 
seemed to have vanished.

“Mother, honored parent! Come back and tell me of the new 
birth!” he cried.

But there was no response.

Fou Wang returned to the grave and lighted the incense. But he 
did not wait to see its smoke ascend. Instead he hastened to the 
house of Kien Lung and said to the girl who met him at the door:

“No more shall my longing for thee take the fragrance from the 
flowers and the light from the sun and moon.”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published as “The Three Souls of Ho 
Kiang: A Story of the Pacific Coast” in Traveler (1899).
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“Its Wavering Image”

I

Pan was a half white, half Chinese girl. Her mother was dead, and 
Pan lived with her father who kept an Oriental Bazaar on Dupont 
Street. All her life had Pan lived in Chinatown, and if she were di-
fferent in any sense from those around her, she gave little thought 
to it. It was only after the coming of Mark Carson that the mystery 
of her nature began to trouble her.

They met at the time of the boycott of the Sam Yups by the See 
Yups. After the heat and dust and unsavoriness of the highways 
and byways of Chinatown, the young reporter who had been sent 
to find a story, had stepped across the threshold of a cool, deep 
room, fragrant with the odor of dried lilies and sandalwood, and 
found Pan.

She did not speak to him, nor he to her. His business was with the 
spectacled merchant, who, with a pointed brush, was making up 
accounts in brown paper books and rolling balls in an abacus box. 
As to Pan, she always turned from whites. With her father’s people 
she was natural and at home; but in the presence of her mother’s 
she felt strange and constrained, shrinking from their curious 
scrutiny as she would from the sharp edge of a sword.

When Mark Carson returned to the office, he asked some ques-
tions concerning the girl who had puzzled him. What was she? 
Chinese or white? The city editor answered him, adding: “She is 
an unusually bright girl, and could tell more stories about the Chi-
nese than any other person in this city—if she would.”

Mark Carson had a determined chin, clever eyes, and a tone to his 
voice which easily won for him the confidence of the unwary. In 
the reporter’s room he was spoken of as “a man who would sell his 
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soul for a story.”

After Pan’s first shyness had worn off, he found her bewilderingly 
frank and free with him; but he had all the instincts of a gentle-
man save one, and made no ordinary mistake about her. He was 
Pan’s first white friend. She was born a Bohemian, exempt from 
the conventional restrictions imposed upon either the white or 
Chinese woman; and the Oriental who was her father mingled 
with his affection for his child so great a respect for and trust in 
the daughter of the dead white woman, that everything she did or 
said was right to him. And Pan herself! A white woman might pass 
over an insult; a Chinese woman fail to see one. But Pan! He would 
be a brave man indeed who offered one to childish little Pan.

All this Mark Carson’s clear eyes perceived, and with delicate tact 
and subtlety he taught the young girl that, all unconscious until 
his coming, she had lived her life alone. So well did she learn this 
lesson that it seemed at times as if her white self must entirely 
dominate and trample under foot her Chinese.

Meanwhile, in full trust and confidence, she led him about China-
town, initiating him into the simple mystery and history of many 
things, for which she, being of her father’s race, had a tender re-
gard and pride. For her sake he was received as a brother by the 
yellow-robed priest in the joss house, the Astrologer of Prospect 
Place, and other conservative Chinese. The Water Lily Club ope-
ned its doors to him when she knocked, and the Sublimely Pure 
Brothers’ organization admitted him as one of its honorary 
members, thereby enabling him not only to see but to take part 
in a ceremony in which no American had ever before participa-
ted. With her by his side, he was welcomed wherever he went. 
Even the little Chinese women in the midst of their babies, recei-
ved him with gentle smiles, and the children solemnly munched 
his candies and repeated nursery rhymes for his edification.

He enjoyed it all, and so did Pan. They were both young and li-
ght-hearted. And when the afternoon was spent, there was always 
that high room open to the stars, with its China bowls full of flowers 
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and its big colored lanterns, shedding a mellow light.

Sometimes there was music. A Chinese band played three eve-
nings a week in the gilded restaurant beneath them, and the lou-
der the gongs sounded and the fiddlers fiddled, the more deligh-
ted was Pan. Just below the restaurant was her father’s bazaar. 
Occasionally Mun You would stroll upstairs and inquire of the 
young couple if there was anything needed to complete their feli-
city, and Pan would answer: “Thou only.” Pan was very proud of her 
Chinese father. “I would rather have a Chinese for a father than a 
white man,” she often told Mark Carson. The last time she had said 
that he had asked whom she would prefer for a husband, a white 
man or a Chinese. And Pan, for the first time since he had known 
her, had no answer for him.

II

It was a cool, quiet evening, after a hot day. A new moon was in the 
sky.

“How beautiful above! How unbeautiful below!” exclaimed Mark 
Carson involuntarily.

He and Pan had been gazing down from their open retreat into the 
lantern-lighted, motley-thronged street beneath them.

“Perhaps it isn’t very beautiful,” replied Pan, “but it is here I live. It 
is my home.” Her voice quivered a little.

He leaned towards her suddenly and grasped her hands.

“Pan,” he cried, “you do not belong here. You are white—white.”

“No! no!” protested Pan.

“You are,” he asserted. “You have no right to be here.”

“I was born here,” she answered, “and the Chinese people look 
upon me as their own.”

“But they do not understand you,” he went on. “Your real self is 
alien to them. What interest have they in the books you read—the 
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thoughts you think?”

“They have an interest in me,” answered faithful Pan. “Oh, do not 
speak in that way any more.”

“But I must,” the young man persisted. “Pan, don’t you see that you 
have got to decide what you will be—Chinese or white? You cannot 
be both.”

“Hush! Hush!” bade Pan. “I do not love you when you talk to me 
like that.”

A little Chinese boy brought tea and saffron cakes. He was a pictu-
resque little fellow with a quaint manner of speech. Mark Carson 
jested merrily with him, while Pan holding a tea-bowl between 
her two small hands laughed and sipped.

When they were alone again, the silver stream and the crescent 
moon became the objects of their study. It was a very beautiful 
evening.

After a while Mark Carson, his hand on Pan’s shoulder, sang:

	 “And forever, and forever,

	 As long as the river flows,

	 As long as the heart has passions,

	 As long as life has woes,

	 The moon and its broken reflection,

	 And its shadows shall appear,

	 As the symbol of love in heaven,

	 And its wavering image here.”

Listening to that irresistible voice singing her heart away, the girl 
broke down and wept. She was so young and so happy.

“Look up at me,” bade Mark Carson. “Oh, Pan! Pan! Those tears 
prove that you are white.”

Pan lifted her wet face.

“Kiss me, Pan,” said he. It was the first time.
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Next morning Mark Carson began work on the special-feature ar-
ticle which he had been promising his paper for some weeks.

III

Cursed be his ancestors,” bayed Man You.

He cast a paper at his daughter’s feet and left the room.

Startled by her father’s unwonted passion, Pan picked up the pa-
per, and in the clear passionless light of the afternoon read that 
which forever after was blotted upon her memory.

“Betrayed! Betrayed! Betrayed to be a betrayer!”

It burnt red hot; agony unrelieved by words, unassuaged by tears.

So till evening fell. Then she stumbled up the dark stairs which led 
to the high room open to the stars and tried to think it out. Someo-
ne had hurt her. Who was it? She raised her eyes. There shone: “Its 
Wavering Image.” It helped her to lucidity. He had done it. Was it 
unconsciously dealt—that cruel blow? Ah, well did he know that 
the sword which pierced her through others, would carry with it 
to her own heart, the pain of all those others. None knew better 
than he that she, whom he had called “a white girl, a white wo-
man,” would rather that her own naked body and soul had been 
exposed, than that things, sacred and secret to those who loved 
her, should be cruelly unveiled and ruthlessly spread before the 
ridiculing and uncomprehending foreigner. And knowing all this 
so well, so well, he had carelessly sung her heart away, and with 
her kiss upon his lips, had smilingly turned and stabbed her. She, 
who was of the race that remembers.

IV

Mark Carson, back in the city after an absence of two months, 
thought of Pan. He would see her that very evening. Dear little 
Pan, pretty Pan, clever Pan, amusing Pan; Pan, who was always so 
frankly glad to have him come to her; so eager to hear all that he 
was doing; so appreciative, so inspiring, so loving. She would have 
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forgotten that article by now. Why should a white woman care 
about such things? Her true self was above it all. Had he not taught 
her that during the weeks in which they had seen so much of one 
another? True, his last lesson had been a little harsh, and as yet he 
knew not how she had taken it; but even if its roughness had hurt 
and irritated, there was a healing balm, a wizard’s oil which none 
knew so well as he how to apply.

But for all these soothing reflections, there was an undercurrent 
of feeling which caused his steps to falter on his way to Pan. He 
turned into Portsmouth Square and took a seat on one of the 
benches facing the fountain erected in memory of Robert Louis 
Stevenson. Why had Pan failed to answer the note he had written 
telling her of the assignment which would keep him out of town 
for a couple of months and giving her his address? Would Robert 
Louis Stevenson have known why? Yes—and so did Mark Carson. 
But though Robert Louis Stevenson would have boldly answered 
himself the question, Mark Carson thrust it aside, arose, and pres-
sed up the hill.

“I knew they would not blame you, Pan!”

“Yes.”

“And there was no word of you, dear. I was careful about that, not 
only for your sake, but for mine.”

Silence.

“It is mere superstition anyway. These things have got to be expo-
sed and done away with.”

Still silence.

Mark Carson felt strangely chilled. Pan was not herself tonight. 
She did not even look herself. He had been accustomed to seeing 
her in American dress. Tonight she wore the Chinese costume. 
But for her clear-cut features she might have been a Chinese girl. 
He shivered.

“Pan,” he asked, “why do you wear that dress?”
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Within her sleeves Pan’s small hands struggled together; but her 
face and voice were calm.

“Because I am a Chinese woman,” she answered.

“You are not,” cried Mark Carson, fiercely. “You cannot say that 
now, Pan. You are a white woman—white. Did your kiss not pro-
mise me that?”

“A white woman!” echoed Pan her voice rising high and clear to the 
stars above them. “I would not be a white woman for all the world. 
You are a white man. And what is a promise to a white man!”

When she was lying low, the element of Fire having raged so fier-
cely within her that it had almost shriveled up the childish frame, 
there came to the house of Man You a little toddler who could 
scarcely speak. Climbing upon Pan’s couch, she pressed her head 
upon the sick girl’s bosom. The feel of that little head brought tears.

“Lo!” said the mother of the toddler. “Thou wilt bear a child thyself 
some day, and all the bitterness of this will pass away.”

And Pan, being a Chinese woman, was comforted.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912). A previous publication has not been identified 

as of August 2023.
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The Smuggling of Tie Co

Editor’s note: This story was originally published in Land of 
Sunshine in July of 1900, making it one of the earlier stories to 
later appear in Mrs. Spring Fragrance. Eaton was still working 
out her pen name; this story was credited to “Sui Sin Fah.”

Amongst the daring men who engage in contrabanding Chinese 
from Canada into the United States Jack Fabian ranks as the bol-
dest in deed, the cleverest in scheming, and the most successful 
in outwitting Government officers.

Uncommonly strong in person, tall and well built, with fine featu-
res and a pair of keen, steady blue eyes, gifted with a sort of rough 
eloquence and of much personal fascination, it is no wonder that 
we fellows regard him as our chief and are bound to follow where 
he leads. With Fabian at our head we engage in the wildest adven-
tures and find such places of concealment for our human goods 
as none but those who take part in a desperate business would 
dare to dream of.

Jack, however, is not in search of glory—money is his object. One 
day when a romantic friend remarked that it was very kind of him 
to help the poor Chinamen over the border, a cynical smile curled 
his moustache.

“Kind!” he echoed. “Well, I haven’t yet had time to become senti-
mental over the matter. It is merely a matter of dollars and cents, 
though, of course, to a man of my strict principles, there is a cer-
tain pleasure to be derived from getting ahead of the Government. 
A poor devil does now and then like to take a little out of those mi-
llionaire concerns.”

It was last summer and Fabian was somewhat down on his luck. 
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A few months previously, to the surprise of us all, he had made a 
blunder, which resulted in his capture by American officers, and 
he and his companion, together with five uncustomed Chinamen, 
had been lodged in a county jail to await trial.

But loafing behind bars did not agree with Fabian’s energetic na-
ture, so one dark night, by means of a saw which had been given 
to him by a very innocent-looking visitor the day before, he made 
good his escape, and after a long, hungry, detective-hunted tramp 
through woods and bushes, found himself safe in Canada.

He had had a three months’ sojourn in prison, and during that 
time some changes had taken place in smuggling circles. Some 
ingenious lawyers had devised a scheme by which any young Chi-
naman on payment of a couple of hundred dollars could procure 
a father which father would swear the young Chinaman was born 
in America—thus proving him to be an American citizen with the 
right to breathe United States air. And the Chinese themselves, 
assisted by some white men, were manufacturing certificates 
establishing their right to cross the border, and in that way were 
crossing over in large batches.

That sort of trick naturally spoiled our fellows’ business, but we all 
know that “Yankee sharper” games can hold good only for a short 
while; so we bided our time and waited in patience.

Not so Fabian. He became very restless and wandered around 
with glowering looks. He was sitting one day in a laundry, the pro-
prietor of which had sent out many a boy through our chief’s ins-
trumentality. Indeed, Fabian is said to have “rushed over” to “Un-
cle Sam” himself some five hundred Celestials, and if Fabian had 
not been an exceedingly generous fellow he might now be a gent-
leman of leisure instead of an unimmortalized Rob Roy.

Well, Fabian was sitting in the laundry of Chen Ting Lung & Co., 
telling a nice-looking young Chinaman that he was so broke that 
he’d be willing to take over even one man at a time.

The young Chinaman looked thoughtfully into Fabian’s face. 
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“Would you take me?” he inquired.

“Take you!” echoed Fabian. “Why, you are one of the ‘bosses’ here. 
You don’t mean to say that you are hankering after a place where 
it would take you years to get as high up in the ‘washee, washee’ 
business as you are now?”

“Yes, I want go,” replied Tie Co. “I want go to New York and I will pay 
you fifty dollars and all expense if you take me, and not say you 
take me to my partners.”

“There’s no accounting for a Chinaman,” muttered Fabian; but he 
gladly agreed to the proposal and a night was fixed.

“What is the name of the firm you are going to?” inquired the whi-
te man.

Chinamen who intend being smuggled always make arrange-
ments with some Chinese firm in the States to receive them.

Tie Co hesitated, then mumbled something which sounded like 
“Quong Wo Yuen” or “Long Lo Toon,” Fabian was not sure which, 
but did not repeat the question, not being sufficiently interested.

He left the laundry, nodding goodbye to Tie Co as he passed out-
side the window, and the Chinaman nodded back, a faint smile on 
his small, delicate face lingering until Fabian’s receding form was 
lost to view.

It was a pleasant night on which the two men set out. Fabian had 
a rig waiting at the corner of the street; Tie Co, dressed in citi-
zen’s clothes, stepped into it unobserved, and the smuggler and 
would-be-smuggled were soon out of the city. They had a merry 
drive, for Fabian’s liking for Tie Co was very real; he had known him 
for several years, and the lad’s quick intelligence interested him.

The second day they left their horse at a farmhouse, where Fabian 
would call for it on his return trip, crossed a river in a row-boat be-
fore the sun was up, and plunged into a wood in which they would 
remain till evening. It was raining, but through mud and wind and 
rain they trudged slowly and heavily.
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Tie Co paused now and then to take breath. Once Fabian remarked:

“You are not a very strong lad, Tie Co. It’s a pity you have to work as 
you do for your living,” and Tie Co had answered:

“Work velly good! No work, Tie Co die.”

Fabian looked at the lad protectingly, wondering in a careless way 
why this Chinaman seemed to him so different from the others.

“Wouldn’t you like to be back in China?” he asked.

“No,” said Tie Co decidedly.

“Why?”

“I not know why,” answered Tie Co.

Fabian laughed.

“Haven’t you got a nice little wife at home?” he continued. “I hear 
you people marry very young.”

“No, I no wife,” asserted his companion with a choky little laugh. “I 
never have no wife.”

“Nonsense,” joked Fabian. “Why, Tie Co, think how nice it would be 
to have a little woman cook your rice and to love you.”

“I not have wife,” repeated Tie Co seriously. “I not like woman, I like 
man.”

“You confirmed old bachelor!” ejaculated Fabian.

“I like you,” said Tie Co, his boyish voice sounding clear and sweet 
in the wet woods. “I like you so much that I want go to New York, so 
you make fifty dollars. I no flend in New York.”

“What!” exclaimed Fabian.

“Oh, I solly I tell you, Tie Co velly solly,” and the Chinese boy shu-
ffled on with bowed head.

“Look here, Tie Co,” said Fabian; “I won’t have you do this for my sake. 
You have been very foolish, and I don’t care for your fifty dollars. I 
do not need it half as much as you do. Good God! how ashamed you 
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make me feel—I who have blown in my thousands in idle pleasures 
cannot take the little you have slaved for. We are in New York State 
now. When we get out of this wood we will have to walk over a bri-
dge which crosses a river. On the other side, not far from where we 
cross, there is a railway station. Instead of buying you a ticket for 
the city of New York I shall take train with you for Toronto.”

Tie Co did not answer—he seemed to be thinking deeply. Suddenly 
he pointed to where some fallen trees lay.

“Two men run away behind there,” cried he.

Fabian looked round them anxiously; his keen eyes seemed to 
pierce the gloom in his endeavor to catch a glimpse of any person; 
but no man was visible, and, save the dismal sighing of the wind 
among the trees, all was quiet.

“There’s no one,” he said somewhat gruffly—he was rather start-
led, for they were a mile over the border and he knew that the Go-
vernment officers were on a sharp lookout for him, and felt, des-
pite his strength, if any trick or surprise were attempted it would 
go hard with him.

“If they catch you with me it be too bad,” sententiously remarked Tie 
Co. It seemed as if his words were in answer to Fabian’s thoughts.

“But they will not catch us; so cheer up your heart, my boy,” replied 
the latter, more heartily than he felt.

“If they come, and I not with you, they not take you and it be all lite.”

“Yes,” assented Fabian, wondering what his companion was thin-
king about.

They emerged from the woods in the dusk of the evening and 
were soon on the bridge crossing the river. When they were near 
the centre Tie Co stopped and looked into Fabian’s face.

“Man come for you, I not here, man no hurt you.” And with the 
words he whirled like a flash over the rail.

In another flash Fabian was after him. But though a first-class 
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swimmer, the white man’s efforts were of no avail, and Tie Co was 
borne away from him by the swift current.

Cold and dripping wet, Fabian dragged himself up the bank and 
found himself a prisoner.

“So your Chinaman threw himself into the river. What was that 
for?” asked one of the Government officers.

“I think he was out of his head,” replied Fabian. And he fully belie-
ved what he uttered.

“We tracked you right through the woods,” said another of the 
captors. “We thought once the boy caught sight of us.”

Fabian remained silent.

Tie Co’s body was picked up the next day. Tie Co’s body, and yet not 
Tie Co, for Tie Co was a youth, and the body found with Tie Co’s face 
and dressed in Tie Co’s clothes was the body of a girl—a woman.

Nobody in the laundry of Chen Ting Lung & Co.—no Chinaman in 
Canada or New York—could explain the mystery. Tie Co had come 
out to Canada with a number of other youths. Though not very 
strong he had always been a good worker and “very smart.” He had 
been quiet and reserved among his own countrymen; had refu-
sed to smoke tobacco or opium, and had been a regular attendant 
at Sunday schools and a great favorite with Mission ladies.

Fabian was released in less than a week. “No evidence against 
him,” said the Commissioner, who was not aware that the priso-
ner was the man who had broken out of jail but a month before.

Fabian is now very busy; there are lots of boys taking his helping 
hand over the border, but none of them are like Tie Co; and some-
times, between whiles, Fabian finds himself pondering long and 
earnestly over the mystery of Tie Co’s life—and death.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Land of Sunshine (July 
1900).
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Tian Shan’s Kindred Spirit

Had Tian Shan been an American and China to him a forbidden 
country, his daring exploits and thrilling adventures would have 
furnished inspiration for many a newspaper and magazine article, 
novel, and short story. As a hero, he would certainly have far outs-
hone Dewey, Peary, or Cook. Being, however, a Chinese, and the for-
bidden country America, he was simply recorded by the American 
press as “a wily Oriental, who, ‘by ways that are dark and tricks that 
are vain,’ is eluding the vigilance of our brave customs officers.” As 
to his experiences, the only one who took any particular interest in 
them was Fin Fan.

Fin Fan was Tian Shan’s kindred spirit. She was the daughter of a 
Canadian Chinese storekeeper and the object of much concern to 
both Protestant Mission ladies and good Catholic sisters.

“I like learn talk and dress like you,” she would respond to attempts 
to bring her into the folds, “but I not want think like you. Too much 
discuss.” And when it was urged upon her that her father was a 
convert—the Mission ladies declaring, to the Protestant faith, and 
the nuns, to the Catholic—she would calmly answer: “That so? Well, 
I not my father. Beside I think my father just say he Catholic (or Pro-
testant) for sake of be amiable to you. He good-natured man and 
want to please you.”

This independent and original stand led Fin Fan to live, as it were, 
in an atmosphere of outlawry even amongst her own countrywo-
men, for all proper Chinese females in Canada and America, unless 
their husbands are men of influence in their own country, conform 
upon request to the religion of the women of the white race.

Fin Fan sat on her father’s doorstep amusing herself with a ball of 
yarn and a kitten. She was a pretty girl, with the delicate features, 
long slanting eyes, and pouting mouth of the women of Soo Chow, 
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to which province her dead mother had belonged.

Tian Shan came along.

“Will you come for a walk around the mountain?” asked he.

“I don’t know,” answered Fin Fan.

“Do!” he urged.

The walk around the mountain is enjoyable at all seasons, but par-
ticularly so in the fall of the year when the leaves on the trees are 
turning all colors, making the mount itself look like one big posy.

The air was fresh, sweet, and piny. As Tian Shan and Fin Fan 
walked, they chatted gaily—not so much of Tian Shan or Fin Fan as 
of the brilliant landscape, the sun shining through a grove of black-
trunked trees with golden leaves, the squirrels that whisked past 
them, the birds twittering and soliloquizing over their vanishing 
homes, and many other objects of nature. Tian Shan’s roving life 
had made him quite a woodsman, and Fin Fan—well, Fin Fan was 
his kindred spirit.

A large oak, looking like a smouldering pyre, invited them to a seat 
under its boughs.

After happily munching half a dozen acorns, Fin Fan requested to 
be told all about Tian Shan’s last adventure. Every time he crossed 
the border, he was obliged to devise some new scheme by which 
to accomplish his object, and as he usually succeeded, there was 
always a new story to tell whenever he returned to Canada.

This time he had run across the river a mile above the Lachine Ra-
pids in an Indian war canoe, and landed in a cove surrounded by re-
efs, where pursuit was impossible. It had been a perilous underta-
king, for he had had to make his way right through the swift current 
of the St. Lawrence, the turbulent rapids so near that it seemed as 
if indeed he must yield life to the raging cataract. But with indomi-
table courage he had forged ahead, the canoe, with every plunge of 
his paddles, rising on the swells and cutting through the whitecaps, 
until at last he reached the shore for which he had risked so much.
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Fin Fan was thoughtful for a few moments after listening to his na-
rration.

“Why,” she queried at last, “when you can make so much more mo-
ney in the States than in Canada, do you come so often to this side 
and endanger your life as you do when returning?”

Tian Shan was puzzled himself. He was not accustomed to analyzing 
the motives for his actions.

Seeing that he remained silent, Fin Fan went on:

“I think,” said she, “that it is very foolish of you to keep running bac-
kwards and forwards from one country to another, wasting your 
time and accomplishing nothing.”

Tian Shan dug up some soft, black earth with the heels of his boots.

“Perhaps it is,” he observed.

That night Tian Shan’s relish for his supper was less keen than 
usual, and when he laid his head upon his pillow, instead of slee-
ping, he could only think of Fin Fan. Fin Fan! Fin Fan! Her face was 
before him, her voice in his ears. The clock ticked Fin Fan; the cat 
purred it; a little mouse squeaked it; a night-bird sang it. He tossed 
about, striving to think what ailed him. With the first glimmer of 
morning came knowledge of his condition. He loved Fin Fan, even 
as the American man loves the girl he would make his wife.

Now Tian Shan, unlike most Chinese, had never saved money and, 
therefore, had no home to offer Fin Fan. He knew, also, that her fa-
ther had his eye upon a young merchant in Montreal, who would 
make a very desirable son-in-law.

In the early light of the morning Tian Shan arose and wrote a letter. 
In this letter, which was written with a pointed brush on long ye-
llow sheets of paper, he told Fin Fan that, as she thought it was foo-
lish, he was going to relinquish the pleasure of running backwards 
and forwards across the border, for some time at least. He was pos-
sessed of a desire to save money so that he could have a wife and a 
home. In a year, perhaps, he would see her again.
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Lee Ping could hardly believe that his daughter was seriously oppo-
sed to becoming the wife of such a good-looking, prosperous young 
merchant as Wong Ling. He tried to bring her to reason, but instead 
of yielding her will to the parental, she declared that she would take 
a place as a domestic to some Canadian lady with whom she had 
become acquainted at the Mission sooner than wed the man her 
father had chosen.

“Is not Wong Ling a proper man?” inquired the amazed parent.

“Whether he is proper or improper makes no difference to me,” re-
turned Fin Fan. “I will not marry him, and the law in this country is 
so that you cannot compel me to wed against my will.”

Lee Ping’s good-natured face became almost pitiful as he regarded 
his daughter. Only a hen who has hatched a duckling and sees it 
take to the water for the first time could have worn such an expres-
sion.

Fin Fan’s heart softened. She was as fond of her father as he of her. Sid-
ling up to him, she began stroking his sleeve in a coaxing fashion.

“For a little while longer I wish only to stay with you,” said she.

Lee Ping shook his head, but gave in.

“You must persuade her yourself,” said he to Wong Ling that eve-
ning. “We are in a country where the sacred laws and customs of 
China are as naught.”

So Wong Ling pressed his own suit. He was not a bad-looking fellow, 
and knew well also how to honey his speech. Moreover, he believed 
in paving his way with offerings of flowers, trinkets, sweetmeats.

Fin Fan looked, listened, and accepted. Every gift that could be kept 
was carefully put by in a trunk which she hoped some day to take 
to New York. “They will help to furnish Tian Shan’s home,” said she.

Twelve moons had gone by since Tian Shan had begun to think of 
saving and once again he was writing to Fin Fan.

“I have made and I have saved,” wrote he. “Shall I come for you?”
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And by return mail came an answer which was not “No.”

Of course, Fin Fan’s heart beat high with happiness when Tian Shan 
walked into her father’s store; but to gratify some indescribable fe-
minine instinct she simply nodded coolly in his direction, and con-
tinued what might be called a flirtation with Wong Ling, who had 
that morning presented her with the first Chinese lily of the season 
and a box of the best preserved ginger.

Tian Shan sat himself down on a box of dried mushrooms and 
glowered at his would-be rival, who, unconscious of the fact that he 
was making a third when there was needed but a two, chattered on 
like a running stream. Thoughtlessly and kittenishly Fin Fan tossed 
a word, first to this one, and next to that; and whilst loving with all 
her heart one man, showed much more favor to the other.

Finally Tian Shan arose from the mushrooms and marched over to 
the counter.

“These yours?” he inquired of Wong Ling, indicating the lily and the 
box of ginger.

“Miss Fin Fan has done me the honor of accepting them,” blandly 
replied Wong Ling.

“Very good,” commented Tian Shan. He picked up the gifts and hur-
led them into the street.

A scene of wild disorder followed. In the midst of it the father of Fin 
Fan, who had been downtown, appeared at the door.

“What is the meaning of this?” he demanded.

“Oh, father, father, they are killing one another! Separate them, oh, 
separate them!” pleaded Fin Fan.

But her father’s interference was not needed. Wong Ling swerved 
to one side, and falling, struck the iron foot of the stove. Tian Shan, 
seeing his rival unconscious, rushed out of the store.

The moon hung in the sky like a great yellow pearl and the night 
was beautiful and serene. But Fin Fan, miserable and unhappy, 
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could not rest.

“All your fault! All your fault!” declared the voice of conscience.

“Fin Fan,” spake a voice near to her.

Could it be? Yes, it surely was Tian Shan.

She could not refrain from a little scream.

“Sh! Sh!” bade Tian Shan. “Is he dead?”

“No,” replied Fin Fan, “he is very sick, but he will recover.”

“I might have been a murderer,” mused Tian Shan. “As it is I am lia-
ble to arrest and imprisonment for years.”

“I am the cause of all the trouble,” wept Fin Fan.

Tian Shan patted her shoulder in an attempt at consolation, but a 
sudden footfall caused her to start away from him.

“They are hunting you!” she cried. “Go! Go!”

And Tian Shan, casting upon her one long farewell look, strode 
with rapid steps away.

Poor Fin Fan! She had indeed lost every one, and added to that sha-
me, was the secret sorrow and remorse of her own heart. All the 
hopes and the dreams which had filled the year that was gone were 
now as naught, and he, around whom they had been woven, was, 
because of her, a fugitive from justice, even in Canada.

One day she picked up an American newspaper which a customer 
had left on the counter, and, more as a habit than for any other re-
ason, began spelling out the paragraphs.

A Chinese, who has been unlawfully breathing United States air for 
several years, was captured last night crossing the border, a feat 
which he is said to have successfully accomplished more than a 
dozen times during the last few years. His name is Tian Shan, and 
there is no doubt whatever that he will be deported to China as 
soon as the necessary papers can be made out.

Fin Fan lifted her head. Fresh air and light had come into her soul. 
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Her eyes sparkled. In the closet behind her hung a suit of her fa-
ther’s clothes. Fin Fan was a tall and well-developed young woman.

“You are to have company,” said the guard, pausing in front of Tian 
Shan’s cage. “A boy without certificate was caught this morning by 
two of our men this side of Rouse’s Point. He has been unable to 
give an account of himself, so we are putting him in here with you. 
You will probably take the trip to China together.”

Tian Shan continued reading a Chinese paper which he had been 
allowed to retain. He was not at all interested in the companion 
thrust upon him. He would have preferred to be left alone. The face 
of the absent one is so much easier conjured in silence and solitu-
de. It was a foregone conclusion with Tian Shan that he would ne-
ver again behold Fin Fan, and with true Chinese philosophy he had 
begun to reject realities and accept dreams as the stuff upon which 
to live. Life itself was hard, bitter, and disappointing. Only dreams 
are joyous and smiling.

One star after another had appeared until the heavens were pat-
terned with twinkling lights. Through his prison bars Tian Shan 
gazed solemnly upon the firmament.

Some one touched his elbow. It was his fellow-prisoner.

So far the boy had not intruded himself, having curled himself up 
in a corner of the cell and slept soundly apparently, ever since his 
advent.

“What do you want?” asked Tian Shan not unkindly.

“To go to China with you and to be your wife,” was the softly surpri-
sing reply.

“Fin Fan!” exclaimed Tian Shan. “Fin Fan!”

The boy pulled off his cap.

“Aye,” said he. “’Tis Fin Fan!”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912). A previous publication has not been identified 

as of August 2023.
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Woo-Ma and I

Introduction

Woo-Ma and I were the daughters of a Chinaman who had been 
brought up and educated in California, where, when he had at-
tained to the age of twenty-four, he married my mother, then a 
pretty American girl of Irish and English descent. We were there-
fore Anglo-Chinese. We were not at all alike, either in appearan-
ce or character. I was small and chubby with scarcely any nose to 
speak of, black eyed, black haired, brown skinned and rosy chee-
ked. My eyes were pointed at the corners like Chinese eyes, and 
on the whole, I favored my father, only, of course, much prettier 
than he could ever be. When born, I was so small, so dark and so 
queer, that the nurse actually forgot to exclaim, as is the custom 
on such occasions.”What a fine child!” Indeed, my mother, as soon 
as her eyes fell on me, cried,”Oh, nurse, what a homely little crea-
ture, take it away.”And my mother’s opinion was approved of and 
endorsed by all who beheld me, and even my father, who gave me 
perhaps my warmest welcome, could not refrain from mournfully 
prophesying,”It will never get a husband.”

However, as the vanity of a young female, whose age is summed 
up by days and hours, is scarcely as sensitive as when the years 
are added to its life, the uncomplimentary remarks had very little 
effect upon my constitution. In fact, I laughed in the face of them, 
and by the time my mother had become accustomed to my home-
liness, had grown quite a good looking child.

Woo-Ma was more like mother; she was taller than I and slende-
rer. Her features were straight and her eyes wide open and gray-
blue in color; her hair was a pretty soft brown and curled natura-
lly; she had dear little hands and her skin could almost have been 
called fair.
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On account of our parentage childhood’s days had not been made 
easy for Woo-Ma and I. It is a dreadful confession to make, but 
from the age of seven to twelve, I believe I hardly ever went out of 
the house without getting into trouble and returning with scrat-
ched hands and face and disordered hair. For me to be a “proper” 
little girl was an absolute impossibility. The sneers and taunting 
words which seem to be the birthright in America of any child 
who has a drop of Chinese blood in its veins used to madden me 
beyond endurance, and I would turn upon my tormentors and 
scratch and bite until utterly exhausted.

As Woo-Ma did not feel constrained to twist her hair into a tight 
pig-tail, constitute herself the champion of all unfortunate Chi-
namen, and state at the beginning of an acquaintance in a defiant 
and aggressive manner that she was Chinese, she naturally es-
caped many of the misfortunes which befell me. Nevertheless, I 
have seen her turn white and tremble with excitement and pain 
on hearing the mocking cry, “Chinese! Chinese!”

Mother was a Methodist and Woo-Ma and I were brought up in 
the Methodist church, but Father seemed to have no religion at all, 
which fact greatly disturbed my peace of mind.

“Father,” I said one day, “are you a heathen?” “Run away and don’t 
bother me,” answered Father.

I, however, carried my perplexities to Woo-Ma and asked for her 
opinion as to whether or not Father was a heathen. Woo-Ma re-
flected for a few minutes, then replied:

“No, I don’t think he is exactly a heathen; I believe he is what is 
called a Free Thinker.”

I was not satisfied with this answer and continued troubled in spi-
rit until the next day, when I prevailed upon Woo-Ma to write two 
poems, one entitled “The Dying Christian,” the other “The Dying 
Atheist.” The former depicted in glowing words the happiness of 
dying a Christian; the latter, the awful horror which a man who 
has lived the life of an unbeliever experiences when his last hour 
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has come.

These two poems I addressed to my father and mailed the next 
morning. I expected to hear from him concerning them, but was 
disappointed, and evidently my delicate attempt to convert him 
was unappreciated.

And thus Woo-Ma and I grew up — in the outskirts of Chinatown.

I

We had visitors. They were: Mr. Christopher Hartley, a man of 
about thirty years of age, with manners ingratiating and smile 
fascinating; Jim Nesbit, an old school friend of ours; Joo Pei, my 
betrothed; Wong Lee, a friend of his; and Richard Forman, intro-
duced by Jim as “one of the boys.”

The conversation had been general until Mr. Hartley and my sister 
separated themselves and, withdrawing to the large window seat 
at the end of the hall, began to converse together in low tones. This 
I did not like at all. I knew that Woo-Ma was deeply in love with 
Christopher Hartley and I had come to the conclusion that he was 
only making her miserable.

“I suppose,” said Jim Nesbit, addressing Wong Lee, “that you have 
but lately come from China.”

“I have come here ten years ago,” replied Wong.

“You are naturalized, then,” rattled on Jim, who was trying to di-
vert his mind from Woo-Ma.

“I got a ‘high up’ lawyer to make me natural two years after I first 
come,” calmly asserted our Chinese friend.

“And is this little boy your eldest son?” continued Jim, pointing to a 
cute little fellow in long braided queue and a broidered silk blouse 
who stood by Wong Lee’s knee.

“No, my eldest is the son of my first wife,” replied Wong Lee. “This 
is the son of my third wife. I wrote to China for them to send her to 
me here and I paid one thousand dollars to her grandmother for 
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her and sent as well eight hundred dollars with which to buy her 
trousseau.”

“Were you not married in China?” Jim asked.

 “Yes, three times,” replied Wong Lee. 

“How long is it since your first wife died?”

“She is not dead; she is living in China with her mother,” Wong Lee 
answered.

“Are you divorced from her?” ventured Jim.

“How can you be so inquisitive, Jim? You shall not ask Mr. Wong 
Lee any more questions,” I put in.

“He does not care,” answered Jim. “When I want some information 
and a person is willing to give it, I do not see why I should remain 
in ignorance. You have no objection to answering my question, 
have you, Wong Lee?”

“I like to tell what you like to hear,” said Wong Lee politely.

“So it is all right,” said Jim triumphantly. “Are you divorced from 
your first wife, Wong Lee?”

“No.”

“Then, how is it that you have been married three times?” asked 
Jim.

“In China, a man can have as many wives as he can afford to keep, 
but if he cannot keep one wife he cannot have one.”

“Can a Chinese lady have more than one husband?”

“No,” answered Wong Lee very decidedly. “That would not be right 
at all.”

Said Jim, “Is it true, Mr. Wong Lee, that Chinese ladies are so aver-
se to marriage that there is a custom prevalent amongst them of 
gathering together, when any of their young friends is about to 
become a bride, for the purpose of weeping and mourning over 
her impending fate?”
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“I think sometimes the Chinese women do that, but men don’t bo-
ther about it,” returned Wong Lee.

“Ah, then,” mused Jim aloud. “The Chinese women, poor things, 
cannot be very happy.”

Father, who had entered the room very quietly, now ranged him-
self with Wong Lee and answered for him. Father could talk well 
when he wished. This is what he said:

“The Chinese women are happy enough. You see, a daughter has 
no inheritance, neither does she receive any marriage portion 
from her parents. She is bought from them by her future husband 
and his relations, who send presents according to their means. I 
read in the Bible of Abraham sending a steward to buy a wife for 
his son, Isaac, and that the steward took with him jewels of silver 
and gold and raiment which he presented to Rebekah’s friends 
when he asked for her as a bride for his young master. It is just 
in that way that the Chinamen get their wives, and after they are 
sent to them they are obliged to support and care for them. A Chi-
nese girl is obliged to marry whenever her father or guardian so 
wishes; she has no option.”

“Poor Chinese brides!” I softly said.

“Well,” said Father, turning to me. “Perhaps the Chinese do not 
show quite as much consideration for their women as daugh-
ters and wives as do the people of this country, but as mothers 
the Chinese women are treated with the greatest respect by 
their children, who, even when themselves advanced in years, 
pay the utmost deference to the commands and counsels of an 
aged parent.”

There was somewhat in Father’s expression as he made the last 
remark which made me feel that his conscience was reproaching 
him for deserting in his early youth his own parents. Father had 
run away from his home when only ten years of age and had been 
brought to California by a troupe of strolling players.

“How did you become acquainted with these Chinese gentlemen?” 



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

155

inquired Richard Forman in an undertone.

“They are my father’s friends,” I answered. “My father is a China-
man.”

“Indeed, I am deeply interested.” Quick to resent being patronized 
I retorted: “Thanks for your interest, but I am afraid that I cannot 
pay it back.”

I was ashamed of myself immediately; but Richard Forman did 
not seem to heed the flash and sitting down beside me, said:

“You remind me of a sister of mine who died two years ago in 
England.”

I made no reply, and he continued:

“She was just about as old as you when she died. She was then my 
only living relative.”

“Did she live with you?” I inquired.

“Yes,” said he. “She was always with me. She was the only person 
who ever felt for me a spark of affection.”

“You must miss her.” “Rather.” “Are you English?”

“Well, I’m as much English as anything, though I call myself Ame-
rican. I’m a mixture. My father was half German, half English; my 
mother was French and Irish. I was born in the United States, but 
we returned to Europe when I was about ten years old, and since 
then I’ve lived all over. My father was a professor of music, my mo-
ther was, at one time, an actress. They both died when I was a lad 
and left me with Alice. She, as I told you, died last year when we 
were in England. There, you have my whole family history.”

“Thank you for giving it to me; but I did not ask you to,” I answered 
gayly, for I was touched.

“Who said you did?” brusquely replied Richard Forman. “An hour 
ago we were perfect strangers; but you looked so unsympathetic, 
so unlikely a person to condole with me, so unsentimental, that I 
felt drawn towards you, and am crossing with you at our first mee-
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ting the bridge which leads from acquaintanceship to friendship.”

“Oh!” I ejaculated. 

“Yes, we are great friends,” said Richard Forman with conviction. 
Again I became suspicious. 

“I never flirt,” I said. 

“Neither do I,” he answered. “Shake hands.” 

“Do you like the Chinese?” I inquired irrelevantly. 

“I do,” replied Richard Forman most impressively. 

I felt that I had made a mistake and tried to rectify it by another. 

“Oh!” I said, “I mean as a nation.”

“I’m afraid,” said Richard Forman reflectively, “that I am not ca-
pable of liking any nation. A nation is too large; my heart is not 
capacious enough to take it in — but I tell you what — to my mind 
a clever Chinaman is more than a stupid American and a brilliant 
American is more than a dull Chinaman. Individuality is more 
than nationality.”

“That’s a nice speech,” I approved. “Mr. Forman, tell me, what do 
you do — who are you? Jim has introduced to us so many of ‘the 
boys,’ as he calls them, but none of them is like–”

“I’m a failure,” Richard Forman interrupted with a queer smile. 
“Does that suit you ? I have failed in all I ever attempted. I have 
built many castles in the air — but all have fallen to pieces. I have 
no money, no friends, no hopes even.”

“You have no wife to bother your life, no lover to prove untrue,” I 
laughingly replied.

Just then Joo Pei came up and I introduced the two men. Joo Pei 
was the best looking Chinaman I have ever known. He was also 
a perfect gentleman and we were to be married in less than two 
months, when I was to return with him to China. I was sure that as 
his wife I should love him devotedly; he was so clever, so good and 
so kind.
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That night I spoke long and earnestly to Woo-Ma and warned her 
about Mr. Hartley, but she seemed neither to hear nor heed and 
her expression was that of a person in a happy trance.

II

“Farewell,” said Joo Pei; “your father you obey, and I go to return, 
never.”

“Farewell,” I replied, whilst the tears blinded my eyes.

Joo Pei lifted my hand. I could not see him, but I felt his gaze and 
heard:

“My desire in this world, little bird, is for you a cheerful heart to 
have.”

Then he was gone, and for me the sun had ceased to shine.

Just one month before the day fixed for my wedding, Woo-Ma had 
disappeared and father had become an embittered man. His love for 
me assumed a strange form, for he broke my engagement in order 
to keep me with him. Poor Father! I saw the years creep over his 
face when they told him Woo-Ma was gone, and when I at first re-
fused to do as he wished and said that the betrothal he himself had 
sealed should not be broken, he had answered with a glance of the 
eye that was so eloquent of pain and sorrow that I had felt myself a 
criminal, and despite Joo Pei’s loving arguments, refused to return 
with him to China when he was recalled by the government.

III

Woo-Ma had written to me. After more than two years’ separation 
I was to see her again, my dearly loved only sister. I went to the 
meeting place she had designated, and found her changed almost 
beyond recognition. I embraced her in a passion of grief. Then we 
talked.

“It was just about two months before father betrothed you to Joo 
Pei that I forgot you, Father, everything, every one but him, and 
gave up all.”
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As Woo-Ma spoke, a wave of swift and sudden anger swept over me.

“What,” I cried, “you gave up all knowing him to be the man he 
was? Without excuse of any kind you became — a bad woman?”

Woo-Ma laughed mirthlessly. “Yes, without excuse of any kind I 
became that which you name.”

“Oh, my God, my God,” I cried— “and this is my sister- and I have 
been so proud!”

“I did, however,” went on the clear voice, “believe that he loved me, 
and I thought that by the sacrifice of self, I would save him from 
the wiles of worthless women, teach him to believe in the unselfi-
shness of love, and in a sense, bind him to me. He looked forward 
to rising to a high position, and I knew that in order to succeed 
politically, he must succeed socially, and to succeed socially a man 
must not have a wife who will cause curious smiles to appear on 
the faces of his friends. I loved him too well to subject him to the 
humiliation of having a Chinese wife.”

“Shame on you, Woo-Ma, for that speech,” I cried. “Shame, shame 
to be ashamed!”

“Have mercy, A- Toy, I can stand this no longer,” pleaded Woo-Ma. 

I had not known until then how cruel I could be. 

“Never mind me,” I said penitently. “We are sisters, Woo-Ma, and 
it is because I am so sorrowful and indignant for your sake that I 
speak as I do. Tell me all and I promise that no bitter word shall 
escape my lips.”

She went on:

“For a brief period I lived in Paradise. None knew of my sin, and 
I – I could not regard it as a sin. I was so sadly happy. But before 
long I perceived a change which drove me frantic. From different 
sources I learned that he was paying attention to other women. 
I became wild with jealousy. I wrote imploring him to come and 
see me. What had I done to offend him — was he offended? He did 
not reply. I went to him and he received me as ever, called me his 



Selected Writings by Sui  Sin Far

159

darling and offered to kiss me. How loathsome are such caresses. I 
would have none of them, for I clearly perceived I had been but the 
ʻlove of a day,’ with whom he had finished forever.

“Long before it had come to that, yet after I was his, Father had 
told me that he had made arrangements for a marriage between 
myself and Joo Pei. Had I any objection to the proposal? If I had, he 
would substitute you as bride in my place; but he preferred to keep 
you. You were always Father’s favorite. I was bewildered. What! I 
marry Joo Pei, I, who belonged to Christopher Hartley. No, such a 
marriage could never be! but if I refused, you would be sacrificed, 
and you, I knew, would not say no. I shuddered to think of my sis-
ter being wife to one whom I believed then you could never love. 
The customs and manners of the Chinese people were not ours; 
you were not born to be the toy of an Oriental, and such you would 
be if you married the man Father had selected. I scarcely knew 
what to do or say; but finally I told Father I could never be wife to 
any man. He did not understand and was disappointed. Then you 
became engaged to Joo Pei, and I disappeared– disappeared be-
cause I knew father would not part with his one daughter and my 
loss would save you…As to me, what mattered my fate?”

“Then it was for my sake you left home?”

I could not add to Woo-Ma’s pain the knowledge that her sacrifice 
had but injured me.

“Yes, A-Toy, but not wholly for your sake. I had proof of Christo-
pher’s unfaithfulness. I could not bear my life at home and sooner 
or later I would have had to leave or die.”

“Oh, Woo-Ma,” I cried. “Whatever has happened, you are still the 
best and dearest. You are not bad; the sin does not lie with you; it 
is with that Christopher Hartley whom I hate.”

“Nay, A-Toy,” replied my sister sadly. “Affection prompts you to speak 
thus; but my own conscience tells me that I have done evil. I would 
never have left Christopher Hartley had he not first abandoned 
me, and what he has brought home to me is my just punishment.”
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“Well, Woo-Ma,” I asserted. “Chistopher Hartley is a devil. It was 
satanic of him to win your love for pleasure and throw it away for 
the same reason. The loss was all yours.”

And poor Woo-Ma answered:

“There are times when to lose is a pleasure. I loved to lose for him. 
Some human beings have a genius for painting, some for music, 
some for poetry. I had a genius for loving.”

“And I have a genius for hating,” I retorted. “No, Woo-Ma, defend 
him as you please, worship him as you please; be a worm under 
his feet forever; but do not expect me to act and feel likewise. Be-
cause I am half white you thought that I was too good to be the 
wife of a Chinese gentleman. Because you are half Chinese I think 
that you are too good for such a man as Christopher Hartley.”

Then remembering my promise to say no bitter words and over-
come with remorse, I laid my head on my sister’s shoulder and 
burst into tears. As to Woo-Ma, she threw her arms around my 
neck and bending her head over mine, wept with me. Thus, with 
mingled tears and mingled feelings we became sisters once more.

Ah! poor, romantic Woo-Ma! Sweeter and more unselfish, lost girl 
as she was, than any other woman in this hard cold world. Well do 
I remember when we were girls of fifteen and sixteen reading to-
gether Macauley’s account of the Duke of Monmouth’s execution, 
and how in his last moments, the “darling of the English people” 
had spoken of his beloved Henrietta, the Countess of Wentwor-
th, as being pure and good beyond other women and as having 
reclaimed him from a life of debauchery by the sacrifice of her-
self. Woo-Ma had remarked on that occasion, “I would have been 
prouder to be that lady than the most honored wife in England.” 
And I had replied, “But every man is not a Duke of Monmouth.”

IV

I made Father comfortable in a big arm chair in my own room 
and seating myself on an ottoman at his feet, laid my head on his 
knees. We remained silent for some minutes, but I felt his hand 
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stroking my hair and there was balm in the touch, for my heart 
was aching, for loving kindness and unshared troubles had late-
ly made us seem almost like strangers to one another. We were 
in the apartment which had been given over to Woo-Ma and me 
after mother’s death. Mother had had it furnished in half Chine-
se, half American style, and silk panels, incense burners, Chine-
se mattings, jade stone and ivory curios, and more than all, the 
sweet perfume of the Chinese lily, impressed me always with the 
fact that I was not an ordinary American girl.

“Does the fan which I bought you for Jim’s sister please you, A-Toy?” 
Father asked.

“Yes,” I replied, “It is beautiful and Polly will wear it at her wed-
ding.”

“When will that be?”

 “Eh? Oh, I think next Wednesday.”

 “Your mind is not with your words,” remarked Father.

I knew it was not. ‘Twas far away — with Woo-Ma. Father unders-
tood and asked very gently if she was coming home. 

“Yes,” I replied. “She said she would — some day.”

Father’s face worked strangely; but he bade me say no more, and 
then a visitor was ushered in–Jim Nesbit. He had a letter to deliver 
to me from one who was on his way to South Africa. I knew the 
hand writing, and on opening it, read: 

“Dear little A-Toy: – 

You will never see or hear from me again, and this letter is sim-
ply to repeat once more that I love you, though I have no right, 
knowing all, to say such words. Do you remember when we first 
met — three years ago? Well, even at that first meeting, I felt the 
impulse to ask you to love me; there was something so fresh and 
genial in your manner, so shy yet trustful in your glance. I knew 
you were not for me and I left you. Chance brought us together 
again. I became too fond of you. I can picture you curling your lip 



AN IMMORTAL BOOK

162

and saying half aloud with your shrewd, yet innocent, smile, ‘Oh, 
he’s been drinking, but if ever I was sober in my life, I am now, as 
I write, as many a poor fellow has done before,’ Good-bye, swee-
theart, good-bye.’”

With all his cleverness Richard Forman had been unable to com-
prehend that it was just as natural for a daughter of a Chinaman 
to love a Chinaman as it is for the daughter of a white man to care 
for one of her father’s race. He had made a great mistake. Never-
theless, a tear fell on that little note. How criss-cross the lines of 
life run!

“A-Toy,” said Jim, when he rose to go. “I have seen Woo-Ma.”

I followed him into the hall and closed the room door behind us 
before I said:

“And will she come home to us? Father wants her more than ever. 
She promised to come some day; and why not now?”

Jim’s brow clouded and he sighed heavily.

“A-Toy, “said he, “Woo-Ma is with the smugglers of Chinamen. She 
has taken to that reckless adventurous life because she says [it] 
helps her to forget and she believes she would go mad were she 
obliged to live quietly at home. Dressed as a youth, with a peaked 
cap pulled over her pretty brown hair which she has cut short, she 
takes many a boy over the border.”

I covered my face with my hands. “Oh, Woo-Ma, Woo-Ma!” I 
moaned.

That night there was little rest for me; but about three o’clock in 
the morning I fell asleep and dreamed. This was my dream: A 
dark, starless sky, a road unlevelled and desolate, a lumbering 
van, from under the rough covering of which peered the faces of 
three men with Mongolian features. Two men, in the uniform of 
custom house officers, riding at full speed after the van.

My dream changed; the van, the custom house officers had disa-
ppeared. I saw but a youth; he was alone and dying. Turning a face 
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that I knew to the sky, he cried:

“Oh, God, Thou who gavest me my life, forgive me that I do not seek 
to preserve it. Thou knowest my strange origin, the forces that 
blend in me, the forces that war in me. Thou knowest my weak-
ness, my pride, my jealousy- Thou knowest that I was loved — that 
I believed I was loved- Thou knowest I loved. Is it Thou or the Devil 
that sayest, ‘Thou shalt love’? Thou knowest that all has been taken 
from me — Thou knowest my shame and my grief. Thou knowest 
that I am in much pain and there is nothing left to live for — Thou 
knowest only Thou knowest—”

Here my dream became indistinct and I knew no more, until out 
of a dark blur there appeared to my dream- consciousness a face 
the face of Woo-Ma–dead. 

That was all of my dream. I was awakened by the mechanical re-
petition by my own lips of the last two lines of Hood’s “Bridge of 
Sighs”:

“Owning her weakness — her evil behavior, 
And leaving with meekness her sins to her Saviour.”

A heavy shadow seemed to oppress me all of that day. Dreams 
are such mysteries. I could not get the “Bridge of Sighs” out of my 
mind. I found the poem and read it through from beginning to 
end, thinking thus to work it off; but the gloom would not be dis-
pelled. The piteous spectacle of the wronged girl rose ever before 
me — with Woo-Ma’s face.

Toward evening Jim Nesbit came in, followed by Father; so ha-
ggard, so old, so stern- looking, that the words on my lips were 
arrested.

Then Father spoke, and if his face was changed, so also was his 
voice.

“I have a telegram,” said he. “Woo-Ma is coming home.”

He paused and stared fixedly at me. I felt my blood congealing. But 
though I tried to speak, words refused to come.
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“My God Almighty!” cried Jim, “You know!”

The blackness of night encompassed me.

*

They buried Woo-Ma whilst I lay deliriously babbling of child-
hood’s days — of pleasures which leave no sting. When I was able 
to sit up, they brought me a youth’s suit of clothes and a peaked 
cap. They had been worn by my sister and I keep them in memory 
of her. How criss-cross the lines of life run!

Originally published in The Bohemian (January 1906).
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“Tales of Chinese Children”

Editor’s note: There is debate about whether Sui Sin Far’s “Ta-
les of Chinese Children” were written for or about children (or 
both!). This selection contains just a few of these stories, in 
which she employed strategies and tropes of children’s litera-
ture of the time to tackle complex themes and subvert adult ex-
pectations around identity. 

The Heart’s Desire

She was dainty, slender, and of waxen pallor. Her eyes were long 
and drooping, her eyebrows finely arched. She had the tiniest Gol-
den Lily feet and the glossiest black hair. Her name was Li Chung 
O’Yam, and she lived in a sad, beautiful old palace surrounded by 
a sad, beautiful old garden, situated on a charming island in the 
middle of a lake. This lake was spanned by marble bridges, entwi-
ned with green creepers, reaching to the mainland. No boats were 
ever seen on its waters, but the pink lotus lily floated thereon and 
swans of marvellous whiteness.

Li Chung O’Yam wore priceless silks and radiant jewels. The ra-
rest flowers bloomed for her alone. Her food and drink were of the 
finest flavors and served in the purest gold and silver plates and 
goblets. The sweetest music lulled her to sleep.

Yet Li Chung O’Yam was not happy. In the midst of the grandeur of 
her enchanted palace, she sighed for she knew not what.

“She is weary of being alone,” said one of the attendants. And he 
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who ruled all within the palace save Li Chung O’Yam, said: “Bring 
her a father!”

A portly old mandarin was brought to O’Yam. She made humble 
obeisance, and her august father inquired ceremoniously as to 
the state of her health, but she sighed and was still weary.

“We have made a mistake; it is a mother she needs,” said they.

A comely matron, robed in rich silks and waving a beautiful pea-
cock feather fan, was presented to O’Yam as her mother. The lady 
delivered herself of much good advice and wise instruction as to 
deportment and speech, but O’Yam turned herself on her silken 
cushions and wished to say goodbye to her mother.

Then they led O’Yam into a courtyard which was profusely illu-
minated with brilliant lanterns and flaring torches. There were a 
number of little boys of about her own age dancing on stilts. One 
little fellow, dressed all in scarlet and flourishing a small sword, 
was pointed out to her as her brother. O’Yam was amused for a 
few moments, but in a little while she was tired of the noise and 
confusion.

In despair, they who lived but to please her consulted amongst 
themselves. O’Yam, overhearing them, said: “Trouble not your 
minds. I will find my own heart’s ease.”

Then she called for her carrier dove, and had an attendant bind 
under its wing a note which she had written. The dove went forth 
and flew with the note to where a little girl named Ku Yum, with a 
face as round as a harvest moon, and a mouth like a red vine leaf, 
was hugging a cat to keep her warm and sucking her finger to pre-
vent her from being hungry. To this little girl the dove delivered 
O’Yam’s message, then returned to its mistress.

“Bring me my dolls and my cats, and attire me in my brightest and 
best,” cried O’Yam.

When Ku Yum came slowly over one of the marble bridges 
towards the palace wherein dwelt Li Chung O’Yam, she wore a 
blue cotton blouse, carried a peg doll in one hand and her cat in 
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another. O’Yam ran to greet her and brought her into the castle 
hall. Ku Yum looked at O’Yam, at her radiant apparel, at her cats 
and her dolls.

“Ah!” she exclaimed. “How beautifully you are robed! In the same 
colors as I. And behold, your dolls and your cats, are they not much 
like mine?”

“Indeed they are,” replied O’Yam, lifting carefully the peg doll and 
patting the rough fur of Ku Yum’s cat.

Then she called her people together and said to them:

“Behold, I have found my heart’s desire—a little sister.”

And forever after O’Yam and Ku Yum lived happily together in a 
glad, beautiful old palace, surrounded by a glad, beautiful old gar-
den, on a charming little island in the middle of a lake.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912). Originally appeared in Good Housekeeping 
(May 1908); also reprinted in The Third Reader (ed. Kate Louise Brown, 1911), Ches-
ter Times (November 4, 1910), Columbus Daily Enquirer (November 6, 1910), Fort 
Wayne Journal Gazette (November 6, 1910), and Colorado Springs Gazette (Fe-
bruary 5, 1911). 
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A Chinese Boy-Girl

I

The warmth was deep and all-pervading. The dust lay on the 
leaves of the palms and the other tropical plants that tried to 
flourish in the Plaza. The persons of mixed nationalities loun-
ging on the benches within and without the square appeared 
to be even more listless and unambitious than usual. The Italians 
who ran the peanut and fruit stands at the corners were doing no 
business to speak of. The Chinese merchants’ stores in front of the 
Plaza looked as quiet and respectable and drowsy as such stores 
always do. Even the bowling alleys, billiard halls, and saloons see-
med under the influence of the heat, and only a subdued clinking 
of glasses and roll of balls could be heard from behind the half-open 
doors. It was almost as hot as an August day in New York City, and 
that is unusually sultry for Southern California.

A little Chinese girl, with bright eyes and round cheeks, attired 
in blue cotton garments, and wearing her long, shining hair in a 
braid interwoven with silks of many colors, paused beside a wo-
man tourist who was making a sketch of the old Spanish church. 
The tourist and the little Chinese girl were the only persons visible 
who did not seem to be affected by the heat. They might have been 
friends; but the lady, fearing for her sketch, bade the child run off. 
Whereupon the little thing shuffled across the Plaza, and in less 
than five minutes was at the door of the Los Angeles Chinatown 
school for children.

“Come in, little girl, and tell me what they call you,” said the young 
American teacher, who was new to the place.

“Ku Yum be my name,” was the unhesitating reply; and said Ku 
Yum walked into the room, seated herself complacently on an 
empty bench in the first row, and informed the teacher that she li-
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ved on Apablaza street, that her parents were well, but her mother 
was dead, and her father, whose name was Ten Suie, had a wicked 
and tormenting spirit in his foot.

The teacher gave her a slate and pencil, and resumed the inte-
rrupted lesson by indicating with her rule ten lichis (called “Chi-
nese nuts” by people in America) and counting them aloud.

“One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten,” the baby 
class repeated.

After having satisfied herself by dividing the lichis unequally among 
the babies, that they might understand the difference between a sin-
gular and a plural number, Miss Mason began a catechism on the 
features of the face. Nose, eyes, lips, and cheeks were properly na-
med, but the class was mute when it came to the forehead.

“What is this?” Miss Mason repeated, posing her finger on the fore 
part of her head.

“Me say, me say,” piped a shrill voice, and the new pupil stepped to 
the front, and touching the forehead of the nearest child with the 
tips of her fingers, christened it “one,” named the next in like fas-
hion “two,” a third “three,” then solemnly pronounced the fourth a 
“four head.”

Thus Ku Yum made her début in school, and thus began the trials 
and tribulations of her teacher.

Ku Yum was bright and learned easily, but she seemed to be pos-
sessed with the very spirit of mischief; to obey orders was to her 
an impossibility, and though she entered the school a voluntary 
pupil, one day at least out of every week found her a truant.

“Where is Ku Yum?” Miss Mason would ask on some particular-
ly alluring morning, and a little girl with the air of one testifying 
to having seen a murder committed, would reply: “She is run-
ning around with the boys.” Then the rest of the class would settle 
themselves back in their seats like a jury that has found a prisoner 
guilty of some heinous offense, and, judging by the expression on 
their faces, were repeating a silent prayer somewhat in the strain 
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of “O Lord, I thank thee that I am not as Ku Yum is!” For the other 
pupils were demure little maidens who, after once being gathered 
into the fold, were very willing to remain.

But if ever the teacher broke her heart over any one it was over 
Ku Yum. When she first came, she took an almost unchildlike in-
terest in the rules and regulations, even at times asking to have 
them repeated to her; but her study of such rules seemed only for 
the purpose of finding a means to break them, and that means 
she never failed to discover and put into effect.

After a disappearance of a day or so she would reappear, bearing a 
gorgeous bunch of flowers. These she would deposit on Miss Ma-
son’s desk with a little bow; and though one would have thought 
that the sweetness of the gift and the apparent sweetness of the 
giver needed but a gracious acknowledgment, something like the 
following conversation would ensue:

“Teacher, I plucked these flowers for you from the Garden of Hea-
ven.” (They were stolen from some park.)

“Oh, Ku Yum, whatever shall I do with you?”

“Maybe you better see my father.”

“You are a naughty girl. You shall be punished. Take those flowers 
away.”

“Teacher, the eyebrow over your little eye is very pretty.”

But the child was most exasperating when visitors were present. 
As she was one of the brightest scholars, Miss Mason naturally ex-
pected her to reflect credit on the school at the examinations. On 
one occasion she requested her to say some verses which the little 
Chinese girl could repeat as well as any young American, and with 
more expression than most. Great was the teacher’s chagrin when 
Ku Yum hung her head and said only: “Me ’shamed, me ’shamed!”

“Poor little thing,” murmured the bishop’s wife. “She is too shy to 
recite in public.”

But Miss Mason, knowing that of all children Ku Yum was the least 
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troubled with shyness, was exceedingly annoyed.

Ku Yum had been with Miss Mason about a year when she became 
convinced that some steps would have to be taken to discipline the 
child, for after school hours she simply ran wild on the streets of Chi-
natown, with boys for companions. She felt that she had a duty to 
perform towards the motherless little girl; and as the father, when 
apprised of the fact that his daughter was growing up in ignorance 
of all home duties, and, worse than that, shared the sports of boy 
children on the street, only shrugged his shoulders and drawled: 
“Too bad! Too bad!” she determined to act.

She was interested in Ku Yum’s case the president of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, the matron of the Rescue 
Home, and the most influential ministers, and the result, after a 
month’s work, that an order went forth from the Superior Court of 
the State decreeing that Ku Yum, the child of Ten Suie, should be 
removed from the custody of her father, and, under the auspices 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, be put into 
a home for Chinese girls in San Francisco.

Her object being accomplished, strange to say, Miss Mason did not 
experience that peaceful content which usually follows a benevo-
lent action. Instead, the question as to whether, after all, it was ri-
ght, under the circumstances, to deprive a father of the society of 
his child, and a child of the love and care of a parent, disturbed her 
mind, morning, noon, and night. What had previously seemed her 
distinct duty no longer appeared so, and she began to wish with 
all her heart that she had not interfered in the matter.

II

Ku Yum had not been seen for weeks and those who were deputed 
to bring her into the sheltering home were unable to find her. It 
was suspected that the little thing purposely kept out of the way—
no difficult matter, all Chinatown being in sympathy with her and 
arrayed against Miss Mason. Where formerly the teacher had met 
with smiles and pleased greetings, she now beheld averted faces 
and downcast eyes, and her school had within a week dwindled 
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from twenty-four scholars to four. Verily, though acting with the 
best of intentions, she had shown a lack of diplomacy.

It was about nine o’clock in the evening. She had been visiting li-
ttle Lae Choo, who was lying low with typhoid fever. As she wen-
ded her way home through Chinatown, she did not feel at all easy 
in mind; indeed, as she passed one of the most unsavory corners 
and observed some men frown and mutter among themselves 
as they recognized her, she lost her dignity in a little run. As she 
stopped to take breath, she felt her skirt pulled from behind and 
heard a familiar little voice say:

“Teacher, be you afraid?”

“Oh, Ku Yum,” she exclaimed, “is that you?” Then she added repro-
vingly: “Do you think it is right for a little Chinese girl to be out alo-
ne at this time of the night?”

“I be not alone,” replied the little creature, and in the gloom Miss 
Mason, could distinguish behind her two boyish figures.

She shook her head.

“Ku Yum, will you promise me that you will try to be a good little 
girl?” she asked.

Ku Yum answered solemnly:

“Ku Yum never be a good girl.”

Her heart hardened. After all, it was best that the child should be 
placed where she would be compelled to behave herself.

“Come, see my father,” said Ku Yum pleadingly.

Her voice was soft, and her expression was so subdued that the 
teacher could hardly believe that the moment before she had de-
fiantly stated that she would never be a good girl. She paused irre-
solutely. Should she make one more appeal to the parent to make 
her a promise which would be a good excuse for restraining the 
order of the Court? Ah, if he only would, and she only could pre-
vent the carrying out of that order!
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They found Ten Suie among his curiosities, smoking a very long 
pipe with a very small, ivory bowl. He calmly surveyed the teacher 
through a pair of gold-rimmed goggles, and under such scrutiny 
it was hard indeed for her to broach the subject that was on her 
mind. However, after admiring the little carved animals, jars, va-
ses, bronzes, dishes, pendants, charms, and snuff-boxes displayed 
in his handsome showcase, she took courage.

“Mr. Ten Suie,” she began, “I have come to speak to you about Ku Yum.”

Ten Suie laid down his pipe and leaned over the counter. Under 
his calm exterior some strong excitement was working, for his 
eyes glittered exceedingly.

“Perhaps you speak too much about Ku Yum alleady,” he said. “Ku 
Yum be my child. I bling him up, as I please. Now, teacher, I tell you 
something. One, two, three, four, five, seven, eight, nine years go 
by, I have five boy. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven years go, 
I have four boy. One, two, three, four, five, six years go by, I have 
one boy. Every year for three year evil spirit come, look at my boy, 
and take him. Well, one, two, three, four, five, six years go by, I see 
but one boy, he four year old. I say to me: Ten Suie, evil spirit be 
jealous. I be ’flaid he want my one boy. I dless him like one girl. Evil 
spirit think him one girl, and go away; no want girl.”

Ten Suie ceased speaking, and settled back into his seat.

For some moments Miss Mason stood uncomprehending. Then 
the full meaning of Ten Suie’s words dawned upon her, and she 
turned to Ku Yum, and taking the child’s little hand in hers, said:

“Goodbye, Ku Yum. Your father, by passing you off as a girl, thou-
ght to keep an evil spirit away from you; but just by that means he 
brought another, and one which nearly took you from him too.”

“Goodbye, teacher,” said Ku Yum, smiling wistfully. “I never be 
good girl, but perhaps I be good boy.”

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Century Magazine 
(April 1904).
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What About the Cat?

What about the cat?” asked the little princess of her eldest maid.

“It is sitting on the sunny side of the garden wall, watching the bu-
tterflies. It meowed for three of the prettiest to fall into its mouth, 
and would you believe it, that is just what happened. A green, a 
blue, a pink shaded with gold, all went down pussy’s red throat.”

The princess smiled. “What about the cat?” she questioned her se-
cond maid.

“She is seated in your honorable father’s chair of state, and your 
honorable father’s first body-slave is scratching her back with 
your father’s own back-scratcher, made of the purest gold and 
ivory.”

The princess laughed outright. She pattered gracefully into 
another room. There she saw the youngest daughter of her fos-
ter-mother.

“What about the cat?” she asked for the third time.

“The cat! Oh, she has gone to Shinku’s duck farm. The ducks love 
her so that when they see her, they swim to shore and embrace 
her with their wings. Four of them combined to make a raft and 
she got upon their backs and went down-stream with them. They 
met some of the ducklings on the way and she patted them to dea-
th with her paws. How the big ducks quacked!”

“That is a good story,” quoth the princess.

She went into the garden and, seeing one of the gardeners, said: 
“What about the cat?”

“It is frisking somewhere under the cherry tree, but you would not 
know it if you saw it,” replied the gardener.
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“Why?” asked the princess.

“Because, Your Highness, I gave it a strong worm porridge for its 
dinner, and as soon as it ate it, its white fur coat became a glossy 
green, striped with black. It looks like a giant caterpillar, and all the 
little caterpillars are going to hold a festival tonight in its honor.”

“Deary me! What a great cat!” exclaimed the princess.

A little further on she met one of the chamberlains of the palace. 
“What about the cat?” she asked.

“It is dancing in the ballroom in a dress of elegant cobwebs and a 
necklace of pearl rice. For partner, she has the yellow dragon in 
the hall, come to life, and they take such pretty steps together that 
all who behold them shriek in ecstasy. Three little mice hold up 
her train as she dances, and another sits perched on the tip of the 
dragon’s curled tail.”

At this the princess quivered like a willow tree and was obliged 
to seek her apartments. When there, she recovered herself, and 
placing a blossom on her exquisite eyebrow, commanded that 
all those of whom she had inquired concerning the cat should be 
brought before her. When they appeared she looked at them very 
severely and said:

“You have all told me different stories when I have asked you: 
‘What about the cat?’ Which of these stories is true?”

No one answered. All trembled and paled.

“They are all untrue,” announced the princess.

She lifted her arm and there crawled out of her sleeve her white 
cat. It had been there all the time.

Then the courtly chamberlain advanced towards her, kotowing 
three times. “Princess,” said he, “would a story be a story if it were 
true? Would you have been as well entertained this morning if, 
instead of our stories, we, your unworthy servants, had simply 
told you that the cat was up your sleeve?”



AN IMMORTAL BOOK

176

The princess lost her severity in hilarity. “Thank you, my dear ser-
vants,” said she. “I appreciate your desire to amuse me.”

She looked at her cat, thought of all it had done and been in the 
minds of her servants, and laughed like a princess again and again.

From Mrs. Spring Fragrance (1912); originally published in Good Housekeeping 

46.5 (March 1908); also reprinted in Colorado Springs Gazette (January 22, 1911). 
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